
Tuesday, April 7, 2020—2 Samuel 13-15 

            There’s no coincidence that the first three letters of sinister are sin. The 

brokenness of the human heart can lead anyone down the most evil of paths if not put 

in check by a greater power. The stories of the judges repeatedly said that people did 

what was right in their own eyes because there was no king. Even a king is no 

guarantee of righteous behavior. 

            David’s son Amnon lusted after Tamar, and his friend Jonadab formulated a 

plan for him to get what he wanted. Unwittingly, King David helped it come about. When 

Amnon had his way with Tamar, he hated her (13:15) rather than wanting her. Sin gives 

birth to death, and this sordid affair is a tragic example of all that goes wrong when 

controlled by lust. 

            To make matters worse, King David heard about it and was furious but enacted 

no punishment on his son. God disciplines those He loves, but David refused to do so. 

As a result, Absalom took matters into his own hands and killed Amnon to exact 

revenge. Again, David did not act. He mourned for Amnon and grieved Absalom’s 

absence, but he did nothing. 

            David had regularly consulted Yahweh about whether to go into battle or how to 

handle a situation. In this matter, however, there is no record that he asked for God’s 

wisdom. He eventually brought Absalom back and was willing to see him. By that time, 

however, Absalom’s pride had taken over. He saw himself, not his father, as a man of 

action and worthy of being king. Unaddressed wounds had led to rebellion. 

            Praise God for confronting us in our pride and allowing confession, repentance, 

and restoration. Live with Him as true King. 

Monday, April 6, 2020—2 Samuel 9-12 

            Each person has value because each person has been created in the image of 

God. Despite heritage, hardship, or handicap, God sees every person as precious and 

meaningful. David demonstrated this when he searched for any remaining members of 

Jonathan’s family. He discovered that Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, was alive, and 

King David gave him land and possessions and treated him with honor because he was 

part of Jonathan’s family. Mephibosheth’s handicap did not take away the desire David 

had to fulfill his promises and bless the family of a friend. 

            King David demonstrated the value of life even of a foreigner. When the king of 

Ammon died, David sent a contingent to express his sympathies, but they mistook his 

grace for aggressiveness. The Ammonites dishonored David’s men, so David had to 

defend their honor (10:1-19). 

            Sadly, David failed to honor the life of Uriah, one of his closest allies. When he 

should have been with his troops, David was home and committed adultery with Uriah’s 

wife. When he could not get Uriah to cooperate with a plan to cover up his sin, David 

had Uriah killed in battle. David brought Bathsheba to be his wife, but God was 

displeased (11:27). 

            God valued David enough to rebuke him. Nathan helped David see the gravity 

of his sin. David admitted his sin, and his son died. David knew God was sovereign and 

gracious in the entire matter. 



            God values each person. God disciplines those He loves. Praise Him for His 

love, grace, and calling on each person to holy living. 

Sunday, April 5, 2020—2 Samuel 5-8 

            In his book With, Skye Jethani describes a variety of perspectives people have 

in their faith. Some need to do great things for God. Others want God to provide 

convenience. Some feel obligated to obey rules, and many see God with little day-to-

day relevance. What many miss is God wants people to walk with Him in true 

relationship. 

            David finally took the throne over all Israel, and God continued to provide victory 

and success. The key was not David’s being a good man or working really hard for 

Yahweh. The key was “the Lord God Almighty was with him” (5:10). Like a shepherd, 

Yahweh was leading David. 

            David was faithful to follow His lead as well. Continually, David inquired of the 

Lord before taking action. As a result, David did great things for God. God provided 

powerfully. God’s presence was primary. 

            This is why David was so excited about bringing the Ark to Jerusalem to have 

God’s presence in God’s Temple as God had planned. Sadly, the emotion overran the 

details. God had specific rules about handling the Ark, and David and his men 

overlooked those. It cost Uzzah his life. Good intentions do not override God’s plans. 

            David’s good intentions did not allow him to build the Temple. God wanted 

David’s son to build the Temple while God continued to build David’s legacy (7:1-17, 

8:1-18). David was overwhelmed by God’s grace and mercy towards him and his family 

(7:18-29). 

            Consider your faith. Do you walk with God, or is there more attention to works, 

rules, or blessing? Pray for a deeper walk with Him. 

Saturday, April 4, 2020—2 Samuel 1-4 

            Though David was not perfect, his heart was tender toward God and people. 

Though anointed to be king, he wept and fasted when he received news about Saul’s 

and Jonathan’s death. He wrote a lament for them (1:19-27). Death is heavy and 

requires expression of deep emotion. 

            The loss of Saul left a vacancy on the throne. Samuel had anointed David years 

earlier, but not all of Israel was ready to declare David their king. Saul’s supporters 

crowned his son their king. David’s people rallied behind him, and the two battled one 

another for supremacy. Saul’s commander Abner spoke wisdom to them all, realizing 

their fighting would never end unless they chose to stop fighting (2:26). Their war 

continued nonetheless (3:1), but David was consistently gaining strength. 

            Eventually Abner organized Israel so they would peacefully declare David as 

king of all. Joab was concerned Abner was up to no good (as well as wanting 

vengeance because Abner had killed his brother), so Joab killed Abner. David wept 

over Abner, a former enemy, and saw his kingdom weakened by this rash action of an 

ally (3:39). 

            Two other allies of David assassinated Ish-bosheth as he slept, trying to do 

David a favor. David told them Yahweh was the one who delivered him from all his 



trouble (4:9). They were not doing him a favor but bringing sin and judgment on 

themselves. 

            Life is precious, a gift from God. Worship Him for it. Pray for a growing 

awareness of His authority over life and the blessing that is. 

Friday, April 3, 2020—1 Samuel 29-31 

            John Piper says at any given moment God is doing 10,000 things in your life, 

and you may be aware of three of them. God is always at work, and what He is doing is 

not always visible and doesn’t always make sense in the moment. He is, nonetheless, 

working for His glory and your good. 

            David had been anointed king but had to continue protecting himself from Saul’s 

attempts on his life. In response, David had gone to live among and serve the hated 

Philistines. What God was doing and why David was there are not fully clear, yet God 

was at work. When the Philistines prepared to fight against Israel, David was ready to 

fight with the Philistines, yet God was at work and kept David from fighting his own. 

            David was hurt by the doubts the leaders had about him, yet his return to Ziklag 

was timely. Foreign raiders had attacked, and David and his men were able to pursue 

them and rescue their families and possessions. Yahweh had protected them and 

provided for them (30:23). David was humble in victory and praised the Lord. 

            Meanwhile, the Philistine attack against Israel took the lives of King Saul and his 

sons, including David’s best friend Jonathan. How tragic it would have been if David had 

fought with that Philistine force. God kept him from that sorrow and used him to rescue 

those in need. 

            Thank God for always being at work. Pray for patience to wait on Him and 

wisdom to see where to walk and how to obey. 

Thursday, April 2, 2020—1 Samuel 25-28 

            One day David sent his men to Nabal, but Nabal refused to provide common 

Jewish hospitality and hurled insults at David. Abigail’s response was to provide a feast 

(25:18-19). Nabal’s response was not out of a lack of possessions but out of 

selfishness. Nabal was foolish (as his name means), but Abigail was wise and humble. 

She kept David from worthless battle and her family from harm. This allowed God to 

judge Nabal Himself. 

            David was insulted once by Nabal. He was continually pursued by Saul. Though 

Saul had made a covenant with David, he continued to search for him (26:2-4). David 

once again had a chance to kill Saul but expressed grace and saw Saul’s life as 

precious (26:21). David then decided to live with the Philistines so Saul would no longer 

pursue him. He went to the king of the Philistines and received a city in which to live, 

and Saul left him alone. David became a trusted servant of the king of the Philistines, so 

much so that the king planned to use David in a raid against Israel (28:1). 

            While David was flourishing, Saul was wilting. He had banned all spiritists and 

mediums from the land, but when he was desperate, he disguised himself and 

consulted one. The witch at Endor called up Samuel’s spirit who repeated what he had 

told Saul while alive. The kingdom was no longer his, and the Philistines would soon 

defeat him. 



            Good advisors provide needed wisdom in life. Thank God for those who speak 

truth to you. Pray that you will listen well. 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020—1 Samuel 21-24 

            David was a man after God’s own heart. David knew God had anointed him to 

be king, but he knew his time to reign had not arrived. When Saul threatened him, he 

had to run to preserve his life, and he felt he needed to lie (21:1-9) and act insane 

(21:10-15). He was called, but he was also flawed. God was not finished shaping His 

character. 

            Saul confronted Ahimelech, the priest who helped David, and the priest 

reminded Saul there was no one more loyal than David (22:14). Why would he not help 

him? Despite this, Saul demonstrated the depth of his depravity by asking Doeg the 

Edomite to slaughter the priests. Only one escaped, and he made his way to David to 

report the tragedy. 

            David continued seeking the Lord, helping people in need, and avoiding the 

pursuit of King Saul. Graciously, God allowed Jonathan, Saul’s son and David’s dear 

friend, to come to him in hiding and affirm David’s calling from God and his support of 

him (23:17). When an opportunity presented itself for David to kill Saul and put an end 

to all the nonsense, David simply cut off part of Saul’s robe. Then, conscience-stricken 

for even doing that, David went to Saul and confessed (24:11). He wanted Saul to see 

he was not a threat. Saul relented, and the two made an oath (24:22). 

            Ask God to continue shaping your character and removing imperfections. Thank 

Him for friends who encourage you in the journey. 


