
Thursday, March 4, 2021—Deuteronomy 13-16 

            One of the 10 Commandments forbids using the Lord’s name in vain. While 

God’s people shouldn’t use bad language, this was not God’s point. God was 

telling His people they could not call on Him and demand He act in certain ways. 

They were wasting their time, vainly using His name, if they believed they were in 

charge of Him. 

            God extended this idea when He spoke to His people about false prophets. 

Those who said they heard from God and described the promises He made or the 

commands He brought were using God’s name in vain if He really had not spoken. 

The people of Israel were to hold these “prophets” to extremely high standards. If 

what the prophet said did not come true, they were to kill the false prophet. God’s 

name is precious. 

            The lives of God’s people totally revolved around Him and His glory. What 

they ate came from His prescription. The first of their increase they tithed to Him. 

Every seventh year they forgave debts and released slaves. Everything about their 

lives was possible because God had freed them from slavery and given them 

everything in abundance. They lived their lives to glorify the One who gave them 

life. He deserved all honor. 

            To honor God requires having a good memory (16:12). We remember who 

He is. We remember how broken, empty, and dead we are without Him. We 

joyfully honor Him and live for Him when we remember every day His grace and 

goodness to us. Remember, honor, . . . and live. 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021—Deuteronomy 10-12 

            What does God want from His people? He wants them to revere Him, walk 

in His ways, love Him, serve Him with all their heart and soul, and keep His 

commandments (10:12-13). He is a God with high expectations and great 

promises. John McArthur says He is not a God who gives you everything you want 

but one who takes everything you have. 

            The grace of God works powerfully and enriches those who surrender all 

they have to Him. God promised to give the land to those who feared and obeyed 



and to prolong their lives in that bountiful place (11:8-15). God wants complete 

devotion, and He rewards that allegiance with abundance. Spiritual compromise or 

rebellion, on the other hand, will lead to a series of disasters (11:16-17). Blessing 

or curse is a daily choice. 

            God made strong demands of His people and had the highest of 

expectations because He is the only God and deserves complete devotion. His 

promise, however, was that His people would be blessed, and their children would 

be blessed because they were doing what was good and right (12:28). They were 

living as He designed them, so they would be able to flourish in a way not possible 

by following gods who were powerless. 

            Thank God for being real and for revealing Himself to us. Pray for daily 

devotion that demonstrates His sovereignty in your life and His reality to an 

unbelieving world. Thank Him in advance for the blessing that comes from the 

discipline of worshiping Him alone. 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021—Deuteronomy 7-9 

            God calls His people to big tasks so they can exercise their faith. Trust in 

small efforts or reliance on a small god doesn’t develop stronger spiritual muscles. 

Seeing God do what we cannot do builds bolder belief. 

            Israel was on the cusp on entering the Promised Land., the place their 

parents would not enter for fear of the people there. Now, the new generation was 

going to go in by faith. God would drive the pagans out for them (7:22, 9:3). 

Stinging insects would scatter the wicked (7:20), and Israel themselves would work 

to remove the evil influence in the land. Together, all of this would demonstrate the 

faithfulness of God to keep His promises and the love He had for Israel. Big things 

develop deeper faith. 

            To displace seven wicked nations would be an amazing achievement. To 

do so after living 40 years in the wilderness where God provided their food and 

where their clothes did not wear out would further heighten the marvelous 

realization of how good Yahweh is to His people. What He miraculously provided in 

the desert would be common in their new home. They would need discipline to 



remember daily how God continued to provide and to remain humble and thankful 

(8:6-20). 

            God was not doing this because of Israel’s righteousness (9:4-5). They had 

not earned this. They did not deserve it. Their history demonstrated how easily 

they could sin and lack faith. His blessing and provision were a result of His 

character and promises. 

            Pray for faith in Christ that obeys in big things for His glory. 

Monday, March 1, 2021—Deuteronomy 4-6 

            People notice differences. Commonalities bring people together to form 

like-minded groups, but the differences set people apart. Some are better with 

numbers. Some speak more eloquently. Differences matter. 

            God was raising up His people to receive His promise. He could have 

made them like other nations that preceded them with powerful armies or fabulous 

wealth, but God wanted to make Israel wise and understanding. He wanted His 

people to know Him and walk in His truth so the world would see God was with 

them. No other nation could say their gods were near them like Yahweh was near 

Israel (4:7). 

            No other nation could say God had loved them when they were unlovely, 

living in captivity, and freed them and brought them to a new home (4:37). Israel 

owed everything to Yahweh, so Moses challenged them to live in humility and 

obedience all the days of their lives. There was no room for other gods and idols. 

They were powerless and unloving. 

            God is jealous (4:24, 5:9, 6:15). He will not allow His worship which He 

deserves to go to another god. He promised to act against such sin because, as 

already stated, their worship of Him made them distinct. God was not willing to let 

them give that up. He deserved devotion (5:7-33). Parents were responsible for 

passing this along to their children (6:4-9). 

            Thank God for revealing His truth fully in Christ. Pray for a lifestyle that is 

distinctly God-honoring through obedience to Him (6:25). 

Sunday, February 28, 2021—Deuteronomy 1-3 



            Teachers provide a review for students immediately before a test. Coaches 

go over the game plan one final time just before the contest. They rarely use this 

time to discuss anything new. They are simply solidifying the facts so everyone 

moves forward with confidence and purpose. 

            For 40 years, Moses led the people in the desert. For 40 years, God 

worked to mature the new generation who would have the opportunity to enter the 

Promised Land. God had not changed. He remained faithful and true. The land and 

its inhabitants had not changed. The land remained bountiful, and the people 

remained formidable. As the new leaders prepared to lead, the question was 

whether they were willing to believe Yahweh had prepared the way and would give 

them success (1:32-33). 

            Moses reviewed the last 40 years, and the common theme was the 

faithfulness and provision of God. He fulfilled promises. He provided possessions. 

He preserved His people despite their flaws. He gave them victory in battle. Moses 

told Joshua to lead with boldness because God would do in the Promised Land 

what He had done in the wilderness (3:21). 

            There is no god who is faithful like Yahweh. There is no idol that can 

provide, protect, and strengthen like God Almighty. He is faithful even when His 

people are not. Give thanks today for His presence in the best and the worst of 

days. Admit your sins and tendency to doubt and be discouraged. Live with bold 

faith and obedience for His glory. 

Saturday, February 27, 2021—Numbers 34-36 

            A birth certificate provides the details of the beginning of one’s life. The 

person whose name is on the paper remembers nothing about the event, so the 

record is vital to affirm the important facts of that person’s arrival. The official 

document about the past influences the present. 

            Moses was preparing the people of Israel to go into the Promised Land. He 

would not be able to go with them, so he recorded for them the specific details 

about the boundaries of their new home. Like a good surveyor, he gave the names 

of locations and landmarks that would identify the extent of their possession. This 



official document would testify to God’s faithfulness and Israel’s responsibility long 

after Moses was gone. 

            The land was a gift from God, and there was the expectation that the 

people would use the gift well. Each tribe would receive an inheritance proportional 

to their tribe’s size. Each clan and family received a portion of it and were to 

steward it well—providing for their families and helping the nation thrive. Each tribe 

was also to set aside land for the Levites, who did not receive an inheritance, so 

they could do the same. Finally, they were to set aside cities of refuge so the 

nation could promote justice and mercy throughout the land. God is pleased with 

stewardship and righteousness. 

            Praise God for leaving us His word as a testimony to His faithfulness and 

His expectations for our stewardship and righteousness. 

Friday, February 26, 2021—Numbers 31-33 

            The law of the harvest says: you reap what you sow, later than you sow, 

and more than you sow. What you plant will produce, so you choose carefully how 

you spend your time and invest your life. 

            The kings of Midian, namely Balak, sought to curse God’s people. Balak 

asked Balaam to pronounce the curse, and while Balaam refused to do so, he did 

not distance himself from the king. In time, the kings and the prophet fell at the 

hands of the people of God. Their disdain for Yahweh and His things led to their 

deaths. You reap what you sow. 

            After the battle, the tribes of Reuben and Gad along with half of the tribe of 

Manasseh looked around to the land they had rid of the Midianites and saw it was 

a good place to raise their livestock (32:1), so they talked with Moses about living 

there rather than across the Jordan River in Canaan. Moses was angered at the 

thought. An entire generation died in the desert for refusing to go into the Promised 

Land. Had these tribes forgotten that truth? Were they unfaithful despite God’s 

goodness? 

            The people assured Moses they were not doubting Yahweh or neglecting 

their obligations to the other tribes. They would help take the land and return to 



 

make this place their home (32:18). The journey had taken 40 years and gone 

through numerous places (33:1-49), but the people were finally where they 

belonged. God was giving them His harvest. 

            Praise God for His blessing to those who are faithful to Him.  


