
Monday, June 24, 2019—2 Kings 7-10 
            Desperate times reveal the foundation on which people have built their lives. In 
what do they trust? To whom do they plead their case? The idols that have captured 
their hearts become evident as they express their hope for deliverance, and those idols’ 
inability to deliver is on full display. 
            Ben-hadad, the king of Aram, had besieged Samaria and cut off the food supply. 
The resulting famine had the people inside the city walls increasingly desperate for food 
and deliverance. Prices were skyrocketing, and people were considering eating their 
own children. Elisha stood before the people and declared that within a day all would be 
well (7:1). 
            Of all people, four lepers declared the siege to be over and the needs of the 
people to be met in abundance (7:10). The people were able to plunder the Aramean 
camp and recover with a day’s time. Elisha was right. 
            God was using Elisha to speak truth and call the people to trust in Him. As the 
wickedness of the leaders worsened, God called Elisha to have Jehu anointed as king. 
Jehu then went to the place where the king of Israel, Ahaziah, and the king of Judah, 
Joram, were gathered. They asked, “Have you come in peace?” He replied, “How can 
there be peace when the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother, Jezebel, are all around 
us?” (9:22). Jehu knew peace was only possible when the presence of God abounded. 
            Sin promises much but ultimately leads to destruction. Pray for a life built on the 
foundation of God Himself which pursues His holiness. 
Sunday, June 23, 2019—2 Kings 4-6 
            In his Gospel, John wrote about seven signs—like turning water into wine—that 
God provided to aid in the belief that Jesus was Messiah. These were not miracles to 
stir emotion but actions to stir the soul. There were many more Jesus did, but those 
were enough to draw people to Jesus. 
            God always has a purpose behind His miraculous work. With Elisha, he 
provided miraculous amounts of oil to meet a financial need and to demonstrate Elisha’s 
calling. Likewise, with the family from Shunem, he was demonstrating Elisha’s role as 
prophet and God’s role as provider of life and peace. Despite the famine in the land and 
the famine in spiritual leadership, God was still at work, providing righteousness and 
power. 
            The purpose of God’s power through Elisha became fully evident when a 
foreigner came to him. He wanted to be healed of leprosy, so Elisha told him to wash in 
the Jordan. Naaman was insulted because the Jordan was dirtier than rivers in his 
homeland, but his advisors encouraged him to obey. He did and was healed and 
confessed, “I know at last that there is no God in all the world except in Israel” (5:15). 
            Elisha’s wisdom made him a great advisor for the king and a thorn in the side of 
Aram. When troops from Aram came to seize him, Elisha assured his servant, “There 
are more on our side than on theirs” (6:16), and God worked another miracle to save 
him and empower Israel. Pray for faith that points people to Jesus and trusts Him in the 
darkest moments. 
Friday, June 21, 2019—1 Kings 20-22 
            God is gracious. Despite the wickedness of King Ahab, when the Northern 
Kingdom came under unprovoked assault from Aram, God worked in His people to give 
them victory. God told them to attack, and when they obeyed, the army of Ben-hadad 



panicked (20:20). They fled, and the Israelites inflicted a great slaughter on their 
enemies. 
            Ben-hadad was convinced they lost because of location. The gods of the 
Israelites must have been in the hills, so he incited another battle in the spring time in 
the plains. God promised to help them defeat the Arameans again so His people would 
know He was supreme (20:28). He was not blessing their sinfulness but demonstrating 
His greatness. 
            Despite the victory, Ahab’s heart was not moved to repentance. He continued to 
worship himself. When he pouted over not getting his way, Jezebel concocted a story to 
accuse an innocent man, Naboth, of blasphemy. When he was stoned, Ahab claimed 
his vineyard as his own. Elijah came to Ahab and spoke condemnation and death over 
him. 
            This judgment moved Ahab to repentance like nothing else ever had (21:27). His 
heart was so moved that God backed off on the immediacy of the judgment and 
promised it only for Ahab’s descendants. Ahab’s heart, however, was not completely 
transformed. He still thirsted for power and went into battle against Aram when the 
prophet of God clearly told him this was not wise. As promised, he lost his life in the 
conflict. 
            Thank God for His grace. Pray for God-glorifying obedience. 
Thursday, June 20, 2019—1 Kings 17-19 
            Sin comes naturally for humans. The fallen nature of man makes sin an easy 
choice, so seeing people choose sin is not surprising. What is surprising is watching 
those who know God decide sin is more attractive than He is. He is more beautiful, 
fulfilling, and real than what sin promises, yet His people have fallen for the lie from the 
beginning. Few ever sinned the way Ahab sinned. He brought idolatry and disobedience 
to a new level. 
            As a result, the prophet Elijah announced a three-year drought on Israel (17:1). 
This made him a target for Ahab’s wrath, so God told Elijah to go into hiding. For a 
while, the birds tended him, and then he went to a village where God blessed a widow 
and her son to provide for Elijah. They were suffering from the drought, but God 
sustained their supplies. 
            As the drought worsened, Elijah became a wanted man. King Ahab blamed 
Elijah for the suffering, but in the third year, when Elijah presented himself to the king, 
he made clear Ahab was the cause (18:18). He proposed a meeting between Elijah and 
the prophets of the pagan religion Ahab was promoting. In a powerful ceremony, God 
made clear He was the one, true God, and the pagan promoters died on the mountain 
(18:40). 
            Elijah fled in fear, and God ministered to Him with His own presence (19:12). He 
reminded him he was not alone in the work (19:18) and sent him back to work 
combatting sin and making disciples. 
            Pray for endurance and encouragement in the battle against sin. 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019—1 Kings 14-16 
            When Jesus encountered the sinful, He loved them, but He never approved of 
their sin. The sick and broken often came to him boldly, knowing they needed His help. 
The key to restoration was transparency and repentance. Jesus’ power would work 
when they walked in Jesus’ way. 



            Jeroboam was leading the nations God gave him, but he immediately corrupted 
the tribes and himself by setting up alternative worship sites. When Jeroboam came into 
legitimate spiritual need, he had his wife disguise herself and go to the prophet (14:1-
20). He was not interested in repentance. He knew he was wrong but wouldn’t change. 
As a result, God prophesied his son’s death and his family’s demise (15:29). 
            Meanwhile, Rehoboam was leading the southern kingdom of Judah and was 
attacked by Egypt. The Egyptians took the shields of gold from the Temple, so 
Rehoboam replaced them with bronze. He wanted to keep the appearance but wouldn’t 
make the sacrifice for the real, costly substance. 
            King Asa, however, was willing to do the hard work of repentance and 
restoration. He did “what was pleasing in the Lord’s sight, as his ancestor David had 
done” (15:11). He banished the immoral worship sites and removed the idols. This was 
unpopular but absolutely necessary. 
            Rather quickly, the two nations began to unravel, and their undoing was due to 
their spiritual lethargy and immorality. Repentance and faithfulness were the obvious 
solutions, but few were willing to do that. Pray for leaders who practice faithfulness and 
lead others to do the same. 
Tuesday, June 18, 2019—1 Kings 11-13 
            Gardens need tending. No garden will produce a bounty unless the gardener 
continually pulls weeds from the surrounding soil, prunes the plants to promote growth, 
and treats the soil to ensure its health. Growth requires constant attention. 
            In the same way, the wisest of God’s followers will not remain wise or drift into 
godliness. He makes the pursuit of God a daily task. She allows the Spirit to stir self-
discipline in her all the days of her life. 
            Despite his great wisdom, Solomon chose to have 700 wives and 300 
concubines. They turned his heart from God to idols despite the clear instruction from 
God not to do those things (11:2-3). Solomon allowed his pursuit of pleasure to override 
his faithfulness to God, so God announced to Solomon that He would be giving part of 
the kingdom to another king. 
            When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam took the throne, and men came to him 
asking him to rule with a softer hand than his father, lessening the work and lowering 
the taxes (12:4). Older counselors told him this was wise. His younger friends told him 
to be harsher. He chose the latter, so Jeroboam led 10 tribes in revolt. 
            Though God promised to be with him and bless him if he obeyed as king (11:37-
38), Jeroboam felt the need to secure the kingdom and the people’s loyalty himself, so 
he devised ways to keep them from traveling to Jerusalem to worship, thus immediately 
violating God’s demands. Rather than sowing seeds of faithfulness, he was planting 
weeds of wickedness. 
            Pray for a heart that is faithful and daily discipline to pursue Him. 


