
Monday, October 28, 2019—Luke 1-3 

            When investigators find eyewitnesses, their work is made much easier. To learn 

of the actual events from first-hand description is a powerful tool for knowing the truth. 

Luke put together the story of Jesus, compiling eyewitness testimonies and reliable 

sources, so his friend Theophilus could have confidence is the stories he had heard 

about how God became man and changed time and eternity. 

            To prepare the way for Jesus, God worked to bring John to life through his 

senior-adult parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth. Then, God worked miraculously to put 

Jesus in the womb of Mary. (For a doctor like Luke, these realities would have been 

truly fascinating.) When John, which means “God is gracious,” was born, his parents 

named him against family convention because of God’s astounding grace to give them 

a son. 

            When Jesus was born, He arrived in the lowliest of surroundings, and God 

announced His arrival to the lowliest of people. Because He was the King of heaven, 

the angels proclaimed His arrival, and Mary and Joseph named Him Jesus because He 

was going to save His people from sin. 

            Years later, John began a preaching ministry. Messengers would prepare the 

way for kings in that day, but John the Baptist was preparing people, calling them to 

repent—changing their minds and, subsequently, changing their behavior. Jewish 

heritage was no guarantee of righteousness. Each person needed heart change that 

resulted in sacrificial living. They were surrendering to the anointed King, descended 

from God Himself. 

            Praise God for eyewitnesses who told and recorded the truth. Live in surrender 

to the King of kings and Lord of Lords. 

Sunday, October 27, 2019—Mark 14-16 

            Bill Fay, author of Share Jesus without Fear, uses a simple question to set the 

stage for sharing the gospel. “Who is Jesus to you?” There is no “wrong” answer 

because every person has a personal viewpoint. Who Jesus truly is, however, is 

revealed in the pages of Scripture. 

            How someone answers that question has a direct impact on how that someone 

treats Jesus. The woman in Bethany was of the opinion that who Jesus was warranted 



her lavish gift to Him. In contrast, Judas was frustrated that Jesus was not becoming 

who Judas wanted Jesus to be, so he began proceedings to betray Him to the religious 

leaders. The leaders thought Jesus was unworthy of a fair trial, the crowd thought He 

was worthy of death, and the soldiers thought He was worthy of mocking. 

          Pilate knew Jesus was innocent but couldn’t set Him free. Peter knew Jesus was 

the Messiah but couldn’t stay awake or remain loyal. The soldier who watched Him die 

declared that He was the Son of God. Joseph knew Jesus was instrumental in bringing 

the Kingdom, so he gave his burial place to Jesus for the weekend. The angels knew 

He was alive and wanted the disciples, including Peter, to know the good news. 

            Who is Jesus to you? If He is Savior and Lord, you will treat Him with gratitude 

and awe for such precious forgiveness and with love and obedience because He is the 

one true King. Treat Him as He deserves. 

Saturday, October 26, 2019—Mark 11-13 

            As the final week of His earthly ministry began, Jesus entered Jerusalem to 

great fanfare. “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,” the people 

shouted. They had great hopes in Jesus. 

            Jesus, however, had little pleasure in them. He looked around the Temple and 

left town. The next morning, He cursed a fig tree before returning to the Temple, which 

He promptly cleared because of their ungodly financial practices and unrighteous 

spiritual exercises. The next day, the disciples noticed the fig tree was dead (11:20-21). 

Mark “sandwiched” the Temple cleansing between the fig tree sightings to show how 

God’s people were supposed to be fruitful yet were dead. 

            Jesus continued this imagery in Mark 12 likening Israel to a vineyard who 

workers were rebellious, rejecting and killing the owner’s servants and son (12:1-12). 

Jesus clearly expected more from God’s people, and the leaders felt more compelled 

than ever to get rid of Him. His ability to refute their arguments and call them to 

repentance convinced them to stop questioning Him and trying to trap Him. 

            The disciples commented on the magnificence of the Temple as they left there, 

and Jesus told them not one stone would remain standing. The future was going to be 

bleak, but the Good News would go to every nation (13:10). God would sustain His 

people and be victorious. 



            No one knows the day or the hour (13:32-33). Pray for faithfulness and 

fruitfulness until He returns or takes you home. 

Friday, October 25, 2019—Mark 7-10 

            Jesus said repeatedly, “You are not defiled by what you eat. You are defiled by 

what you say and do (7:15) . . .  It is the thought life that defiles you” (7:21). The diet 

restrictions had served an important purpose for physical health and national identity 

through the generations, but Jesus wanted them to see a deeper reality. The condition 

of the soul is what determined whether they were acceptable to God. Many of the most 

“religious” were deeply flawed and separated. 

            The religious leaders kept demanding a sign from Jesus despite the fact they 

saw and heard how He regularly healed the sick and impaired. They wanted Jesus to 

perform to their standards and expectations, but Jesus had not come to please or obey 

them. Jesus had come not to augment their religious practice but to spread the 

Kingdom to Jews and Gentiles (8:21). Some would eventually grasp this truth. Others 

would never accept it. 

            Jesus revealed His splendor to Peter, James, and John (9:2-13) and then 

affirmed the power that transforms those who believe (9:23). His call was to self-denial 

(8:34-38, 9:33-37, 10:17-31), and that self-sacrifice would build individuals, families, and 

churches that expanded the Kingdom. He repeatedly told the disciples of His coming 

death to remind them that the call of the Master is not a call to comfort. Just as He was 

the servant of the Father, His disciples were to live in humble servitude to Him (10:35-

45). 

            Thank God for making us holy and calling us to serve. 

Thursday, October 24, 2019—Mark 4-6 

            Jesus wanted people to hear Him and understand Him, yet He knew the enemy 

would prevent some from hearing, and the distractions of life would keep others from 

finding true transformation by the gospel. For some, however, the gospel message 

would take root and produce a bountiful harvest in their lives (4:1-20). He spoke in 

parables to illustrate this truth. These simple stories would be that—simple stories. For 

others, however, they would spur interest in the Kingdom and become life-changing, 

personal truths as the Spirit worked in them. 



            In addition to teaching, Jesus demonstrated His power over nature and illness. 

He calmed the wind (4:35-41) and cast out demons (5:1-20). His disciples wondered 

who He truly was, and the people of the Gerasenes asked Him to leave. Seeing Him at 

work was a soul-stirring event. No one remained complacent, but not everyone wanted 

to walk with Him. Those who responded in faith, regardless of gender or nationality, 

were the ones in Him Jesus brought the truth and change of the Kingdom (5:21-43). 

            Jesus marveled at the level of unbelief is some (6:6), yet He looked on the vast 

crowds following Him with compassion, for they were like sheep without a shepherd 

(6:34). When the disciples found themselves in trouble, Jesus came to them and told 

them not to be afraid because He was with them (6:50). His great desire was for people 

to know Him in His fullness and live a life surrendered to His greatness. 

            Pray for growing faith that knows and loves Him for who He is. 

Wednesday, October 23, 2019—Mark 1-3 

            The Information Age has provided more access than ever before and increases 

the amount of available knowledge exponentially. Ironically, this age has coincided with 

vastly shorter attention spans. Rather than lengthy books or articles printed on paper, 

they want pithy statements on social media sites. Mark’s Gospel is perfect for them. 

            Mark starts with the one preparing the way for Jesus, John the Baptist. Mark 

shows that God declared this plan 600 years before Jesus’ arrival (1:2-3), so John’s call 

for peoples’ repentance and baptism was necessary to fulfill what God intended. Jesus 

Himself had John baptize Him. Immediately, the Spirit tested Him (1:12). 

            Then, Jesus called His first disciples to follow Him and fish for men. Jesus’ 

“fishing” included teaching the truth, proclaiming the Kingdom, and healing sickness and 

disease. In all of these, the people were astonished at the power and authenticity of 

what He said and did. 

            He lived with compassion and forgiveness in the same way a doctor seeks to 

bring healing to the sick (2:17). He knew the needs, and the people who came to Him 

for help received it. Many, however, remained ignorant or arrogant and could not find 

what they needed. While the religious leaders claimed He was breaking God’s law, He 

was actually fulfilling it (2:18-3:6). The religious leaders would have nothing of it (3:6). 

            Jesus’ desire was for everyone to grasp the will of God and to obey Him with 



authentic desire (3:35). Pray to be that kind of disciple. 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019—Matthew 26-28 

            God’s timing is perfect. Jesus told the disciples He was going to be betrayed 

and crucified during Passover, the time when the nation gathered to celebrate God’s 

deliverance of His people from captivity. The priests and leaders wanted to capture and 

kill Jesus, but not during Passover, because that would lead to a riot (26:1-5). Whose 

plans would succeed? 

            The events of the coming days were eternally important. In Bethany, Jesus was 

“anointed” for burial. In Jerusalem, Jesus observed the Passover with His disciples and 

explained to them how He was the greater fulfillment of the symbolic meal their people 

had been observing for 1,500 years. Jesus would have to give Himself for their freedom, 

and He told Peter he would deny Him in the process. All the disciples slept while Jesus 

prayed in Gethsemane, and then Jesus was arrested, despite the attempt to defend 

Him and the fact He had done nothing wrong. 

            Jesus was alone. He stood trial and was sentenced to death. Peter denied Him 

three times. The crowds turned against Him. The soldiers and the people mocked Him. 

The nails and the sword pierced Him. He died. 

            God’s timing is perfect. On the first day of the week, a new era for humanity 

began. The Lamb rose victorious from the grave, and He met His disciples in Galilee to 

give them marching orders. His authority was complete, so they were to make disciples 

for His glory until He returned. 

            Praise God for His timing, His will, His Christ, and His Kingdom.  

 


