
Thursday, October 14, 2021—Malachi 1-4 

            Old habits are hard to break. Someone can lose weight through healthful eating 

and exercise and then slip back into those routines that allow the weight to return. Many 

have promised to stop gossiping only to find themselves regularly gathering and sharing 

the latest “news.” 

            Habits reflect the condition of the heart. For generations, God’s people were 

habitual sinners. They worshiped idols. They compromised their devotion to Him. He 

sent Israel and Judah into exile as a result. When Judah returned from Babylon, the 

prophets and leaders had to exhort and rebuke the people about the very same habits 

that cost their ancestors so dearly. They, too, were habitual sinners. Their hearts were 

not fully God’s. 

            The people questioned God in Malachi’s day, wondering whether He truly loved 

them (1:2). God turned the argument against them and asked the same question. They 

were bringing him half-hearted worship and second-rate sacrifices. If they loved Him, 

they had a sloppy way of showing it. They were going through the motions and 

wearying God with it (2:17). 

            The only solution was for God to send a purifying revival. His messenger would 

prepare the way by speaking truth that would refine the people. They would no longer 

withhold what was rightfully God’s, and God would bless their obedience with 

abundance (3:11). God promised to change the hearts of fathers and children (4:6). 

Otherwise, the curse that plagued previous generations would continue like a bad habit. 

            Praise God for the transformational power of Jesus. Pray for a life of discipline 

that reflects His character and purpose. 

Wednesday, October 13, 2021—Nehemiah 10-13 

            The beginning of a school year comes with great anticipation and lengthy 

preparation. Parents buy new clothes and supplies for their children. Teachers prepare 

attendance sheets, seating charts, and grade books. To have a successful year 

requires advanced planning. 

            Ezra and Nehemiah urged and equipped the people to return to the guidance of 

the Word and to rebuild the wall and the Temple. As that process neared completion, 

Nehemiah recorded the names of so many of those who would be responsible for the 

faithful exercise of worship that the Word, wall, and Temple allowed. The priests 

connected the people to God, the Levites served the priests, and the people had 

responsibilities for giving money and resources for worship. Fruitfulness required 

everyone’s input. 

            At the dedication ceremony, the people rejoiced (12:43). God called them to 

worship Him, and they were grateful to do so. The Word revealed to them the way they 

were to live (10:29), and they realized there were some hard decisions they had to 

make to be obedient (13:1-3). 

            Nehemiah reacted harshly when he realized how careless some of the leaders 

had become (13:4-31). They were not keeping the Temple holy, they were not honoring 

the Sabbath, and they were not worshiping Yahweh alone. They were compromising in 

so many ways to align with the peoples around them rather than be unique for the glory 



of God. 

            Prepare every day to follow Christ and bear fruit. Evaluate at the end of each 

day to celebrate faithfulness and correct wanderings. 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021—Nehemiah 7-9 

            Dietrich Bonhoeffer said that when Christ calls a man, he bids him to come and 

die. Jesus knew His Kingdom was not of this world, so people had to die to their own 

selfish desires and the ways of the natural world in order to experience all He had for 

them. In dying to self, they would find a new identity in Him and the path to true life. 

            God works through the identity He gives to His people to give them a Kingdom 

assignment. Each person is part of something bigger and more significant than self. 

When Nehemiah had finished the reconstruction of the wall, the people were able to 

transition to the work of being God’s people. Nehemiah, therefore, aligned the people by 

their tribal heritage so they would fulfill the task God had given to each tribe (7:6-62). 

            The work was not about simply fulfilling a role or accomplishing a mission. They 

were bringing glory to God through their service and finding meaning and value in life. 

God had prescribed all of this in His word, so Ezra read the word publicly so the people 

could hear from God collectively and agree once again corporately on their purpose and 

goals. Some men explained the word carefully, and the people responded in gratitude, 

worship, and obedience (8:1-18). 

            Taking time to consider who God is and what He has done moved the people to 

honor Him and covenant together to serve Him (9:1-38). Pray for your faith to move you 

to work in your church to glorify Jesus. 

Monday, October 11, 2021—Nehemiah 4-6 

            “Mine!” One of the first expressions toddlers learn arrives when something they 

have becomes the prize of possession of another. They want what is theirs even if it 

truly is not theirs. 

            When the Jews returned to their God-given home after the Babylonian exile, 

there were a number of peoples who had laid claim to the vacant spaces. Sanballat was 

the leader of one of those groups, and he mocked the Jews for their efforts. Did they 

think they could really accomplish their goals? Rather than confronting them directly, 

Nehemiah turned these harassers over to the Lord (4:4-5). He was their Defender. 

            Toddlers rarely give in without a screaming fight. Sanballat, Tobiah, and their 

cohorts were no different. They made things difficult, but Nehemiah and his people 

remained faithful to the Lord and His commands to rebuild. They also planned and 

equipped for self-defense if needed. 

            The rebuilding effort was hard on everyone. The Jews cried out against other 

Jews because they were not being fair to one another. Their desire to survive and 

succeed made them short-sighted and selfish. Nehemiah led them to repent and live for 

mutual benefit (5:6-19). 

            The antagonists would not go away. They tried to draw Nehemiah into a private 

meeting. They told Nehemiah the rumor was growing that he was planning to rebel 

(6:6). Another tried to convince him to hide in the Temple Nehemiah would not fear, 

hide, or back down. He was confident. 



            Thank God for the self-sacrificial call and confidence of Christ. 

Sunday, October 10, 2021—Nehemiah 1-3 

            Jesus promises in John 10:10 that life in relationship with God is one of 

abundance. That peace and joy do not prevent the arrival of hard times and the need to 

lament. The people of Israel knew this firsthand. 

            Nehemiah had grown up under Persian rule. Many of those in exile prayed for 

their homeland and longed to return. When Nehemiah received word of the sad state of 

the Holy City, he was deeply troubled (1:4). The people of God ought to have those 

moments when they know the righteousness and power and God and see the need for 

His hand to stop evil and correct its damage. Nehemiah called out to God to forgive His 

people for their sin and to restore them in their repentance. 

            The burden of the news weighed heavily on Nehemiah, and the sadness spilled 

over into his daily role as cupbearer for the king. Concerned for his own safety, the king 

asked Nehemiah about his condition. Nehemiah prayed (2:4) and then asked the king to 

allow him to go to Jerusalem to help rebuild it. The king agreed and provided materials 

to help accomplish the task. 

            The work was not easy as they had opposition from malcontents and critics, but 

the work was successful because Nehemiah called on many people to share the labor. 

Together they honored God and restore the wall. 

            Lament over the devastation brought by sin. Pray for the courage to do 

something, as salt and light, to repair what is broken. Pray for others to come alongside 

you and help. 

Saturday, October 9, 2021—Ezra 8-10 

            Peter reminded the believers who were scattered across the New Testament 

world that God is not slow in keeping His promises. He is patient, providing time for 

repentance. To Him, a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day 

(2 Peter 3:8-9). 

            Ezra and his contemporaries experienced this methodical working of God as 

well. Cyrus started the return process. Darius approved its continuation. Ezra came 

home during the reign of Artaxerxes (8:1). God was working consistently to restore His 

people to Israel as He had promised. He is not slow. He is faithful. 

            Ezra wanted to help his people live faithfully, so he made sure there were men 

from the tribe of Levi who could lead them in worship (8:15). Ezra recognized the power 

and position of the king, but he trusted God above all to protect them and provide for 

them on their lengthy journey from Babylon to Jerusalem (8:22-23). 

            When Ezra arrived, he and his team rested for three days. Then, seeing the 

sinfulness of his people, Ezra fell down in anguish and prayer (9:5). He couldn’t believe 

his people were wasting the opportunity to please and honor God. After his prayer, the 

people admitted their sin and committed to the holy role God had given them (10:3). 

Their sin required difficult, uncomfortable actions, but God’s glory was worth the 

struggle. 

            Thank God for His being at work at all times. Pray for patience when His timing 

seems slow. Repent and endure difficulty for His glory. 



Friday, October 8, 2021—Ezra 5-7 

            The Founding Fathers knew the foundation of America was not simply good 

ideas or brilliant people. They recognized the working of God to bring about a new 

nation and wrote about inalienable rights endowed by the Creator. The authority for 

such an audacious effort was external. 

            As the exiles sought to rebuild the Temple, they appealed to two external 

authorities. First and foremost was the call of God. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah 

(5:1) called the people to accomplish the task God had given. The second authorities 

were the king who had authorized and funded the project, Cyrus, and the current king, 

Darius. 

            Their obedience to God brought opposition from man. This is quite frequently 

the case. When God is at work bringing repentance and revival, the renewed holiness 

brings glory to Him. The forces of darkness try to keep pace and stir up trouble for the 

saints. Trusting God, the exiles appealed to Darius to check the records and see that 

Cyrus had authorized the work. Darius found this to be true and blessed the effort (6:1-

12). 

            When Ezra arrived in Israel, he based his entire existence on the authority of the 

word (7:10). He lived by the truths he discovered therein and wanted everyone in Israel 

to live by them. Ignoring that authority had cost the previous generations dearly. He 

didn’t want a repeat of history. 

            Thank God for the truth of His word and the guidance of the Spirit. Pray they will 

strengthen and guide you daily. 


