
Sunday, July 1, 2018—2 Kings 15-17 
            When a dam fails, rarely is there a sudden issue which causes the failure. The more likely 
scenario is a small leak which began imperceptibly that weakens the wall and begins to grow into an 
unstoppable force. So it was with Israel and Judah. Centuries of spiritual mediocrity eventually 
became an invasion of foreign forces no one could stop. 
            The good kings of Judah did not remove the high places, so the people made sacrifice and 
burned incense in those locations. Their motives may have been good, but they were disobeying 
God. The bad kings of Israel were overtly pagan and promoted practices which rivaled the foreign 
nations for their depth of depravity. God would not allow this forever. 
            King Ahaz, in deference to the king of Assyria rather than in conviction toward Yahweh, 
removed parts of the sacrificial furnishing (16:17-18). He felt safety and security were more certain 
from worldly leaders than the world’s Creator. Hoshea, the king of Israel, did evil and saw the 
Assyrians invade, destroy, and deport (17:6). The writer of 2 Kings says God brought this disaster 
because the people had adopted the habits and actions of the nations around them rather than 
remaining faithful to Him (17:7-8). “They followed worthless idols and became worthless 
themselves . . .” (17:15). The treasured possession had become useless. 
            God will not be one god among many (17:41). Fearing Him requires bowing to no other god 
and fearing no other power. Pray for a revival of personal holiness and commitment to Him alone. 
 
Saturday, June 30, 2018—Amos 7-9 
            Parents sometimes have a process of discipline with their children. They will first tell the 
child to stop doing something wrong. Then, they will warn them of punishment. Finally, they’ll 
count to three before acting. 
            Through Amos, God has been gradually increasing the warnings and woe in His message. 
He has told them of judgment. He has called them to repentance. In Amos 7, He shares the most 
devastating news thus far—Israel is going away in captivity, and those who are left behind will live in 
slavery and misery (7:16-17). All they know is going to be destroyed. 
            The famine they have experienced because of drought and locusts is nothing compared to 
the barrenness they will face. He is going to send a famine “of hearing the words of the LORD” 
(8:11). Without His guiding hand and continual encouragement, people will not know where to go 
or how to live. The people of God were not living like the people of God should, so God was going 
to put an end to the charade. 
            Despite His warnings, there were many who said, “Disaster will never overtake us or 
confront us” (9:10). These were the very one who would die by the sword. Their identity and 
security was in their name and their heritage, not in God and His righteousness. They had longed 
wandered away from His standards, so they were not protected as they thought. God was going to 
tear down and start over. 
            Ask God for a clear understanding of your righteousness in Him and the daily surrender and 
obedience which comes from that. 
 
Friday, June 29, 2018—Amos 4-6 
            God had spoken to His people through their leaders—Moses, Joshua, and prophets like 
Elijah—throughout their history, and He had primarily given them instruction on establishing and 
maintaining their freedom in and walk with Him. With the prophets Amos and Joel, His tone began 
to change. His patience had grown thin. 
            In Amos 4, He calls out the women, the “cows of Bashan,” who continually want more and 
more from their husbands while neglecting the poor and needy. To these women—and the country 



in general—God speaks about His coming judgment on them. He had tried to get their attention 
through drought and famine, but they kept going through their religious motions and wandering 
further away. The only option was to come powerfully against them, so He told them to prepare to 
meet their God (4:12). The God of Armies was about to march against them. 
            Their hope would not come from going to one of the counterfeit temples or worship sites. 
“Seek the Lord and live,” God said (5:6). He wanted them to return to Him and Him alone. This 
required their repentance for taking advantage of the poor and needy and for pursuing evil rather 
than good. Many, most likely, had no idea of their depravity because they had never seen 
righteousness modeled.  The ones who wanted God to rise up and strike the wicked would be the 
very ones struck down. 
            Pray for God’s clarity about unrighteousness and injustice in your own life. Be willing to 
admit unexpected areas of weakness and sin. Trust the God of Armies to strengthen, protect, and 
provide in your obedience. 
 
Thursday, June 28, 2018—2 Kings 14:26-29, Amos 1-3 
            King Uzziah led Judah for a lengthy period, and the people flourished under him. King 
Jeroboam II regained territory for Israel and delivered them from oppression (14:27). While visible 
results pointed to success, Amos saw serious spiritual problems realities. While only a sheep breeder 
by training, Amos obeyed God and spoke prophetically. 
            Yahweh had taken notice of all the nations surrounding Israel and Judah and seen the 
horrible things they had done. He was going to bring judgment on all of them for their mistreatment 
of people and their breaking of their covenants (1:2-2:3). God’s people, however, were not immune. 
Judah was guilty of sin, and God—being a just God—was going to bring punishment on them as 
well (2:4-5). Finally, Israel was put on notice that their sin had found them out (2:6-16). The most 
skilled and courageous would be no match for God Himself. God does not simply punish people 
that His people don’t like. God punishes all who violate His standards. 
            God told Israel His intention to punish them because He was always open about His desires 
and plans. He had made a covenant with them, and they had violated that covenant. He was going 
to punish them severely for their sin, but He was also going to rescue a remnant and begin a process 
of restoration. Justice and mercy were His practice and promise. 
            Thank God for the visible blessings in your life. Pray for discernment to see beyond the 
surface and to know what areas need repentance, restoration, and growth to bring Him honor. 
  
Wednesday, June 27, 2018—2 Kings 14:21-25, Jonah 1-4 
            God calls His people to complete obedience. Partial obedience or selective obedience is 
complete disobedience. He is the Master. His people are His dearly loved children but also His duty-
bound servants. 
            Jonah, the son of Amittai, spoke the word of God to His people, and the new king, 
Jeroboam II, restored the borders of Israel as Jonah had prophesied (14:25). This restoration and 
call to action were positive things for God’s people, and Jonah likely willingly shared. A different call 
brought a different reaction from Jonah. When God called him to go to the hated Assyrian people in 
Nineveh, he rebelled and ran the other way. 
            God’s people have a debilitating habit of becoming too comfortable with Him. God told the 
Hebrews, through Moses, they would forget Him when they moved into the Promised Land and 
built their homes and grew their crops. He was right. When Jonah fled from the all-powerful 
Jehovah, the men on the boat in the middle of the storm were more in awe of God than Jonah was 
(1:10, 16). They were more worshipful than he. 



            The men threw Jonah from the boat, and a large fish swallowed him. While in the strangest 
place possible, Jonah found himself repentant and prayed for God’s restoration. When the fish spat 
him out, God called again, and Jonah obeyed, preaching destruction (3:10) and seeing the people of 
Nineveh repent. His obedience, however, did not signify his joy. He was frustratingly angry over the 
repentance of Nineveh. 
            Pray for an obedient spirit and a joyful heart. 
 
Tuesday, June 26, 2018—Joel 1-3 
            The word “news” is simply the plural of “new,” and the world often uses it to describe the 
summary of daily information. That summary may be bad or good. The news may offer some 
memorable things—sometimes because those things are inspiringly, historically good and sometimes 
because those things are reprehensibly awful. 
            Joel called on parents (1:2) to pass on to their children the news of their day. Nothing had 
ever devastated the people of God like the drought and plague of locusts they were experiencing, 
and no one needed ever to forget its impact. The produce of the fields and the vines was gone, and 
they would not be able to bring offerings and worship properly. This was all a picture of their sin 
and its devastation on their souls. Joel was crying out to the LORD for deliverance from the 
devouring scourge (1:19). 
            Joel prophesied more new things. The Day of the LORD was fast approaching and would 
bring darkness and gloom. The devouring work of the locusts and the drought would be nothing 
compared to the destruction God would bring on the people and the land for their sin. Nations 
would rise up against Israel, and the earth would tremble. 
            The call from God through Joel was for the repentance of the people (2:12-14). They needed 
to call a nationwide assembly to fast and pray and return. God promised a great restoration through 
their repentance (2:18-32), including the gift of His Spirit. 
            Another Day is coming when God will make all things new. Pray for readiness and 
faithfulness on that Day. 
 
Monday, June 25, 2018—2 Kings 11-14:20 
            The chronicles of the kings of Judah and Israel read like a modern soap opera. Intrigue, 
power plays, and jealousy aboud. After hiding Joash for six years in the Temple, the priests crowned 
him king, and they put his grandmother Athaliah to death (11:20). Why was there so much death? 
Repentance requires putting to death the old mindset and the old ways. If, there is no desire to 
change one’s mind, the only alternative is physical death. The newly-installed opponent and his tribe 
are not interested in continually putting down rebellion and dealing with incessant physical and 
verbal attacks. The king requires complete allegiance. 
            This heightens the meaning of Jesus’ death for each of His followers. They were enemies of 
God, and they had the sentence of death on them, but Jesus took on that death so that they might 
repent of that rebellious way, find forgiveness through His blood, and live in a new way of Kingdom 
life through His indwelling Holy Spirit. 
            The power of repentance was evident in the life of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. Many of the 
northern kings were overt in their spiritual rebellion against God, but Jehoahaz walked differently. 
He saw the oppression of his people and took it personally. He sought the Lord’s favor (13:4), and 
God provided a deliverer from the outside oppressors. Jehoahaz did not remove the worship centers 
at Bethel and Dan, but he did make spiritual progress. 
            Praise God for Jesus the King. Pray for a life which daily repents of the old ways and walks 
obediently and joyfully with Him.  
  



 


