
   

Monday, March 4, 2019—Deuteronomy 13-16 

            Life is full of tests. Those dieting tend to see off-limits food quite frequently. The one 

refraining from bad language for Lent has frustrations all the time. Tests challenge us to consider 

what is right and true. 

            God made clear to His people He wanted their complete allegiance. They were not to 

worship other gods or make idols though they would be surrounded by cultures who did. They 

were to worship Him and Him alone. There would be many tests in their new home as people 

encouraged them to worship other gods. Their reaction was to destroy those people and those 

villages. They had no other option but to purge the evil. “The Lord your God will be merciful only 

if you obey him and keep all his commands I am giving you today, doing what is pleasing to him” 

(13:18). 

            God wanted their lives to represent Him. What they ate was important, so He gave them 

instructions on what was clean and unclean. All they possessed was truly His. They were to give a 

tithe to express their joy over knowing Him and being trusted to use these gifts and to care for 

others. Their stewardship and generosity would make their culture unlike all others. Everyday 

necessities, like eating and spending, were to glorify God. 

            Their gatherings were to bring honor to God as well. Three times each year they would 

meet at the place God appointed to celebrate His grace, their harvest, and the joy of being His 

(16:1-17). 

            Pray for faithfulness in every area of life. Ask God to glorify Himself through you. 

Sunday, March 3, 2019—Deuteronomy 10-12 

            Moses recounted the journey of Israel as a reminder to the new generation of leaders of 

what God had done and what He expected of His people. The Levites, Moses said, had no 

inheritance because God set them apart “to carry the Ark of the Lord’s covenant, to minister 

before the Lord, and to pronounce blessings in his name” (10:8). They set the example for modern 

Christ-followers who are the visible representatives of His promises, who interact with Him 

continually in praise and confession, and who strive to be salt and light as Jesus commanded, 

blessing believers and non-believers alike in the spirit of Jesus Himself. 

            For the entire nation, the call from God was to obey (10:12-11:7). Their obedience would 

give them the strength to accomplish everything God had commanded and promised. 

Disobedience was the reason the previous generation had wandered for 40 years (see Numbers 14). 

Moses did not want this new generation to suffer the same fate. Their faithfulness to God and to 

teaching their children would bring them abundance. 



            God wanted Israel to know Him and enjoy Him. He wanted them to worship Him with 

gladness and feasting (12:7). He did not want their relationship to be drudgery but one of life and 

hope. Everything hinged on their love for Him and obedience to His commands. 

            Thank God for calling you to follow Him. Praise Him for the life and power that comes 

from knowing Christ and having His Spirit. Pray for increasing joy and obedience for His glory and 

your joy. 

Saturday, March 2, 2019—Deuteronomy 7-9 

            God does not want His people to dabble with sin or treat it lightly. Exhibits at zoos have 

fences and guardrails because wild animals, though tamed by years in their controlled surroundings 

maintain the ability to maim or kill. Likewise, sin may look “cute” or seem manageable, but it will 

hinder, taint, and destroy. Sin separates the holy and the unholy. 

            When Israel entered the Promised Land, they were to destroy completely the nations 

around them (7:2). They were not to intermarry. They were not to adopt some of their culture. 

They were to remove any evidence of them and any opportunity for them to blemish their 

holiness. 

            God loved Israel not because of their worthiness or ability (7:7-8) but simply because He 

loved them. In turn, they were to express their love through obedience (8:1). The nations they were 

about to encounter were living in complete rebellion against God, and the Israelites were going to 

execute God’s judgment against them. Israel was to be careful that the abundance God was about 

to lavish on them did not lead them into complacency and the same rebellion these ungodly 

nations exhibited (8:19). 

            God had used the wilderness wanderings to humble the people and show them they 

needed nothing but Him (8:3-5). He was about to take them into a land with giants (9:1-3). He was 

again going to prove He was their only source of hope and strength. He was doing the impossible 

for their good and His glory. 

            Praise God for His provision. Pray for obedience for His glory. 

Friday, March 1, 2019—Deuteronomy 4-6 

            People groups have characteristic about them that make them different from the peoples 

around them—language, food, tradition, clothing, and more. The way someone dresses, speaks, or 

acts makes clear they are different from others. Sometimes, other cultures celebrate and even 

embrace these differences. Other times, this is not the case. Each time, however, there is no doubt 

the difference exist. 



            Moses could not remind the nation enough that they were different from everyone else. No 

other nation had a god who was attentive to their prayers the way Yahweh was for Israel (4:7). No 

other nation had laws that promised blessing when they obeyed like the Hebrews (4:8). God had 

called them to be different and dealt with them like no one else. Moses did not want them to waste 

the opportunity and the blessing like their parents. 

            The new land would present all kinds of opportunity for blessing and plenty of temptation 

for disobedience, so Moses urged them to seek God with all their heart and their soul so they 

might find Him (4:29), and God Himself expressed His desire that the people pursue Him with this 

kind of heart (5:29) so He could bless their descendants. 

            Moses reminded them of the Ten Commandments (5:6-21) as an explicit example of their 

unique status and blessing compared to the rest of the world. God had given no such code and 

promise to any other people. They would be righteous before God as long as they obeyed (6:25). 

            Pray for wholehearted commitment and daily pursuit of God. 

Thursday, February 28, 2019—Deuteronomy 1-3 

            Coaches shape the lives of their players. They provide insight into performing well. They 

scout the opponent and share the way players can exploit those weaknesses. Coaches can do so 

many things to prepare their players, but they cannot play the game. They stand to the side and 

watch, wondering whether the players have learned and will execute the plan. 

            Moses had “coached” the Hebrews through their 40-year journey through the desert, and 

now the new generation was in place to take their first steps toward the Promised Land. Moses 

reminded them of why they had been in the desert so long—the people refused to trust God 

(1:32). This is what faith truly is—trusting God to do in the future what He has done in the past, 

relying on His future grace. The people lacked that trust. 

            Moses himself would not be able to go in, so he could only teach, remind, and challenge. 

The people, under Joshua’s leadership, would need to act in trust, unlike their parents. They had 

seen God work throughout their journey, so Moses concluded, “Do not be afraid of the nations 

there, for the Lord your God will fight for you” (3:22). 

            What great challenge has God given? What fear cripples or makes life uncertain? Greater is 

He who is in you than he who is in the world. Step forward each day in faith. Pray for an increasing 

amount of faith in His grace. Pray for leaders who help you walk faithfully. 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019—Numbers 34-36 

            Dreams eventually become reality. A house begins with thoughts and wishes, becomes a set 



of blueprints, and eventually takes on an actual roof, flooring, and walls. Without design, the dream 

never materializes. 

            God was preparing Israel to live in the Promised Land, the dream they had for the nearly 

40 years since they had left slavery. In Numbers 34, God describes the boundaries of the land and 

the leaders who will guide the people in possessing it. He was giving them the blueprints for their 

home. 

            Imagine the wonder at the possibility of no longer being a slave and no longer wandering in 

the wilderness. Imagine the excitement of building a home, a flock, a field, and family. Imagine the 

uncertainty of being responsible when never having been responsible. God was giving His people a 

blessing and a calling in one large gift. 

            Each tribe received land, and they were to give a portion to the Levites because the Levites 

did not receive a portion of their own. The entire nation was responsible for them. These cities 

served the Levites, and some also became cities of refuge, a place for someone to flee when he 

accidentally killed another. This gave him a place of safe harbor while awaiting trial (35:9-12). God 

was establishing justice as a guiding principle. 

            Thank God for calling His people to new life and to great responsibility. Pray for clear 

understanding of your role in the church and the Kingdom. Help others learn and do the same. 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019—Numbers 31-33 

            Human mothers often joke about being “mama bear” when discussing their protection of 

their children. Fathers may refer to cleaning their shotgun when a potential suitor comes by the 

house for a date with their daughters. Parents go to great lengths to protect their children. 

            When Midian led Israel into idolatry, God called Moses to bring retribution against Midian 

(31:2). God had disciplined Israel for their sin, but He was also going to act against Midian. They 

were a threat to His people. They would continue to tempt His people to give their worship to 

their gods rather than to Him, so He wanted them removed. When the Israelites brought their 

offerings to God to celebrate their great victory, they were publicly reminding themselves they 

belonged to God (31:53). 

            Moses knew the people belonged to God, but he was also aware they belonged to one 

another. When the tribes of Reuben and Gad asked to remain on the east side of the Jordan, 

Moses was deeply concerned. They could not abandon the rest. These two tribes, and half the tribe 

of Manasseh, promised to finish the process of taking the Promised Land on the west, but they 

would plant their families, flocks, and fields on the east. 

            Numbers 33 recounts the journey Israel took toward their destiny and ends with a call to 



drive out all idolatry (33:55). Praise God for the way He has protected and directed you and for the 

people He has given you as community for your journey. Pray for holiness in you and them.  

Sunday, March 3, 2019—Deuteronomy 10-12 

 Moses recounted the journey of Israel as a reminder to the new generation of leaders of 

what God had done and what He expected of His people. The Levites, Moses said, had no 

inheritance because God set them apart “to carry the Ark of the LORD’s covenant, to minister 

before the LORD, and to pronounce blessings in his name” (10:8). They set the example for 

modern Christ-followers who are the visible representatives of His promises, who interact with 

Him continually in praise and confession, and who strive to be salt and light as Jesus commanded, 

blessing believers and non-believers alike in the spirit of Jesus Himself. 

 For the entire nation, the call from God was to obey (10:12-11:7). Their obedience would 

give them the strength to accomplish everything God had commanded and promised. 

Disobedience was the reason the previous generation had wandered for 40 years (see Numbers 14). 

Moses did not want this new generation to suffer the same fate. Their faithfulness to God and to 

teaching their children would bring them abundance. 

 God wanted Israel to know Him and enjoy Him. He wanted them to worship Him with 

gladness and feasting (12:7). He did not want their relationship to be drudgery but one of life and 

hope. Everything hinged on their love for Him and obedience to His commands. 

 Thank God for calling you to follow Him. Praise Him for the life and power that comes 

from knowing Christ and having His Spirit. Pray for increasing joy and obedience for His glory and 

your joy. 
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