
Monday, October 7, 2019—Zechariah 11-14 

            Zechariah was prophesying to the returning exiles who were rebuilding the 

Temple and the nation, and they indeed had a task before them like no one ever had 

before. God wanted them to see, however, that their work was part of a bigger picture 

He was continuing to draw. 

            In Zechariah 9-10, He had promised a coming King and a restoration for His 

people. Just as they were rebuilding the Temple in their day, God was going to restore 

all that had been lost through sin’s devastation through history. They were the first act of 

a cosmic play. 

            Just as there had been evil leaders in the past, many others would fail the 

people and God. When God sent Jesus, the Good Shepherd, the nation would reject 

Him, so God would remove His favor from Israel (11:10) and bring an end to the unity of 

the nation (11:14). Some, however, would realize what they had done and look on 

Jesus with grief and mourning (12:10-13). “On that day a fountain of cleansing will be 

opened for the dynasty of David and for the people of Jerusalem, a fountain to cleanse 

them from all their sins and defilement” (13:1). 

            In the end, the judgment of God will scatter many, but some will boldly declare, 

“The Lord is our God,” and God will say, “These are my people” (13:9). He will be King 

over all the earth (14:9). Praise God for being a part of His greater story that brings Him 

deserved glory. 

Sunday, October 6, 2019—Zechariah 7-10 

            Religious tradition sometimes expresses the living faith of dead people. What 

previous generations lived and taught continues on in the following generations. 

Sometimes, tradition represents the dead faith of living people. They observe the 

practice, but they miss its true meaning. 

            Through Zechariah, God accused His people of the latter. They were observing 

their religious festivals as He commanded, but their hearts were intent on pleasing self 

and not Him (7:6). This was the same mistake previous generations had made, so God 

gave similar advice for obedience and growth through Zechariah as He had previous 

prophets (7:9-10). 

            God wants His people to receive His blessing. He wants His people to treat 



others with the grace, mercy, compassion, and blessing He has given to them. He 

wants them to walk with Him with such joy and gladness that the world takes notice. 

They will say, “Please let us walk with you, for we have heard that God is with you” 

(8:2b). 

            God has a plan for His people to bring them to victory and to destroy their 

enemies (9:1-8). He will bring that about, however, in a most unusual way. The king will 

ride in on a donkey’s colt rather than a majestic steed (9:9). He will make His people 

strong in His power, and they will go wherever they wish by His authority (10:12). 

            God was promising to do something beyond imagination through the arrival and 

ministry of Jesus. Praise Him for the potential He promises. Pray for vibrant, living faith 

to grow in you each day. 

Saturday, October 5, 2019—Zechariah 3-6 

            When God gives visions, He does so to bring about a change in His people. His 

promises and plans give people purpose in the present and hope for the future. The 

visions testify to His power and His worth. 

            Zechariah saw Jeshua, the priest, standing filthy before the angel of Yahweh 

and being accused by Satan (3:1). The angel ignored the words of the accuser and 

gave the priest new clothing and new orders and a plan for the future. He was watching 

a representation of the transformation that comes from knowing Jesus, the High Priest, 

and serving Him faithfully. 

            In Zechariah 4, God showed Zechariah two visions testifying to His power to 

restore and conquer. The people of Zechariah’s day would indeed find the strength to 

finish the Temple, but in the distant future, in the Last Days, God’s people would finish 

an even more magnificent Temple, and God would have chosen servants doing this 

mighty work. 

            In Zechariah 5, he sees two more visions that are reminders that despite God’s 

restorative work, wickedness remains on the earth. Until God brings final judgment, the 

people of the earth will find themselves under the curse of sin and, as a result, building 

places of worship for that sin. The judgment He brings will satisfy His anger toward sin 

(6:8). 

            God’s plan is to send His Branch (6:12) to become priest and King. The One 



who connects people to God is the One worthy of worship and obedience. Thank God 

for the gift of Jesus and all He does for His own. 

Friday, October 4, 2019—Haggai 1-2, Zechariah 1-2 

            When children receive gifts, they often display an initial excitement that is 

pleasing to the gift giver. There is genuine appreciation. Over time, however, that 

excitement wanes. Another gift comes along, or other activities are more attractive. 

They no longer have time for the gift, or they no longer feel that gift is important. 

            The people of God had spent nearly seven decades away from the Promised 

Land, and when they returned, there was an initial burst of activity to rebuild the worship 

culture in Jerusalem. Work began on the altar and the Temple, but then outside 

opposition made it difficult, and the work stopped. Because it was hard, should it still 

have been a priority? God thought the answer was a resounding, “Yes!” Haggai called 

them to action. 

            Priorities cannot simply be words. Actions follow. The people found time to build 

their own homes and plant their gardens (Haggai 1:5-6), so the issue was not a lack of 

time or energy. Simply put: worship was not important. As a result, their quality of life 

was suffering (Haggai 1:6-11). 

            God was with them. His Spirit was on them (Haggai 2:5), so they had nothing to 

fear. His glory would fill the Temple once again (Haggai 2:9, Zechariah 2:10). Prosperity 

would flow through the land once again (Zechariah 1:17, 2:4), and judgment would fall 

on those who harmed God’s people (Zechariah 1:21, 2:9). He had kept His promise to 

restore them, so they didn’t want to repeat the sins of their ancestors and neglect Him. 

            Praise God for His faithfulness and worthiness. Worship Him. 

Thursday, October 3, 2019—Ezra 1-4 

            Those living in the fictional Star Wars universe often say, “May the Force be with 

you.” The residents of dystopian Panem speak their hopes with, “May the odds be ever 

in your favor.” In the historical Persian empire, King Cyrus said to the Jews, “May your 

God be with you” (1:3b). In worlds both real or imagined, accomplishing the improbable 

or impossible requires the work of something or someone outside the self. 

            For God’s people to return to Israel, God Himself had to be at work. The Jews 

had been in captivity for nearly 70 years, yet God stirred the hearts of His people (1:5) 



and of a pagan king (1:2-4) to make the return from exile possible. In the process, the 

people of Persia gave valuable resources to the Jews, and Cyrus returned the Temple 

treasures to them. The only explanation for this reality was the hand of Almighty God. 

            Those returning gave generously to rebuild the Temple (2:68-69), but they did 

not wait for everything to be “just right” in order to reinstitute their worship (3:1-6). They 

celebrated the faithfulness of God with sacrifice and festival and then began the long 

process of rebuilding. When the foundation was in place, they proclaimed the enduring 

love and faithfulness of God (3:11). Their desire to obey God stirred the enemies of God 

to oppose, discourage, deceive, frighten, and hinder them (4:1-24). 

            When God moves, His people respond. When God moves, His enemies attack. 

Thank for His enduring love, protection, and provision. 

Wednesday, October 2, 2019—Esther 8-10 

            Ephesians 3 lifts up a prayer of praise to the God who is able to do 

immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. Paul had seen God do things he had 

never dreamed. Mordecai would heartily concur. 

            Mordecai had trusted God in difficult situations when he could have despaired. 

Mordecai had remained faithful to God alone when the culture encouraged him to bow 

to Haman and many more. Mordecai had encouraged Esther to grasp the opportunity 

God was giving her to save her people, and in the process Mordecai received the ring, 

the estate, and the governmental position of the man who hated him most! 

            A problem remained, however. The king’s edict that allowed the Jews’ 

extermination could not be revoked. (Kings did not make a practice of reversing what 

they had declared irrevocable.) King Xerxes, however, told Esther and Mordecai to draft 

a new edict that said whatever they wished to provide protection for the Jews. The 

king’s permission to unite and defend themselves caused the people of the land to fear 

the Jews (8:17). 

            The Jews powerfully defended themselves, and many came to their aid. They 

struck down their enemies throughout the kingdom, but they did not take any plunder 

(9:10, 16). This was not a battle for gaining possession or position. This was simply self-

defense, and the people celebrated throughout the kingdom for the victory God had 

given. The Jews continue to celebrate the faithfulness of God with the annual festival of 



Purim. 

            Praise God for His faithfulness, power, and provision in life. 

Tuesday, October 1, 2019—Esther 4-7 

            God uses His people to sharpen one another and to spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds. We are far better together than we are alone. That’s undoubtedly 

why He calls us His body—members who work together, benefitting one another and 

glorifying the Head. 

            Esther and Mordecai were a similar team. Mordecai needed Esther to speak to 

the king and prevent the slaughter of the Jews. Esther needed Mordecai to challenge 

her to trust God like never before. He helped her realize God had placed her in the 

palace for this very time and reason (4:14). Esther sent word to Mordecai to gather 

others to pray. They both needed the support of others and the hand of God to succeed. 

            Contrast this spirit of humility and support to that of Haman. He had position and 

power, but he was consumed with bitterness. Nothing was going to satisfy him until he 

saw Mordecai and the Jews exterminated. Rather than sharpening him, the people 

around him goaded him to give in to the consuming emotion (5:14). His focus on himself 

eventually destroyed him—giving honor to his most hated enemy (6:11-12) and costing 

him his life (7:10). Pride goes before destruction (Proverbs 16:18). 

            God’s name is not mentioned in the book of Esther, yet His hand is evident 

throughout. Thank God for always being at work for His glory and your good. Praise 

Him for fellow believers who challenge you to trust Him more and walk more closely to 

Jesus.  


