
Monday, September 16, 2019—Ezekiel 19-21 

            Funerals are usually somber events as family and friends gather to remember. 

Most dress differently for the occasion. Specific biblical passages and songs are 

appropriate for the service. Remembering is an important part of the grieving and 

healing process. 

            Ezekiel led his people in a funeral song for the kings of Israel. He wanted them 

to recognize the death of the nation as they had known it. When they went home (if they 

did), things would be different, and they needed to mourn what was lost. A once vital, 

strong, and recognized nation was now a shadow of itself, incapable of producing a 

leader (19:14). 

            When some of Israel’s leaders came to Ezekiel asking him to request the Lord’s 

help, God responded with derision (20:3). For generations, He had called them to 

obedience and holiness, but the people continually rebelled and refused to obey Him 

(20:13). They did not live as separated people, but He continued to have mercy on 

them, warning the children not to follow in the footsteps of their parents. Instead, they, 

too, fell into idolatry, polluting themselves with the gifts God had given (20:26). 

            God was not going to restore the people in Babylon (20:38), and He was going 

to bring complete devastation to Jerusalem and her people (21:4). Ezekiel was to groan 

before the people with this bitter news (21:6). He was the messenger of judgment 

coming from God. 

            Ask God to highlight areas in need of repentance. Grieve over those areas and 

repent of them. Praise Him for His faithfulness. 

Sunday, September 15, 2019—Ezekiel 15-18 

            Apprentices work with a master. When they arrive, they are of very little use to 

the master, but they watch and assist, learning everything from the master and using his 

tools. Eventually, the apprentice becomes extremely useful as he gains skill and 

experience, but he owes everything to the one who taught him. 

            God told Israel they were a useless vine (15:1-8). They weren’t strong enough to 

be of any value to Him even though He had rescued them from their nothingness and 

provided them countless blessings. He drew a powerful picture in Ezekiel 16 of their 

being like a weak newborn and an unattractive young woman. Despite the uselessness 

of Israel, God had chosen her, cleansed her, clothed her, and blessed her. The world 

knew the power of God in her, but she wasted it on idolatry. 

            Despite their sin, God promised to restore Israel (16:60). They would go through 

discipline in Babylon, but He would keep His promise to them. The rebellious nature ran 

deeply, however, in the people of God, and the exiled leaders tried to find a shortcut 

through the disciplinary process (17:15-18). God sees all and would put a stop to this as 

well. There are no shortcuts on the path to holiness and obedience. 

            God told His people He hated to see wicked people die (18:23). He desires to 

see the righteous flourish, but He cannot stand to see wickedness spread. His holiness 

and justice always act against sin. 

            Pray for continual growth in holiness and pleasure to God. 

Saturday, September 14, 2019—Ezekiel 12-14 



            God asks His people to do unusual things. Doing the same thing will bring the 

same results, so God stirs new things to bring repentance and revival. Ezekiel and 

many others were captives in Babylon, but many remained in Israel. They all knew 

something was different, but they were not sure what, if anything, they needed to do. 

            God asked Ezekiel to be a visual illustration once again. Ezekiel packed his 

bags in broad daylight so everyone could see. Then, at night, he dug a hole through the 

wall of his home and left town with his bags. The next morning, everyone wanted to 

know what it meant. God was saying all of Jerusalem, including Zedekiah, would march 

out as captives. The group in which Ezekiel came was not an anomaly. Punishment was 

coming for all. 

            Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel prophesied during a time when other prophets were 

speaking falsely, assuring the people things would get better soon. God said their 

destruction was certain. They had seen or heard nothing from Him (13:1-3). Like 

whitewashing the outside of a tomb, these prophets were trying to make death look 

good. God was going to make evident they were absolutely incorrect. All was not well. 

            God was going to this extreme end for a foundational reason. “I will do this to 

capture the minds and hearts of all my people who have turned from me to worship their 

detestable idols” (14:5). He wanted them to return to the relationship for which He 

designed them—one with Him. 

            Thank God for the lengths to which He goes to show His love. 

Friday, September 13, 2019—Ezekiel 8-11 

            Ezekiel and Daniel were contemporaries. God spoke to them during the 

Babylonian captivity but used them in different audiences. Daniel was surrounded by 

the officials of the nation in power. Ezekiel had some of the exiled leaders of the Jews 

around him. 

            In Ezekiel 8, God takes Ezekiel in a vision to Jerusalem, and He shows Ezekiel 

images of the idolatry that were driving God from His Temple (8:6). So many things had 

invaded the hearts of God’s people and taken His place. They were giving their hearts’ 

attention and minds’ affection and lives’ allegiance to others, and He was removing His 

presence. He would not remain where He was not welcome. 

            What most fail to realize is the danger in which they find themselves when they 

have dismissed God. God called on the forces to come punish the city (9:1). He protects 

the repentant (9:4) but slays the wicked. Those who forsake Him find themselves 

forsaken by Him. In what must have been one of the most devastating moments of his 

life, Ezekiel saw the glory of God leave the Temple and Jerusalem (10:19, 11:22-23). 

            God told Ezekiel to tell the leaders they were not as safe as they thought. God 

was going to protect those who had been harmed by these disobedient leaders and 

expose the guilty to judgment (11:7-8). Those in captivity were, in reality, safer than 

those back home (11:16-17). Being in the presence of God is better than somewhere 

comfortable or familiar. 

            Praise God for His presence, protection, and provision. 

Thursday, September 12, 2019—Ezekiel 4-7 

            Teachers understand that students learn in different ways. Visual learners thrive 



when they can see information on a screen or a board. Auditory learns absorb material 

they hear individually or in a group. Kinesthetic learners need to move—using their 

hands or bodies, for instance—to absorb the concept. Learning takes time and effort. 

            Despite the exile to Babylon, many of the exiles were not sure what was 

happening, so God used Ezekiel in some unique ways to visualize and express the 

truth. He built a model of Jerusalem to show its coming siege, and he lay on his side for 

more than a year to demonstrate the burden of sin on the land (4:1-8). Sin had brought 

defilement and a great cost. 

            Ezekiel demonstrated the devastation that was coming by cutting and burning 

his hair in thirds over the model of the city. One-third would die from famine and 

disease. One-third would die at the hands of the enemy, and one-third would be 

scattered to the winds (5:12). Their detestable idolatry had germinated for centuries and 

brought forth death. He was calling them into account for their disgusting behavior (7:3). 

            This great debacle would produce in a remnant the proper repentance God 

required (6:9). They would remember God and realize how grieved He was by their sin. 

As a result they would hate themselves. 

            Thank God for being a teacher and a shepherd. Pray for clear understanding of 

sin and daily repentance to follow Him in righteousness. 

Wednesday, September 11, 2019—Ezekiel 1-3 

            The morning of September 11, 2001, brought unimagined horror and eventual 

lessons that most in the Unites States and some around the world will never forget. 

Warnings that had gone unheeded or signs that didn’t make sense suddenly had great 

importance and clarity. The real measure of the morning is the change it continues to 

bring. 

            Ezekiel was an exile in Babylon, taken there by King Nebuchadnezzar when he 

sacked the city of Jerusalem. God had warned His people for generations that their sin 

would cost them, and they had responded in a variety of ways—some with repentance, 

others with confusion, and most with apathy. The exile got everyone’s attention. 

            In His mercy, God did not leave the exiles alone. He came to Ezekiel in a 

dazzling vision (1:1-26) and spoke. His presence was so glorious that Ezekiel had no 

choice but to bow before Him, yet the Spirit told him to stand (2:1). He charged Ezekiel 

with giving difficult information to the Jews and to do so with courage. Despite their 

difficulty, the rebellious people were going to hear Ezekiel’s words and find God’s 

explanation for their exile unacceptable (2:2-10). 

            Because of his humility, Ezekiel found the message as sweet as honey (3:3), but 

he was overwhelmed by the weight of the task before him (3:15). The task was 

unavoidable, however. If Ezekiel did not speak, the people would die in their guilt, and 

Ezekiel would be responsible (3:18). 

            Thank God for clearly giving His message of repentance and life. Pray for daily 

conviction to share Jesus with others. 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019—2 Chronicles 33-36 

            Lottery winners have a track record of becoming destitute. They gain so much 

money in such a short period of time that they are dulled to the need for wisdom and 



discretion. Despite their enormous wealth, they overspend their finances and often ruin 

relationships. 

            Manasseh had the legacy of revival under his father, King Hezekiah, as he took 

control of Judah, and he quickly wasted it. He did what was evil in God’s sight (33:2), 

and God allowed him to wallow in his sinfulness for decades. In that time, he and his 

people became more evil than most of the peoples their ancestors had driven out under 

the leadership of Joshua. Despite warnings from God, there was no repentance, so God 

used the Assyrians to discipline Manasseh and Judah. 

            “But while in deep distress, Manasseh sought the Lord his God and cried out 

humbly to the God of his ancestors” (33:12). Graciously, God answered and restored 

Manasseh, and Manasseh instituted reforms similar to his father’s. While in luxury, he 

had no interest in God. In misery, he sought him. He wasted his spiritual and national 

riches, yet God restored. 

            Josiah, Manasseh’s grandson, determined to seek God at a young age (34:3). 

This desire moved him to spiritual and physical reforms in the country. As a result, his 

men found the Law hidden in the Temple. When they read the scroll, Josiah repented 

for Judah’s lack of obedience (34:19), and he lived with new righteousness before God 

(34:20-35:19). 

            Praise God for the riches of His word. Read and live them daily. 


