
Sunday, February 18, 2018—Numbers 4-6 
            The Tabernacle housed the presence of God, so its importance in the Israelite community could not 
be overstated. When God decided to move, the Tabernacle would move along with Him. That relocation 
required the dismantling, proper storage of the tent and furnishings, transport, and reassembly of the holy 
tent. There were three Levite clans who had specific roles to ensure this would occur righteously and 
efficiently. While they did not perform daily duty at the Tabernacle like the sons of Aaron, they provided an 
absolutely vital service to the entire nation when the time came. No role is unimportant in the Kingdom. 
            Numbers 5 and 6 move from the role of the Levites to the consecration of the people in two unusual 
settings. First, when a husband suspected his wife of adultery, he was to bring her to the priest for an unusual 
ritual which would prove her guilt or innocence. While there are many questions about why the suspected 
adulterating man is not involved and how a drink could prove guilt or innocence, the reality is that the 
suspecting husband did not take matters into his own hand. He made himself dependent upon the priest and 
the judgment of God. 
            The second consecrating step was the Nazirite vow. When properly compelled, individuals could take 
this vow to show their desire to obey and would end the time of consecration with public worship. All three 
chapters illustrate the ability of God’s people to surrender themselves to Him in order to bring about His 
recognition and praise. 
            Pray for a life surrendered to Him that brings Him glory. 

 
 
Saturday, February 17, 2018—Numbers 1-3 
            The world’s population continues to grow, so to consider that each person is only one of more than 
seven and one-half billion on the planet is a humbling thought. People want to have significance. They don’t 
want to be a number in a file or on a class role. Is this possible among so many? 
            Once the Israelites had established themselves as a free people and organized everything around the 
Tabernacle and its operation, they were ready to begin the journey toward the Promised Land. The first order 
of business was to conduct a census of the people. Thus, the name of the book Numbers, yet God was not 
interested in devaluing the people and making them a mere numeral. He charged the tribal leaders to record 
them by name (1:2), but the total numbers would be strategic in their travel. 
            By the numbers, God arranged three tribes on all four sides of the Tabernacle. The men of these 
tribes would be responsible for defending the people as they marched toward their new home. The tribe of 
Levi, however, was solely responsible for the Tabernacle. The nation, therefore, had two clear roles—
preserving holiness and protecting people. In his book, A Free People’s Suicide, Os Guiness speaks of three 
distinct phases for any nation—gaining freedom, preserving freedom, and defending freedom. Yahweh had 
provided their freedom. Now, these tribes and their functioning would help preserve and defend what 
Yahweh provided. 
            Thank God for freedom in Christ. Pray for an awareness of your unique value to the Kingdom so you 
may serve faithfully. 
  
Friday, February 16, 2018—Leviticus 24-27 
            Everything about the Hebrews was to bring glory to Yahweh. The Tabernacle was a visible testimony 
to them and to any who interacted with them of His presence among them and His leading them every day. 
The inner workings of the Tabernacle (the bread, the incense, and the lamp), were visible only to the priests, 
but the people were responsible for providing the supplies to accomplish these tasks which illustrated the 
manifest presence of God and their absolute dependence on Him. 
            The land they lived in would testify to the glory of Yahweh as well. Every seventh year, they were to 
allow the land to have a Sabbath. What nation around them would practice such “foolishness?” Tending the 
land was absolutely vital for survival and commerce. To give it “rest” was impractical and risky, yet this was 
exactly what God wanted to illustrate. In obeying this, they would give Him the opportunity to provide in 
ways only He could provide, and they would, thus, bring Him unprecedented glory. 
            The Hebrews also liberated their slaves and returned the land to original owners at the seventh 
Sabbath, the 50th year, the Year of Jubilee. They were living in a way that no other society had ever operated 



in order to bring attention to Yahweh. His promise to them was to bless them, provide for them, and protect 
them if they obeyed. The alternative was to disobey and face the subsequent curse. 
            Praise God for His faithfulness to protect and provide. Pray for a life of distinct faith and character 
that brings Him the glory He deserves. 

 
Thursday, February 15, 2018—Leviticus 20-23 
            Leviticus discusses a variety of habits and practices. While they may seem obscure, shocking, or confusing, God 
had a foundational purpose in sharing these details with the Hebrews. “You are to keep all my statutes and ordinances, 
and do them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live will not vomit you out” (20:22). The nations God was 
driving out had allowed and even celebrated the vile things He was condemning, and their sin was the reason He was 
driving them out. His people could not think they would adopt the same practices and be allowed to stay. 
            In Leviticus 20, God prohibits child sacrifice and a variety of sexually immoral practices. He also reminds the 
people to distinguish between clean and unclean animals. In the New Testament, these food laws were abolished (see 
Acts 10, for example), yet the work of Christ to pay the penalty of sin did not make immorality or sacrifice acceptable. 
God retains the call to sexual holiness and the sanctity of life on both sides of the cross. 
            Yahweh held His people to high standards, and He held the priests to even higher standards. They were the 
bridge between God and man, so their conduct and choices affected them personally and the nation as a whole. “They 
must keep my instruction, or they will be guilty and die because they profane it; I am the LORD who sets them apart” 
(22:9). This was His plan built on His character and power. 
            Thank God for the call to know Him and be holy. 

 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018—Leviticus 17-19 
            Everyone worships. That is at the core of human existence. Every culture throughout history has left 
evidence of worship in some form—temples, altars, artifacts, and more. More contemporary forms of 
worship include entertainment and politics as people direct their hearts’ affection, their minds’ attention to 
someone or something. 
            God wanted to have the sole attention and affection of the Hebrews, so He commanded them to 
worship Him alone. The Tabernacle gave the people one unique worship site so they looked different from 
all the cultures around them. Rather than sacrificing in the open fields to gods who had no power, they were 
to come to His house (17:1-7). To refuse to do this would make them guilty. 
            The worship of the Hebrews was to make them distinct from the people around them. Leviticus 18 
speaks candidly about sexual practices and what God prohibited because the nations God was driving out 
before the Hebrews had defiled themselves in these ways (18:24). Sex, while a gift from God to married 
couples, can become an idol, and the worship of sex can lead to detestable practices which God would not 
allow. 
            In Leviticus 19, God repeatedly says, “Do not . . .” to prohibit a variety of pagan practices and 
ungodly behavior. On occasion, however, He speaks positively. “Keep my Sabbaths.” “Rise in the presence 
of elders.” “Keep my statutes.” Worship isn’t simply about avoiding bad behavior. Worship involves enjoying 
the blessings and living out the truth of knowing Him in His fullness. 
            Thank God for the ability to worship Him. 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018—Leviticus 14-16 
            When God created, all was good, but sin brought disruption into that order. Every person 
now faces three potential enemies—Satan himself and his spiritual army, the person himself as he 
faces temptation, and the world as it increasingly declines because of the effects of sin. Sickness and 
disease were not a part of the original order, but they are realities everyone experiences. They are a 
result of spiritual attack, personal sin, or (most often) the brokenness of the world. Sin is destructive 
on many levels. 
            Because sickness was sin-related, the people had to acknowledge its presence and its passing. 
When someone with a skin disease was healed, they offered sacrifices to consecrate their healing and 
return to community. “The priest is to offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. 
The priest is to make atonement for him, and he will be clean” (14:20). Whether the result of poor 



choice, spiritual attack, or life in general, sickness and disease reminded the people of their great 
need for Yahweh. 
            Because God is holy, His people are to be holy. Sin is the opposite of holiness, so He 
continually instructed them how to deal with this problem, whether through unintentional disease or 
known sin. One day each year, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the high priest would enter the 
Tabernacle and make atonement for himself, his family, and the nation. He was all alone (16:17) as 
he did this all-important work. 
            Thank God for the Great High Priest, who cleanses and heals. 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018—Leviticus 11-13 
            Parents have a pat answer available to them as they shape their children. When a child asks why he 
has to complete a task, parents can simply say, “Because I said so.” It’s efficient. It’s true. It just isn’t 
satisfying. 
            Leviticus 11 speaks of laws concerning what they Hebrews could eat and not eat among all the living 
creatures on the ground, in the air, and in the water. He speaks rather specifically about hooves, chewing the 
cud, fins and scales, jointed legs, and more. The immediate question any reader asks is, “Why?” What 
difference does this make? Why not eat whatever animal is available? (Why prohibit bacon (11:7) when it is so 
good?) 
            God could have given them commands with no explanation, but instead He made clear these 
commands were about holiness. To eat these animals would make His people unclean, and He had not 
designed them or called them to this. He wanted them to know their identity as holy was superior to their 
desire to eat. They were to put obedience above impulse. 
            The people were to pay attention to their skin and clothing as well. Good hygiene was vital for those 
who were living so closely together. If one were to be unclean and to be careless, he could easily cause 
dozens, if not hundreds, of others to be unclean as well. The dietary laws placed holiness above impulse, and 
the cleanliness code placed community above self. 
            Thank God for making His desire for holiness clear. Pray for wisdom and strength to obey when 
holiness is a challenge. 

 


