
Thursday, February 11, 2021—Leviticus 8-10 

            God gave the priests as a gift to His people. They were the connection between 

the divine and the human, the eternal and the created. When the time was right, Moses 

presented Aaron and his sons to the people, and Moses did all the work to consecrate 

these men. He gave them the clothing. He anointed them with oil. He brought the 

sacrifices on which they laid their hands to signify their substitution. The priests would 

be the intermediaries for the people, but first they needed one for themselves. 

            After a week of resting before Yahweh, the priests began their work of 

interceding for the people. The nation brought sin offerings, burnt offerings, and peace 

offerings to the priests to present to God. Because the priests were fulfilling the call God 

had on their lives, the glory of God appeared to the people, and fire came and 

consumed the sacrifices they had laid on the altar. The people bowed down and 

shouted (9:23-24). 

            Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offered something to God He had not 

commanded, and God consumed them with fire. He will burn up the sacrifice presented 

to Him as a substitute, or He will take the life of the one who sins and doesn’t offer a 

substitute in his place. 

            God is holy, and no one can come before Him unless a substitute prepares the 

way. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Him. 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021—Leviticus 5-7 

            To be holy requires taking personal responsibility for thoughts, words, and 

actions. Everyone in Israel had to evaluate his life and confess when he had sinned. 

Upon that confession, he brought a sin offering to the priests to restore the relationship 

with God that had been tainted by the offense. God made provision so that even the 

poorest of Israelites would be able to bring the offering for forgiveness (5:1-19). All have 

sinned. 

            God made clear that a sin against a neighbor was a sin against Him (6:2), so 

they were not only to make things right with their neighbor but with God as well. The 

sinner is accountable to everyone he offends. The priests were to keep the fire on the 

altar continually burning (6:13), so the people had the daily, visual reminder that God 

was ready and willing to deal with the sin which so readily entangled their lives. 

            God was gracious and merciful. He had no obligation to offer forgiveness, but 

He did. When the people brought their offerings, some of those went to the priests and 

their families (7:1-38), so God’s act of forgiveness for the guilty also became an act of 

provision and abundance for those who served Him. Forgiveness gives way to 

gratitude. 

            Confess to God those thoughts, words, and actions which are not like His. 

Thank God for the forgiveness He provides in Jesus. Feast on the Word of God so you 

grow in gratitude and holiness for His glory. 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021—Leviticus 1-4 

            God called His people to be holy—set apart, different, useful to Him alone. God 

called a group of people, the tribe of Levi, to lead the people in this life of holiness. They 



would set the example, teach the truth, and lead the nation in this unique calling and 

privilege from God. The book for the Levites is, therefore, called Leviticus. 

            One of the primary functions for the priests was assisting the people in bringing 

their offerings to the Lord. When the people brought a burnt offering, they were to offer 

an animal without defect, recognizing that something without blemish was to take the 

place for them in their imperfection. Their offering was a sweet smell to God (1:9, 13, 

17) because His people were admitting their sin and desiring restoration. 

            When they offered a meal offering, the bread was to be without yeast (2:5), 

which symbolized the small but pervasive effects of sin. Part of this offering went into 

the fire, but the priests and their families were able to enjoy part of this as well. All these 

offerings took place at the Tabernacle, so the people were corporately expressing either 

their flaws or their gratitude and developing a corporate understanding of who God was 

and how vital holiness and praise were to the entire nation. 

            Though the people were imperfect, God guaranteed their forgiveness (4:20) if 

they walked in these ways. God was not giving them permission to sin but was 

promising a way to restore the only hope they had in life—knowing Him intimately. 

Jesus is the way. 

Monday, February 8, 2021—Exodus 38-40 

            The people of Israel had been slaves for 400 years, but now they were 

nomads—a nation on a journey through the desert. Everyone needed a temporary 

shelter, so God had one, too, but His tent was far more ornate than any common tent. 

Gold, silver, and bronze made His tent shine. 

            His tent of meeting would be in the center of their camp so He would literally be 

in the center of their lives. He prescribed a variety of offerings and sacrifices so the 

people would make a regular habit of coming to Him in thanksgiving and in repentance. 

The tent and its furnishings had gold and silver or a variety of pieces, but bronze 

covered those pieces that involved sacrifice. It shined like gold but was much more 

hearty so as to endure the repeated work and handling required for sacrifice. 

            The priests would have finely-tailored, ornate clothing similar to the curtains and 

furnishings of the Tabernacle. To enter the tent required the work of a man who was 

clothed like the tent. To receive forgiveness involved brass, a mixture of metals. From 

the beginning, God was pointing to Jesus, the God-man, who would be our High Priest 

and sacrifice. 

            Because Moses followed all of God’s commands, God was pleased with the 

work and filled the Tabernacle with His glory (40:34). His presence was so holy Moses 

could not stay in the tent. He was with His people, but they were never to take His 

presence lightly. 

            Thank God for giving us access to Him through the work of Jesus. 

Sunday, February 7, 2021—Exodus 35-37 

            God created everything by speaking it into existence. He freed Israel from 

slavery by overpowering Pharaoh. He gave Israel food to eat in the desert. God can do 

whatever He wants without anyone’s assistance. 

            When He called for the construction of the Tabernacle, however, He told Moses 



to have the people give only if their hearts stirred them to do so. God had demonstrated 

He was the most powerful God. He wanted the people to respond to Him as a personal 

leader. The nation brought a willing offering that provided for the Tabernacle from inside 

to outside. 

            The people brought from their own possessions, but those possessions were 

things God had provided for them. He raised up skilled craftsmen to lead the work, but 

those skills were abilities God had provided. God was not enriching Himself one bit 

through these actions, but He was glorifying Himself as people put to use what He had 

given. 

            God gave meticulous detail about the building in which His presence would 

reside and to which His people would come to worship. If He cared that much then 

about a tent, imagine how much He cares for every human being He knits together in a 

mother’s womb. He will now dwell in the soul of anyone who comes to Him in faith. He 

will enable that believer to use gifts, abilities, desires, personality, and experiences—all 

of which He has given—to bring glory to Himself and blessing to the believer. 

            Praise God for dwelling in His people and for His gifts for service. 

Saturday, February 6, 2021—Exodus 32-34 

            Teachers spend great amounts of time talking to and interacting with their 

students. When the times comes for the test, however, the teacher is typically silent. 

When the student most needs to hear from the teacher, there is . . . nothing. How the 

student reacts and performs reveals much about the teacher’s work and the student’s 

preparation. 

            When Moses spent an unusually long period of time away from the Israelites as 

he communed with God on Mt. Sinai, the people began to wonder what had happened, 

and they began to wander from God’s instruction. God specifically told them not to 

make idols, but they had spent all their lives in a land of idol worship, so they reverted to 

those old ways. Aaron encouraged the people to make a golden calf, and they 

worshiped before it. God, the Great Teacher, was not pleased. 

            The people had failed their first test. They longed to worship. That was a good 

thing, given to them by God. They gave in to their emotions and traditions rather than 

remembering the instruction of God for how to fulfill that longing. Moses called them to 

repentance, and they resumed their journey. God told them to go ahead, but He would 

not be going with them because of their stubbornness. Moses said if God were not with 

them, they had no reason for going. He was their uniqueness and hope (33:15). God 

charged them once again to forsake idols and worship Him alone (34:13). 

            Thank God for truth. Pray for worship which pleases Him. 

Friday, February 5, 2021—Exodus 28-31 

            When you face frustration and endure struggles, there is comfort in having an 

advocate, one who will stand up and fight with you and for you. Knowing you have 

someone on the inside to convince the utility company to fix your problem or to ask the 

judge to consider your case brings an extra measure of hope. The advocate can do 

what you can’t do alone. 

            God told Moses to prepare Aaron and his sons to be the priests who would 



stand between God and man. Their clothing was beautiful, and they had the names of 

the 12 tribes of Israel on them. The people of the tribes could not enter the presence of 

God, but the priests could for them. 

            Before Aaron and his sons could perform these duties, they needed to be 

consecrated. Moses sacrificed a ram, and Moses sprinkled the blood of this innocent 

animal on the priests. He anointed them with oil to show they were chosen by God for 

this role. God promised to use them so His people would know He was with them and 

was their God (29:44-46). 

            Everyone 20 years old and older gave the same offering (30:14). Together they 

declared they were all equal before God—rich and poor, young and old. They all 

needed His grace and mercy, and the priests were the advocates who brought this to 

God’s people. 

            Jesus is the Great High Priest, the perfect Advocate between God and man. 

Praise God for salvation and sanctification through Jesus alone. 


