
Monday, February 4, 2019—Exodus 25-27 

            The grace and mercy of God are truly overwhelming. He is the God of all 

creation, having made the vast expanses of the universe, yet He makes Himself known to 

the creatures on a tiny planet called Earth. He chose an insignificant tribe to call His own 

and freed them from slavery. Then, He told them He wanted them to build Him a sacred 

residence so He could live among them (25:8). What great love He lavished on them. 

            Inside this residence was to be a place of atonement (25:17). God knew these 

people would continue to sin, so He designed from the beginning a place for them to 

cover their sin and restore the relationship. Inside the tabernacle would also be bread and 

light, signifying His continual presence, provision, and leadership. He was their 

everything. 

            This tabernacle was going to be a sizeable tent made of linen (26:1) and goat hair 

(25:7). Much of the furnishings were covered in gold and fine jewels. Where did a former 

group of slaves find all this? The goats were part of their flocks, but much of the other 

material came from the Egyptians, showering the Hebrews with riches before they left. 

God had provided so His people would be able to give freely for their place of worship. 

            Rather than gold, the articles used for work were covered in bronze (27:2, 19). 

They maintained some visual glory but were more practical. 

            Praise God for His willingness to live with His people. Praise Him for sending 

Jesus so He can live in His people. 

Sunday, February 3, 2019—Exodus 21-24 

            To walk well with God changes the character of a person. That relationship with 

Him, then, affects the relationships around that person. When God gave the 10 

Commandments, the first four detailed the connection with Him. The final six concerned 

relationships with others. The remainder of the Law God would give Moses in the 

Exodus account covered those same two arenas in more detail. 

            The way they treated slaves (21:1-11) relied on a greater trust in God and respect 

for His image in every person. Personal injury issues (21:12-36) affirmed God’s design 



and system of authority and raised the value of people over possessions. God was 

ensuring the people would admit fault and accept responsibility and preventing the 

harmed from escalating the fight and seeking revenge. God was a sufficient Judge. 

            Private property (22:1-15) was an important gift from God as this allowed each 

person to exercise responsibility and use his possessions to provide for his family and 

bless others. Depriving someone of his property was a serious crime. Social order (22:16-

31) was important so everyone could equally strive to live by the standards God. They 

were, after all, His “own holy people” (22:31) who were representing Him to the world. 

            Living for justice (23:1-13), the people were to gather three times each year 

(23:14-19) to recognize the goodness of God and celebrate His provision. God was 

calling His people to follow His representative who bore His name (23:20-33) for His 

glory and their good. 

            Reaffirm your desire to obey God today for His glory (24:7). 

Saturday, February 2, 2019—Exodus 18-20 

            God deserves worship because of who He is. He is the one true God, the only 

One worthy of devotion, obedience, and praise. He also deserves worship for all He 

does—the simple and the miraculous. He told Moses His work in Egypt and against 

Pharaoh and the gods was designed to bring Him glory, demonstrating His worthiness. 

When Jethro heard the news, that is exactly what he did (18:10). “I know now that the 

LORD is greater than all other gods, because his people have escaped from the proud and 

cruel Egyptians” (18:11). 

            Because God was teaching the people how to be a nation for His glory, everyone 

had to learn, including Moses. He was hearing complaints every day, so Jethro urged him 

to create a system of judges who could share the load, capable men who were of great 

integrity. As a result of many people using their God-given gifts, the nation flourished, 

and Moses found relief. Good leaders learn that equipping others brings benefit to all. 

            Ultimately, the people exist not for the benefit of others but for the glory of God. 

Yahweh told Moses to call the people into preparation for His visit and His covenant 



with them (19:3-26). God was personal, but approaching Him was not casual (20:18-19). 

His holiness required Moses to be the mediator, and His holiness demanded high 

expectations of His people (20:1-17). His jealousy would not allow them to give the 

worship He deserved to any other person or thing. 

            Pray for a life of increasing worship and obedience. 

Friday, February 1, 2019—Exodus 14-17 

            God leads His people in the way He sees best. Their responsibility is to listen and 

obey. When God led Israel out of Egypt, He took them the long way (see 13:19) so they 

would not face immediate military action (for which they were assembled yet not 

prepared). He was faithful to guide them (see 13:21) with a pillar of cloud by day and fire 

by night. He was enough. 

            God was also working to confuse Pharaoh and draw him to his destruction. As 

He demonstrated to Satan through Job, He was going to demonstrate to Pharaoh 

through Israel. God uses His people to display His glory to anyone and everyone who 

believes they are worthy of worship. 

            The people were terrified by the approach of Pharaoh and severely reprimanded 

Moses for bringing them into the desert to die. Following God is rarely easy because He 

has called His people to holiness, not comfort. (To be sure, in time holiness leads to the 

greatest of comforts.) Moses assured them they would see the glory of God (14:13). 

When His mighty power parted the sea and swallowed the Egyptians, their worry turned 

to worship (14:31-15:21). 

            Following God doesn’t produce automatic maturity. The people moaned and 

complained repeatedly. The old ways of life often seem more comfortable and attractive 

than they truly were. They were learning how to trust and obey, and Moses was learning 

how to lead. God was faithful to meet basic needs and continue expecting His people to 

grow in character. 

            Thank God for His power to save, guide, protect, and grow. 

Thursday, January 31, 2019—Exodus 11-13 



            Even when His people can’t see it or won’t believe it, God is at work. While the 

people suffered under increasing pressure from Pharaoh, God was at work, preparing the 

Egyptian people. The people and many of the leaders had great respect for Moses (11:3), 

and the Hebrews were going to be able to ask their Egyptian neighbors for gold and 

silver. No one would have believed that, yet it was absolutely true. 

            God was birthing a new nation, and this moment would become the first month 

of their year (12:2). Every year, they would celebrate a new year by remembering their 

freedom from captivity and the Passover lamb which provided their delivery. They were 

to wear traveling clothes as they ate to remember their rapid departure (12:11), and they 

were to eat unleavened bread for a week to remember God’s preparation and provision 

as they traveled and His call to live without sin every day (12:17). 

            The Passover was God’s final statement of judgment against all the gods of 

Egypt (12:12). Those gods would not be able to do anything to protect the most valuable 

treasures of Egypt. What God did for His people was a story to tell year after year so 

each generation knows (12:26, 13:3). 

            Like a victorious army, the Hebrews plundered the Egyptians without wielding a 

sword (12:36). The LORD brought them out by his mighty power (13:3), so they were to 

dedicate the firstborn to Him. He spared them so He might use them. Pray He uses you 

today as He works. 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019—Exodus 8-10 

            God is adamant that His people worship Him. His plan has always been that the 

worship of His people would lead the nations to worship Him. This was the heart of the 

matter between Pharaoh and Moses. 

            Repeatedly, God told Pharaoh through Moses and Aaron to let His people go so 

they could worship. Repeatedly, Pharaoh heard the pleas and refused to comply, and 

God sent a plague—frogs, gnats, flies, plague, boils, hail, locusts, and darkness—which 

showed His power over one of the many gods of Egypt. “Then you will know that no 

one is as powerful as the LORD our God” (8:10). Pharaoh refused to comply every time. 



            Pharaoh did offer certain compromises. He suggested they sacrifice in the land 

(8:25). Moses said that wouldn’t do. The Egyptians would be scandalized by their 

sacrifice. He said only the men could go (10:11), and then said all the people could go but 

without their flocks and herds (10:24). He was trying to dictate worship on his terms 

rather than submitting to the sovereignty of God. God wants surrender, not 

compromise. 

            More than once, Pharaoh admitted his fault (9:27, 10:16-17), but these were 

confessions without repentance. Moses knew Pharaoh and his officials did not fear God 

as they should (9:30). God reminded them, “But I have let you live for this reason—that 

you might see my power and that my fame might spread throughout the earth (9:16). 

            Ask God to show you areas where you refuse to repent of idolatry. Pray for pride 

to give way to worship. 

 Tuesday, January 29, 2019—Exodus 5-7 

            A lack of patience stirs a lack of grace. When traffic is heavy and she’s running 

late, there is no way she’s letting someone cut in line. When traffic is heavy and she has 

plenty of time before her appointment, she has no problem letting the car beside her 

merge. 

            Moses was on a mission. The people had been praying for 400 years. All of them 

wanted to see God bring quick resolution to the great dilemma before them. Pharaoh 

had other ideas. He was not interested in letting the people take a three-day journey to 

worship, and he was offended by the request. The Pharaohs had long worried about the 

Hebrews becoming too numerous and rising up to revolt. Now, they had enough time on 

their hands to consider going away for worship. He made the people work harder as a 

result (5:7). Pharaoh had no patience and no grace. 

            The people were deeply troubled, and they complained to Moses and Aaron for 

getting them in this situation. They called for God’s judgment on the brothers (5:21). No 

patience meant no grace. 



            Yahweh was troubled by none of this. “Now you will see what I will do to 

Pharaoh” (6:1). He was at work before the enslavement. He had been at work over the 

400 years of captivity. This refusal from Pharaoh was not a problem. In fact, the plan was 

progressing perfectly. 

            Moses was discouraged and doubtful (6:12, 30), but God was able. He began 
addressing the stubborn pride of Pharaoh to glorify Himself (7:14-25). Praise God for 
His power. Pray for patience and faith. 


