
Tuesday, January 21, 2020—Job 18-20 

            Job’s personal battle created terrible tension between him and his friends. 

They came to comfort, but they caused strife. Job’s physical, emotional, and 

spiritual anguish overflowed onto his friends. His friends felt attacked. Job felt 

betrayed. No one was benefitting. 

            Bildad wondered how long Job was going to treat them with such contempt 

(18:2-3). The world wasn’t going to align itself for Job’s pleasure and comfort, so 

Job needed to get over himself. His friends were trying to talk sense to him, but he 

wouldn’t listen. Life was full of examples of wicked men who were suffering like Job 

(18:3-21). If Job would only admit his faults, they could end this misery and work 

toward recovery. 

            Job fired back. He wondered how long they were going to torment him with 

their words (19:2). There is no evidence that these men offered a single prayer to 

God asking for His wisdom. They were simply approaching this as men often do—

find the problem; fix the problem. Job felt as if God were angry with him. He did not 

need his friends’ words to make him feel the need for repentance or restoration. He 

was also feeling a growing alienation from those around him. He did not need his 

friends’ continual accusations of wrongdoing. Those exacerbated the problem. 

            “Have pity on me, my friends” (19:21). This is what Job needed. He knew 

his Redeemer would stand (19:25), and he would see him. His friends, too, would 

stand in judgment before Him. Job didn’t need their reminders of God’s holiness. 

He needed their pity. Instead, Zophar continued to pile accusations on Job’s head 

(20:1-29). 

            In personal misery, pray for God’s grace to sustain you and allow you to 

speak life on others. When those around you suffer, pray for God’s grace to speak 

mercy on them. 

Monday, January 20, 2020—Job 14-17 

            Job was miserable, and he wanted a way out. He asked God to hide him 

away until the resurrection. In the depth of his misery, he did not forget the majesty 

and power of God. He knew the character of God well enough to know God had a 



plan beyond this time and this place. God would bring renewal (14:1-17). Without 

this assurance, life is hopeless. 

            Eliphaz responds again to Job’s anguish with contempt. He wondered 

whether Job thought he was the first of his kind or whether he had special access 

to God’s wisdom. He felt that Job was lashing out in anger against God and 

promoting himself as worthy of honor. Such wicked men had always suffered when 

vaunting themselves against God (15:1-35). 

            Job responded with criticism of his own, calling his friends miserable 

comforters (16:2). They were giving long-winded speeches, yet they weren’t 

listening to the heart of what Job was saying, and they certainly weren’t providing 

any comfort (16:5). Job took comfort in having an intercessor, a witness in heaven 

(16:18), who was his friend and his advocate, pleading with God as a man pleads 

for his friend (16:21). 

            Nonetheless, Job was exhausted. Those who were around him were of no 

help. He was seemingly useless to the world. His only hope was the grave (17:13). 

Job wrestled with the now and the not yet. 

            Thank God that Jesus lives to pray for us. Ask Him to give you hope in 

every circumstance. Pray to be an encourager to the weary. 

Sunday, January 19, 2020—Job 11-13 

            Conflict can lead to growth. Weight lifting causes the muscles to break 

down and rebuild. Good teachers offer new ideas that require hard thinking and 

resorting of beliefs. Conflict is not always a bad thing. 

            Job and his friends, however, lived out the common results of conflict. They 

came to him to comfort him and then tried to give advice. They were convinced he 

simply needed to repent of something, and God would relieve him. Job did not 

know what he had done. This conflict led them to begin attacking one another. 

Rather than focusing on the issue and trying to solve it, they began to turn their 

anger toward one another. 

            Zophar said he needed to rebuke Job because Job said his beliefs were 

flawless and he was blameless in God’s sight (11:3-4). A close look at Job’s 



testimony will show Job had not said that. He had expressed his great misery. He 

had shared his desire to know from God what he had done wrong. The heaviness 

of the situation led to conflict between brothers. Satan was stirring needless 

controversy, and the men were unaware of it. 

            Job was frustrated with his friends and returned their reprimands with 

sarcasm (12:1-3). He turned his attention from them to the immensity of God. “To 

God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his” (12:13). He 

would not get anywhere arguing with his friends, so he wished to speak to God 

(13:3-4). He wished they would be quiet (13:5, 13). 

            Ask God to use conflict in your life to bring growth. 

Saturday, January 18, 2020—Job 8-10 

            Job’s friends deserve credit for desiring that God be honored. Bildad asked, 

“Does God pervert justice?” (8:3). He felt that Job’s claims of innocence meant Job 

was saying God was doing something wrong. Bildad also concluded that Job’s 

children received their just reward—they died because they sinned (8:4). 

Everything he said was right . . . and wrong. 

            Job’s suffering and his children’s deaths were not God’s meting out justice 

but Satan’s attack on Job’s conduct and God’s character. Bildad likely never 

considered it. He had never seen anything like Job’s situation. 

            Bildad had great trust. If Job would repent, God would restore (8:6). The 

ones who forget God quickly wither away, but those who are blameless find 

acceptance from God, and He fills their mouths with laughter and destroys their 

enemies. Bildad had it all figured out. Job replied, “You’re right” (9:1), but he 

wondered how mere mortals could truly be righteous before God. 

            This brief affliction caused him to think deeply about the reality of God. His 

power is unmatched. His justice is incomparable. Job needed someone to stand by 

his side to bridge the chasm between him and God (9:33). Job desperately wanted 

to know what God was doing. God made him with a purpose. Would it now be 

wasted (10:8)? He needed answers. 

            Jesus is the answer. He bridges the gap between God’s holiness and 



man’s flaws. He suffered innocently to reunite God and man. He walks with those 

who hurt and wonder. Praise God that Jesus lives! 

Friday, January 17, 2020—Job 5-7 

            Job was righteous, and Job was suffering. In the minds of most, those two 

realities did not align. Job’s friends had come to comfort him but then began to 

speak, making matters worse rather than better. 

            Eliphaz wondered why Job was discouraged. His devotion to God should 

have given him confidence. After all, he had encouraged many hurting people 

before (see Job 4:1-7).  Eliphaz had seen the wicked and foolish come to justice by 

the hand of God. Could this be the issue? Did Job have sin God was punishing? 

God works justice and brings discipline. Job needed to pray for God to reveal the 

truth (5:18-27). 

            Job responded with deep emotion. He had, in fact, been praying. His 

misery led him to ask for his own death (6:8-9, 7:15-16). The last thing he wanted 

to do was deny the Lord (6:10), but he was struggling mightily because his friends 

were of no comfort (6:14-30). They felt he needed simply to repent, and God would 

give him relief. Job asked them to show him where he had gone wrong (6:24). 

            Job could not sleep. He could not eat. Days flew by without hope. Nights 

drug by full of misery. He wanted to know why God was giving him so much 

attention and so little information (7:17-20). He needed affirmation from God or his 

friends, and he was finding neither. 

            Ask God to teach you how to be present with the hurting. Pray for the 

wisdom to comfort with words and to confront only when necessary. 

Thursday, January 16, 2020—Job 1-4 

            Job was one-of-a-kind. He was wealthy. He had a large family and a good 

reputation. Above all, he was blameless and feared God. He regularly offered 

sacrifices after his children hosted feasts in case one of them sinned. 

            Job had everything the world would have called valuable. Job also had the 

attention of God. When Satan came before God Himself, God asked whether this 

fallen angel had taken notice of this remarkable man. Satan said Job only feared 



God because God protected him and provided for him (1:9-11). He was sure Job’s 

commitment was shallow and selfish. 

            God did something that is troubling to many and confusing to most. He 

gave Satan permission to bring misery on Job. In an instant, Job lost his livestock, 

servants, and children. Job mourned and then bowed to the ground in worship yet 

did not accuse Yahweh of doing wrong (1:22). 

            Satan was not satisfied. He believed Job maintained integrity because he 

himself was still alive and not suffering. God said Satan could touch Job’s body, 

therefore, but not kill him (2:6). What came next was so miserable that Job’s wife 

encouraged Job to curse God and die. How miserable must this have been? Still, 

Job did not sin (2:10). 

            Job’s friends came and graciously sat in silence with him for a week. Their 

presence was comfort enough. Job then expressed his misery (3:1-26), and his 

friends began to try to explain his dilemma (4:1-20). 

            God is in complete control. His ways are not ours. In good and bad worship 

Him because of Who He is. 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020—Genesis 47-50 

            Walking with God changes your reality. Jacob was a 130-year-old foreigner 

in need of food. Pharaoh was the most powerful man in the world, yet Jacob was 

the one who blessed Pharaoh when they met (47:7-10). The Egyptians were 

languishing in the land because of famine, but the Israelites living there were 

fruitful and increased in number (47:27). 

            Jacob sensed the blessing of God, the fulfillment of the promises God 

made to him long ago (48:3-4). He took Joseph’s sons and “adopted” them into his 

line, saying they would receive portions of the land God had promised for His 

people (48:5), and he spoke blessing over them (48:20). 

            The blessing was anticipating in the present God’s activity in the future. 

Those words have power over the ones who receive them as they communicate 

faith, hope, love, value, and purpose. Jacob blessed a pagan leader. He blessed 

his foreign-born grandsons. Finally, Jacob spoke these words over his sons, 



 

describing the future God had for them (49:1-28). Some words were positive. 

Others were troubling or confusing, but they all pointed to God’s work and 

provision in fulfilling His promises. 

            Joseph and his brothers returned to Canaan to bury their father, an 

important act of faith. They believed God would one day restore their people to that 

place. Then, on their return to Egypt, Joseph reassured his brothers that he had no 

grudge against them. He was not God. He knew God had worked things out for 

good (50:20). 

            Pray for faith that strengthens and words that bless.  


