
Monday, May 13, 2019—Psalms 97-99 

            Generation after generation has seen the powerful impact of leadership. 

Those with righteous leaders have rejoiced and flourished. Those with wicked 

leaders have suffered and died. Almost without fail, those wicked leaders had 

promised a much different outcome, but their lack of righteousness and justice led 

to the demise of their people and position. 

            Psalm 97 celebrates the kingly rule of God Himself. His power in and over 

nature are evident. Like wax under the slightest warmth, the mountains would melt 

before Him. Anyone who would deny this and choose to worship someone else 

should be put to shame (97:7). Those who do follow Him rejoice in His 

righteousness and experience His blessing. 

            Psalm 98 celebrates the justice of God. One day, He will come and judge 

the earth (98:9). Knowing that future reality affects present activity. His people sing 

to Him (98:1, 4-6). They celebrate His righteousness and salvation (98:2). His 

mercy and faithfulness are rich blessings to His people. All of nature rejoices 

before Him (98:5-7). Having a great King who is a good Judge changes daily life. 

            Psalm 99 demonstrates the necessity of a good king to rule with true 

justice. A good king has great power and can conduct himself however he pleases. 

When the king loves justice, he blesses his people and brings great honor to 

himself. This is what God does with perfection. While He could bring immediate 

judgment, He forgives. He brings vengeance yet can bring protection and 

restoration. Worship Him for He is holy (99:12). 

Sunday, May 12, 2019—Psalms 94-96 

            Marvel Comics made billions of dollars with its series of print and movie 

offerings about the Avengers. This collection of superheroes had the task of 

defending and rescuing, but their name indicated there was vengeance involved as 

well. Someone had to pay for a previous wrong. 

            The Psalms frequently call on God to be the avenger. “O Lord, the God to 

whom vengeance belongs, O God of vengeance, let your glorious justice be seen!” 

(94:1). When man inflicts harm, the harmed retaliates. The cycle never ends. 



When God is the actor, however, man has no way to retaliate against Him. Man 

may attack God’s people in an attempt to get to God, but this only compounds his 

problem. “The Lord will not reject His people; he will not abandon his own special 

possession” (94:14). 

            Knowing God, then, is better than knowing anything else. Knowing Him and 

His security moves His people to praise Him. They are moved because of His 

greatness. He owns the depths of the earth and the tallest mountain. The seas are 

His as well as the dry lands (95:3-5). He is the Great Shepherd, so people are 

foolish to harden their hearts and not listen to Him. He cannot give rest to those 

who won’t follow (95:8-11). 

            If the world spent billions to see the Avengers, what is God worth? “O 

nations of the world, recognize the Lord; recognize that the Lord is glorious and 

strong. Give to the Lord the glory he deserves!” (96:7-8a). Praise Him today for His 

great love, great power, and true justice. 

Saturday, May 11, 2019—Psalms 91-93 

            Sitting in a Roman prison, having often watched Roman soldiers go about 

their task, Paul wrote to the Ephesians about spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-20). 

Paul described armor that would defend the believer, but he described one 

offensive weapon—the spoken word of God. Speaking the truth about Jesus and 

His promises is powerful. 

            The Psalmist knew this protective ability. After describing the protection 

believers have in God, he said, “His faithful promises are your armor and 

protection” (91:4b). Resting in the presence and power of God allow God’s children 

to face any difficulty or dilemma. Those who make Yahweh their refuge will 

overcome whatever they face (91:9-10). God says, “I will satisfy them with a long 

life and give them my salvation” (91:16). 

            Knowing this power and protection, the child of God should live with a joy 

not available to the common man. “You thrill me, Lord, with all you have done for 

me! I sing for joy because of what you have done” (92:4). The ones who know Him 

find an unparalleled strength for living (91:10) while the ignorant remain foolish and 



empty (92:6-7). Even into old age, His people flourish and look forward to life 

eternal (92:12-15). 

            The power of God is greater than even the roaring ocean waves (93:3-4). 

Robed in majesty, He firmly establishes His ways and His people (93:1). Praise 

God today for the truth of His word and the power and peace He gives to those 

who know and follow Him. Use His word with joy. 

Friday, May 10, 2019—Psalms 88-90 

            “Of what use to the dead are your miracles? Do the dead get up and praise 

you?” (88:10). The Psalmist felt like death was near, and his only hope was for 

God to intervene. If he were dead, he would not be able to speak of the greatness 

of God. God would remain majestic, but who would declare that? Dead people 

can’t, so he wanted to live and to give God glory. 

            The Psalmist’s honesty is a reminder that people of faith are not exempt 

from hard times and dark emotions. He felt rejected by God (88:14) and separated 

from people (88:18). His expressing these emotions to God may not have provided 

immediately relief, but he knew God was the One to whom he needed to speak. 

God is faithful. He listens. 

            Psalm 89 confirms this. “I will sing of the tender mercies of the Lord 

forever” (89:1). His love endures, even in those dark moments. He keeps the 

promises He made to David, and He will be faithful to all those who have placed 

their trust in Him. The highest angelic powers praise Him (89:7), so His faithfulness 

is matched by His power. His people can rejoice that they know Him and have the 

privilege of worshiping Him. Even when life presents insurmountable obstacles 

(89:38-51), God is worthy of praise. 

            Psalm 90 observes the greatness of God and compares Him with the 

fragility and brevity of life. “Teach us to make the most of our time so that we may 

grow in wisdom” (90:12). Make that your prayer today. 

Thursday, May 9, 2019—Psalms 85-87 

            When harm comes to a relationship, the affected party has a choice—grant 

forgiveness or hold on to that bitterness. The wise thing is to forgive, but that 



forgiveness does not restore the relationship to where it was or even rebuild trust 

in the least. Forgiveness doesn’t equal restoration. 

            The Psalmist saw this dichotomy. God had spoken forgiveness to His 

people (85:2), but that did not mean He was going to bless His people with His 

power and presence. The Psalmist wanted God to put aside His anger and bless 

them once again with revival and love (85:6-7). The Psalmist wanted God to speak 

peace and, in turn, for the people not to return to their foolish ways. In fact, he saw 

the relationship between the peace of God and the righteousness of His people 

(85:10). Each helps promote the other, and blessing and bounty follow. 

            David knew this forgiving heart of God like few others. “O Lord, you are so 

good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask your aid” (86:5). 

God was unlike any of the gods of the pagans and worked in ways like no other 

(86:8), so David wanted to know God and honor God. He needed God’s mercy and 

favor. He was nothing without Him. 

            One day, the world will see that the source of life comes from Jerusalem 

(87:7). Pray for a life that witnesses to the forgiving and restoring work of Jesus 

that leads others to repent, praise, and follow Him. 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019—Psalms 82-84 

            Lord Acton said power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

Because God made man in His image, humans have the ability to govern, to make 

laws, and to judge. If those in highest authority have no one to hold them 

accountable, their governing, law-making, and judgments may become skewed 

and erroneous. The heart is deceitful. 

            God takes to task the judges of His people in Psalm 82 for this reason. 

True justice assures each person has the opportunity God Himself has afforded 

him. Israel’s judges were giving special favors to the wicked (82:2). The poor and 

the orphans were suffering, and these wicked people who were receiving favors 

had no desire to help those in need. God gives some a special place of 

responsibility, and when they abuse it, many suffer. 

            God has the ability to blow away any enemy like chaff in the wind (83:13). 



He can consume them like fire in a forest and blow them away like the mighty 

winds of a storm (83:14-15). His mighty power can bring the strongest to their 

knees and the most arrogant to humble submission. “Let them be ashamed and 

terrified forever. Make them failures in everything they do, until they learn [you are] 

. . . supreme over all the earth” (83:17-18). 

            Long to spend time with God as the Psalmist did. “A single day in your 

courts is better than a thousand anywhere else!” (84:10). Pray to become a 

righteous vessel through which He can bring worship and justice. 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019—Psalms 79-81 

            The 1984 movie “Red Dawn” imagined the consequences of a foreign 

invasion of the American mainland. Nothing like that had ever happened, so the 

thought of such a calamity stirred patriotism to new levels. The young heroes of the 

movie overcame remarkable obstacles to restore order and democracy. 

            Psalm 79 laments a similar tragedy. Foreign invaders have defiled the 

Temple and left Jerusalem in ruins. If Americans revere their homeland, imagine 

the sanctity of the Holy City and the Temple itself. This invasion and destruction 

was devastating to God’s people, so the Psalmist called on God to pour out His 

wrath on the enemies who continued to mock God’s people and doubted God’s 

presence and power (79:4-12). 

            In Psalms 79 and 80 there is awareness that difficulty and sorrow can be 

the result of personal sin. Sin has consequences, and the Psalmist asks for God to 

forgive and to restore. He knows God’s grace was the reason they found life, 

freedom, and flourishing, and they had squandered that with their sinfulness. 

“Strengthen the man you love, the son of your choice, then we will never forsake 

you again. Revive us so we can call on your name once more” (80:17-18). 

            This is the very attitude God desires. “But oh, that my people would listen 

to me! Oh, that Israel would follow me, walking in my paths! How quickly I would 

then subdue their enemies! . . . I would satisfy you with wild honey from the rock” 

(81:13-16). 

            Thank God for His holiness and His work in His people.  
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or hold on to that bitterness. The wise thing is to forgive, but that forgiveness does not restore 

the relationship to where it was or even rebuild trust in the least. Forgiveness doesn’t equal 

restoration. 

 The Psalmist saw this dichotomy. God had spoken forgiveness to His people (85:2), 

but that did not mean He was going to bless His people with His power and presence. The 

Psalmist wanted God to put aside His anger and bless them once again with revival and love 

(85:6-7). The Psalmist wanted God to speak peace and, in turn, for the people not to return to 

their foolish ways. In fact, he saw the relationship between the peace of God and the 

righteousness of His people (85:10). Each helps promote the other, and blessing and bounty 

follow. 

 David knew this forgiving heart of God like few others. “O Lord, you are so good, so 

ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask your aid” (86:5). God was unlike any 

of the gods of the pagans and worked in ways like no other (86:8), so David wanted to know 
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