
Monday, August 12, 2019—Jeremiah 24-26 

            “It’s for your own good.” Rarely has someone heard this and believed it. As the 

bedroom door closed or the person on the other end of the call hung up, the thought of 

punishment or denial as a good thing did not register. After all, how could something 

bad ever be something good? 

            God was sending His people into exile for their own good (24:5). They would be 

treated well and preserved in Babylon while He did a harsh work of cleansing the 

Promised Land of all the sin His people had committed for generations. By enduring a 

lesser penalty in Babylon, they would avoid a greater problem at home. It was for their 

own good. 

            This would not be a quick fix, however. God was not “grounding” them for a 

week or a month because of their sin. He was putting into motion a 70-year plan that 

would see many of them die in Babylon before their children and further generations 

would return home. This would be long, but they could be certain God would restore the 

remnant to Israel and bring great punishment on all the nations around Israel (25:1-38). 

            While obedient to the Lord, Jeremiah was a hated man in Jerusalem. People 

accused him of being a traitor (26:11) because he spoke against the Holy City and its 

people. A humble witness remembered the prophecy of Micah and reminded the people 

that Jeremiah was echoing the words God had provided a generation before (26:17-19). 

            Thank God for His discipline that shapes us and His word that directs us. Pray 

for growth in holiness and daily pursuit of Him. 

Sunday, August 11, 2019—Jeremiah 21-23 

            When planning fuel needs, mission coordinators know there is a “point of no 

return” for every vessel and vehicle. They have a limited amount of fuel, so when they 

fly, drive, or sail to a certain point, they cannot turn around. They must move forward 

and complete the mission. 

            King Zedekiah sent word to Jeremiah asking him to pray for Jerusalem. Perhaps 

God would do a mighty miracle as in the past to deliver the city from Nebuchadnezzar. 

Jeremiah told him they had reached the point of no return. Nothing could stop the 

Chaldean army. 

            God’s people had a choice. They could willingly submit to Nebuchadnezzar’s 

rule, survive the invasion, and go into captivity, or they could fight and die (21:8-10). 

King Zedekiah would still have God’s calling to lead the people with justice and to do 

what was right (22:1-3). His leadership would simply not be from a place of overall 

authority. 

            For those being led away, the sadness was profound. They would never see 

their homeland again (22:10-12). A rapid succession of three kings illustrated a 

foundational problem—the shepherds of Israel (the kings, priests, and prophets) had not 

led well (23:2, 9-36). One day God would bring them back and put faithful shepherds 

over the people (23:4). One magnificent king would have the name The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness (23:6) because He would lead the people so effectively. 

            Thank God for sending Jesus to the point of no return—enduring the cross to 

lead us into righteousness. Pray for personal holiness and growth. Pray for your 



shepherds to lead well. 

Saturday, August 10, 2019—Jeremiah 17-20 

            Common wisdom tells people to follow their hearts as they make decisions 

about relationships, jobs, and more. Rather than listening to sound advice and godly 

wisdom, the encouragement is to listen to the leadings of emotions and desires. This 

was the folly of God’s people. 

            Jeremiah told them the ones who trusted in Yahweh and had their hope and 

confidence in Him were the ones who were blessed. After all, the heart is deceitful and 

desperately wicked. Those who follow something so flawed will find themselves cursed 

and punished (17:7-10). The righteous, however, worship at the throne of the eternal, 

high, and glorious One (17:12) regardless of what emotion or culture dictate or expect. 

            God gave Jeremiah a beautiful picture of what He expected of His people. He 

sent Jeremiah to the house of a potter, and Jeremiah watched as the potter took the 

lump of clay and formed it as he wished (18:1-4). The clay never talked back or 

questioned the potter. Judah could not question the goodness or plans of God, yet they 

did so continually. Their stubborn refusal to listen to Him and to abide by His desires 

was going to bring their destruction (19:15). Like a clay jar, they would be shattered 

(19:10-11). 

            Jeremiah struggled to obey because the people rejected his words and 

threatened his life. He loathed his life (20:14-18), but he was confident in God. “Now I 

will sing out my thanks to the Lord! Praise the Lord! For though I was poor and needy, 

he delivered me from my oppressors” (20:13). Like Jeremiah, sing praise to God despite 

any struggles in life. 

Friday, August 9, 2019—Jeremiah 13-16 

            People learn in a variety of ways, but all learners respond to illustrations. Stories 

and pictures help make an abstract idea more practical and relatable. God used a 

powerful picture for Jeremiah to make His point. 

            Jeremiah took a linen belt and hid it in the rocks near the Euphrates River. After 

some time, he found the belt to be mildewed and rotten—totally useless. So were God’s 

people to Him. While they were to have clung to Him like a belt, their pride and idolatry 

made them useless. They were to be His pride (13:11), but their own pride got in the 

way. 

            While this picture was for Jeremiah, the drought that struck the land was an 

illustration for all. They had wandered from Him for so long they were dry and dying 

spiritually (14:1-10). Many prophets were trying to tell the people God would once again 

come to their rescue and give them peace (14:14), but God was not going to do so this 

time. Like Jeremiah, God Himself wept over the state of His people. 

            Jeremiah struggled to complete the difficult task God had given him, and he 

freely admitted the only way he could survive was through the fueling of the word of 

God (15:16). God affirmed Jeremiah’s struggle and His promise to sustain him if 

Jeremiah remained faithful (15:19-21). 

            Praise God for being your strength and fortress, the only refuge in the day of 

trouble (16:19). Pray for knowledge from Him each day. 



Thursday, August 8, 2019—Jeremiah 9-12 

            Sin is dangerous in so many ways because it damages the relationship between 

God and man as well as the relationship between people themselves. When sin infects 

a person, no one can trust him. “Beware of your neighbor! Beware of your brother!” 

Jeremiah said (9:4). The sin coursing through all of them was leading them to defraud 

one another and lie to each other. God had no choice but to act. 

            God changes the hearts of people. Those who are not changed are not His, and 

they have no hope for protection or flourishing. They make their own gods and give 

them worship though these gods have no power to save or to provide. The frustration 

for Jeremiah and the few others who were faithful is that they would suffer temporarily 

for the sins of the majority. God would restore the remnant but only after the exile. 

            Jeremiah was at great risk as he shared God’s word to His people. The people 

were plotting to kill him, and he had been as clueless as a lamb being led to slaughter 

(11:18-19). There are times when obedience to God is the most dangerous thing a 

person can do. He should do it regardless. 

            God was preparing to punish His people and the nations around them for their 

blatant disregard for holiness. At the same time, He was planning to have compassion 

on the remnant of the faithful as well as anyone from other nation who would align with 

His holiness (12:14-17). 

            Thank God for His holiness, strength, and compassion. 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019—Jeremiah 6-8 

            “I don’t know how it happened. It just . . . did. I don’t know how I got here. It just . 

. . happened.” So often, the ones who have had warning signs and caution spoken to 

them remain amazed and ignorant when difficulty and disaster come. They wonder why 

they are hurting. 

            For centuries, God had warned His people of impending doom. The southern 

kingdom of Judah even had the example of the fall of the northern kingdom Israel, yet 

they remained intent on disobedience. Jeremiah was beginning to boil over in anger at 

the dullness of the people (6:11). How many times and in how many ways could God 

say it? God saw nothing any longer to redeem (6:29) and labeled them as rejected 

(6:30). 

            Because of His perfect character and great love, God continued to speak 

through Jeremiah the message of repentance and restoration (7:1-7). In the same 

message, however, Jeremiah told the people not to fool themselves and believe that 

being at the Temple and going through religious motions would be sufficient (7:8-11). 

            Surprisingly, God told Jeremiah not to pray for the people any longer (7:16). He 

had told the people from the beginning of their relationship with Him that He wanted 

their obedience (7:23), but they were swiftly running down the path of sin (8:6). 

Jeremiah wept over it all (8:21). 

            Thank God for clearly defining His truth and expectation through Jesus and His 

word. Pray for increasing obedience and genuine love. Look for areas in which tradition 

and action have replaced true worship. 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019—Jeremiah 3-5 



            George W. Bush, in a speech in Dallas, Texas, memorializing slain police 

officers, said humans tend to judge others by the worst of their actions and themselves 

by the best of their intentions. Humans want to make much of others’ faults and little of 

their own. Jeremiah agrees. 

            God’s people had prostituted themselves with the idols of their day, but they 

wanted God to accept them as if this were only a small issue (3:1-5). God wanted the 

people to grieve over their sin as much as He did. Otherwise, there would be neither 

repentance nor wonder at His grace. In effect, they had forgotten God and wandered 

away (3:21). His mercy moved Him to call them back. Would they repent? 

            This coming back was more than feeling sorry for doing wrong or being 

ashamed at being caught and exposed. True repentance would mean walking away 

from idols and living righteous lives that upheld justice and dispensed blessing to the 

nations. They were to live as ambassadors of a new kingdom that turned peoples’ 

attention to the one, true King. Without this change, they would face the bitter dose of 

their own medicine (4:1-18). 

            Jeremiah wept over his people and their destiny (4:19). The Lord was searching 

for honesty, but they, with faces set like stone, refused to repent (5:3). The young and 

simple were vulnerable and guilty because the leaders had not trained and protected 

them (5:7-9). They would serve a foreign king, but God would not abandon them (5:18-

19). 

            Pray for honest evaluation of self and renewed awe of His grace. 


