
Monday, December 16, 2019—1 Peter 3-5 

            Following Jesus creates a new reality. The “now-and-not-yet” nature of His 

Kingdom means His followers live in a world where He is King, yet they live in a world 

where they must respect the authority of others as well. God puts those authorities in 

place to bring order. 

            In 1 Peter 2, Peter illustrated how this worked for life in general and for those 

who were slaves in that day. He then encourages wives, as they pursued godliness 

above all things, to respect the authority of their husbands (3:1-6) as the structure God 

had given for flourishing. Likewise, husbands were to give honor to their wives (3:7), or 

their prayers would be hindered. Not treating them well was a reflection on their walk 

with God. 

            Peter was challenging all believers to put Christ first and endure whatever 

hardship came their way. Suffering would come because Jesus Himself suffered, but 

God eventually exalted Him. God was aware and would care for and reward those who 

pursued peace and righteousness. 

            This willingness to suffer would shape their character as they continually 

pursued Jesus and avoided evil. They would then be free to serve the Lord and serve 

one another (4:10-11) with the gifts God had given them for their good and His glory. 

Peter urged them to trust God no matter their circumstances because He would never 

fail them (4:19). 

            Praise God for the authorities He has put in your life. Cast all your worries on 

Him because He cares for you (5:6-7). 

Sunday, December 15, 2019—Philemon, 1 Peter 1-2 

            “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” is one of the most iconic of American Christmas 

songs. Written from the perspective of a soldier far away from home during the holidays, 

the song exudes the warmth of family and the power of being together. Paul, too, knew 

the power of the community and the importance of God’s people having warm 

relationships and making things right when wrongs had occurred. 

            In Philemon, Paul writes to a slave owner whose slave Onesimus ran away, 

found Paul in Rome, and come to know Christ as Savior. Paul encourages Philemon to 

forgive Onesimus and to see him no longer as a slave but as a brother in Christ and 



partner in ministry. Only the Good News can make reconciliation like this possible. 

            Paul wrote to Philemon about a difficult, personal decision. Peter wrote to a host 

of believers who were facing an even more difficult setting. Persecution was increasing, 

and Peter wanted them to endure with hope. He reminded them that salvation was a 

privilege granted by God’s mercy (1:3), and God was not going to waste His work or 

suspend His planned inheritance for them. Fiery trials would not cause them lasting 

loss. 

            In fact, the tests were purifying their faith and bringing even greater praise to 

Jesus (1:7). The prophets had spoken of it, and the angels longed to look into it. 

Believers could pursue holiness with confidence, and they could love one another with 

intensity (1:13-22), fully trusting God (2:25). 

            Praise God for your faith family and His presence in difficulty. 

Saturday, December 14, 2019—Hebrews 11-13 

            “I hope he comes,” the little child says as he leaves cookies and milk for Santa. 

In those words is an expression of deep desire but uncertainty. Santa’s regular arrival 

on Christmas deepens that hope annually. 

            Hebrews was dealing not with myth but the reality of Jesus. In the latter portion 

of chapter 10, he reminded the readers of how deeply they trusted Jesus despite the 

difficulties in their early days. They had confident trust in Him then. There was no 

reason to walk away from that now. True faith was steeped in certainty. There was 

confident assurance of what Jesus could do. There was evidence of things not yet seen. 

This is the kind of faith God had always stirred in His people and blessed (11:1-2). 

            It was by faith that God’s people pleased Him and endured. They often did not 

receive all the promises God made, yet they were not disappointed because they knew 

they were simply passing through this life to something fuller and greater. By faith they 

placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life (11:35). By faith they pleased God. 

            Hebrews wanted his readers to run their race of life with the same faithful 

endurance. Keeping their eyes on Jesus because He was the ultimate example and 

prize, they would not grow weary and give up. God was disciplining them for His glory 

and their good (12:1-13). He was worthy of their obedience, and they could not afford to 

disobey and shrink away. 



            Pray that God will produce in you what is pleasing to Him (13:21). 

Friday, December 13, 2019—Hebrews 8-10 

            When the presence of God moved into the Tabernacle after the people finished 

building it, 1 Kings 8:11 says the glory of God was so full and heavy that priests could 

not stand and do their job. They had to step away for a moment. God was 

demonstrating His superiority and holiness. 

            Hebrews affirms this superiority in Jesus. While earthly priests stood in the 

Temple and continually offered up sacrifice, Jesus worked in the heavenly tent, and He 

was seated. Rather than standing because His work was ongoing, He sat down (8:1, 

10:12) to signify the end of sacrifice. Hebrews did not want his readers returning to an 

incomplete, inferior way of worship. Jesus represented the new covenant God promised 

(8:8-13). 

            The old covenant dealt with food and drink and ritual washing (9:10), external 

regulations that had limitations. Jesus replaced those regulations with Himself and 

provided an eternal way to the presence of the Father. He was the High Priest and the 

sacrifice (9:11-12). The old system affirmed the shedding of blood’s ability to provide 

forgiveness (9:22), but it was temporary. Christ’s blood was an eternal transaction. 

            Because Christ’s blood was the perfect substitute for atonement, He perfected 

forever all those He is making holy (10:14). He did what no earthly priest and no 

animal’s blood could ever do. Rather than covering over sin, His blood took away sin’s 

debt and God’s anger. He provided direct access to God the Father so His people can 

endure what comes. 

            Pray for deepening trust in Jesus and patient endurance (10:36). 

Thursday, December 12, 2019—Hebrews 5-7 

            Hebrews makes the case for the supremacy of Christ in a number of ways. For 

instance, Hebrews shows how Jesus is superior to all the messengers God has sent. 

Angels, prophets, and Moses himself do not compare to the majesty and authority of 

Jesus. 

            Hebrews also shows how Jesus supersedes all the priests who have stood in 

the gap between God and man. God’s people always needed a priest to intercede for 

them in their sin and weakness. Jesus, because He was fully God and fully man, could 



identity with them like no other priest, and Jesus was qualified like no other priest 

because He revered God like no other person ever could. God designated Him a priest 

forever (5:1-10). 

            Sadly, the Hebrew audience had not matured like they should when having such 

a great Savior and salvation, and Hebrews feared they were going to miss out on the 

richness God had for them because they were considering walking away. Disobedience 

and lack of faith had never worked out positively for God’s people. Spiritual dullness and 

indifference were devastating possibilities, and Hebrews wanted better for them (5:11-

6:12). 

            Some were considering going back to a life with priests in the line of Levi—

flawed men in a powerless system. In Jesus, they had a perfect priest fulfilling a better 

covenant (7:22). Jesus had sacrificed himself to fulfill all the requirements. They needed 

only to keep trusting Him. 

            Praise God for the perfection and power of Jesus. Pray for faithfulness to Him 

and repentance from anything drawing you away. 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019—Hebrews 1-4 

            Christmas is a season of hope. Light fills the darkness of night. Wish lists 

express the desires of children and adults alike. The Savior who came is the Victor who 

will come again. Hope stirs the soul. 

            Hebrews addresses Christians who had lost hope. The audience was likely 

people who had grown up Jewish and later confessed Jesus as Savior and Lord. As 

persecution increased against people of the Way, these beleaguered believers were 

considering returning to their Jewish roots to rid themselves of the heavy weight of 

ridicule and attack. 

            Hebrews wanted to remind them of their hope. Jesus was their hope. God had 

spoken through prophets and delivered messages through angels, but He had done 

something unique and superior through Jesus. He promised everything to Jesus as an 

inheritance (1:2), so Jesus represented the highest good and the finished work. 

Everything else was inferior. 

            God had shown through history the devastating consequences of failing to listen 

to Him and obey (2:1-4). Why would this audience think they could escape punishment 



if they neglected their great gift? Because Jesus had become flesh, He could fully 

identify with them in their suffering. He was the hope. God punished those who 

disobeyed and did not believe, but He gave rest to those who obeyed. Despite their 

struggle and suffering, they saw God’s great provision and protection. Hebrews did not 

want his audience to miss out on this rich promise (4:1-13). 

            Ask God to use His word to reveal weakness and hesitancy. Pray for a fuller 

view of Jesus and deeper trust in Him. 

Tuesday, December 10, 2019—Colossians 1-4 

            Paul wrote to the Romans though he had never visited the church in Rome. He 

also wrote to the Colossians though he had never been in their fellowship. He had 

heard of them and some issues they were discussing, so being in a Roman prison 

would not prevent his sharing vital truth. 

            Paul was praying God would continue to make the Colossians wise and strong 

so they could live with joy and obedience (1:9-12). Jesus was the image of the invisible 

God. He was the Head of the global church. He had rescued them from sin, so He 

deserved their highest obedience and praise. Paul lived and labored to tell others about 

Jesus and shape them into the righteous Bride of Christ, reveling in His riches (1:13-

29). 

            Full confidence in faith would come as they pursued knowing Jesus more fully. 

Being rooted in Christ would help them defend the truth of the gospel against false 

teaching. Being nourished by Christ would help them know where legalistic demands 

were truly empty (2:6-23). 

            Christ was to be their all. They had died with Him. They were now alive in Him. 

He was to consume their thoughts and actions. The old things were dead, so they had 

no reason to pursue those things. They were to put on the new character of Christ each 

day, letting the Word dwell in them richly and rule in their hearts (3:12-17), enriching 

every relationship. 

            Praise God for the transformation Jesus brings. Pray for deepening roots and 

increasing joy in Jesus.  

 


