
Tuesday, June 2, 2020—Proverbs 4-7 

            Solomon knew wisdom was precious. His father, King David, taught him its 

value and urged him to search for it and protect it (4:1-9). The wicked will always be 

around, and they will not rest until they get their illicit experience. Solomon was to resist 

that with his pursuit of wisdom. “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring 

of life” (4:23). 

            Solomon urged his son to avoid the destruction of unfaithfulness. Life would 

present various opportunities to focus on selfish desire and stray from the disciplines of 

righteousness. Solomon urged him to drink from his own well (5:15-17) and not share 

with others. Unfaithfulness was like scooping hot coals into one’s own lap (6:27). 

Temptations come packaged with smooth words and tantalizing visuals (7:8-23) but 

lead to sorrow, shame, and destruction. God was fully aware of all he would do, so 

Solomon wanted his son to experience the richness of a godly marriage and to avoid 

the pitfalls of an undisciplined life. 

            The ant was a useful example of daily discipline. He was constantly working 

toward a goal and not distracted by other issues. Solomon warned his son against 

sluggishness and failing to fulfill his promises. The Lord Himself hates and detests those 

things that are false and unjust (6:16-19). 

            Wisdom is a treasure from God, a companion that will keep someone from 

foolish decisions and uncomfortable consequences. Wisdom has to be guarded like a 

sister and trusted like a redeemer (7:4). Praise God for His wisdom. Pray for more of it 

each day 

Monday, June 1, 2020—Proverbs 1-3 

            Solomon was the son of David, the first king to take the throne as the son of the 

previous king. His reign was no farce, however. God had appointed him and given him 

wisdom like no other man. Solomon imparted a portion of that wisdom in his collection 

of proverbs. 

            Solomon knew the power and blessing of personal discipline in an individual’s 

life. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 

discipline” (1:7). He urged his son not to fall prey to the schemes of the undisciplined 

that looked to harm the innocent and gather ill-gotten gain (1:8-19). Wisdom calls out 

and will provide instruction and blessing, but wisdom will eventually give the foolish over 

to their folly. 

            Wisdom is a treasure worth seeking, and the Lord provides it, giving knowledge 

and understanding to those on the journey. “He holds victory in store for the upright; he 

is a shield to those whose walk is blameless” (2:7). Wisdom saves people from the 

paths of destruction and unfaithfulness, while the foolish walk the way of wickedness 

and death. 

            The wise are always on guard against pride. “Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

fear the Lord and shun evil” (3:7). His trust is always in God Himself and in the path He 

directs. The wise man accepts God’s discipline as a sign of His love and blessing. The 

ways of wisdom are pleasant, "and all her paths are peace” (3:17b). 

            Praise God for liberally giving wisdom to those who seek it. 



Sunday, May 31, 2020—1 Kings 1-4 

            Great leaders are a blessing to their people, but they cannot lead forever. The 

time eventually comes for transition. King David was beloved by his country. He had 

brought them to abundance never known. He provided a treasury of stability and songs. 

The next king would truly never replace him, but he would indeed have a God-given 

duty to fulfill. 

            Adonijah decided he should be king and worked to make himself the new leader, 

but David appointed Solomon to the throne, as he had promised, and the people 

celebrated his ascendency. Then David charged Solomon to be strong, show himself to 

be a man, and walk in all the ways of Yahweh (2:2). This was a noble calling but not an 

easy one. Solomon would need great wisdom to lead his people in the path God 

intended. 

            Solomon had to make some difficult decisions in the first days of his rule in order 

to quell any potential insurrection. He was only the third king of Israel, so there was no 

established protocol for acknowledging a new king and preventing others from trying to 

put themselves in charge. Once the kingdom was in his hands, he had a dream where 

God asked Solomon what he would like Him to give him (3:5). Solomon acknowledged 

God’s grace in making him king and said he needed wisdom (3:9). God answered that 

prayer and gave him riches and honor as well 

            Praise God for the leaders in your life. Ask God to give them wisdom. Pray for 

wisdom in your own life, too. 

Saturday, May 30, 2020—Psalms 148-150 

            The Psalms were the songbook of God’s people. David wrote many of them, but 

there were other authors as well. They wrote them as tools for expression to God. He is 

the One who deserves worship. He is the One who can solve problems. He is the One 

who can bear the sorrow, frustration, anger, and misery without weakening or failing. 

            Psalm 148 sees God as worthy because He is above all things. He has created 

all things, so everything should turn to Him in praise. The heavens, the angels, the 

celestial bodies, the sea creatures and ocean depths, weather phenomena and 

geographic structures, wild animals, kings, men women, young and old—“Let them 

praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted” (148:13). Nothing is above 

Him. All bow to Him. 

            Praising Him has to be an expressive act. Singing, dancing, and playing 

instruments are a part of the process, “for the Lord takes delight in his people; he 

crowns the humble with salvation” (149:11). The lowliest become princes in the 

Kingdom of God. That celebration cannot be contained. His people cannot be silent. He 

changes everything. His people can live with boldness and intentionality. He is the King 

of all kings, and His Kingdom will prevail. They march every day in His purpose and 

power. 

            Praise Him everywhere. Praise Him for who He is and what He does. Praise 

Him with music. “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” (150:6). Tell God today 

how great He is. Tell others this truth. 

Friday, May 29, 2020—Psalms 145-147 



            Praise is a choice. Worship is a decision. Many allow their emotions and 

circumstances to dictate whether they want to sing songs and pray prayers. They give 

thanks only in good times and bring a list of complaints to God when things are 

uncomfortable or avoid Him altogether except when they are in need or find it 

convenient to give Him their time. 

            In Psalm 145, the writer repeatedly notes the characteristics of God. “Great is 

the Lord . . .” (145:3). “The Lord is gracious and compassionate . . .” (145:8), so he 

continually states, “I will . . .” or “They will . . .” Because of who God is, His people 

consciously choose to praise, worship, share good news about Him, tell of His power 

and proclaim His good deeds no matter the circumstances. God is greater than 

whatever is happening in the moment. “Every day I will praise you and extol your name 

for ever and ever” (145:2). He is righteous. He is near. He fulfills desires and watches 

over those who love Him (145:17-20). Praise Him! 

            There is no need to put trust in mortal men. They cannot ultimately save 

because they return to the ground (146:4). God is eternal and helps the oppressed, 

hungry, prisoner, enslaved, alien, fatherless, and widow. He reigns forever, so the one 

who trusts Him is eternally blessed. 

            He heals the brokenhearted (147:3) and “delights in those who fear him, who put 

their hope in his unfailing love” (147:11). He is without a doubt worthy of praise. No 

matter the situation, tell how worthy He is. 

Thursday, May 28, 2020—Psalms 142-144 

            The Psalms contain the full spectrum of human emotion. From joy and 

celebration to lament and despair, the people of God expressed their feelings to Him. 

He was not surprised by any of their needs or longings, and they were spiritually 

enriched because of their transparency with Him. 

            Knowing God desires to listen is important because sometimes He is the only 

one available and the only one willing to share wisdom. “When my spirit grows faint 

within me, it is you who know my way; in the path where I walk men have hidden a 

snare for me. . . . I have no refuge, no one cares for me” (142:3, 4b). The hardships of 

life can seem confining and isolating, so the work God does not only provides freedom 

and induces growth but helps restore connections with other believers (142:7). 

            The psalmist knew he did not deserve the deliverance of God. If God judged 

people on merit, no one would be worthy (143:2). He cried out for mercy and justice 

because of the character and work of God alone. He thirsted for a quenching drink of 

Yahweh. “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in 

you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul (143:8). He wanted God’s 

work in his life for God’s glory alone. 

            Compared to God, man is nothing (144:3-4). With God, man has everything he 

needs for flourishing and leaving a legacy (144:12-15). Thank God today for His grace 

and mercy in joy and in sorrow. 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020—Psalms 139-141 

            We’ve all pretended everything was okay until someone stopped us and made 

us tell how we’re truly struggling. We’ve all lied and gotten away with it until someone 



who truly cares was able to see through the fallacies and made us come clean. There is 

such relief and release that comes when we can be honest. We feel such strength and 

hope when someone truly knows us and sees the reality in which we live. 

            When the psalmist considered the depth, width, and height of God’s wisdom, 

such knowledge was too wonderful for him (139:6). He realized God knew everything 

about him. There was nowhere he could go where God would not be. There was no 

word he would say that God did not already know. God had formed him in his mother’s 

womb and would never leave him, so he could be completely honest with him. He asked 

God to defeat the wicked people in his life and remove any wickedness in his heart. 

Because he trusted God, he was able to be fully transparent. 

            He knew God was the advocate for the poor and the needy (140:12), so he 

called on God to punish the wicked taking advantage of them. He was willing to include 

himself in this needy category because evil men were seeking to harm him. He also 

knew he needed God’s strength so he wouldn’t say things that were ungodly or hurtful 

in his time of distress (141:3-4). He fixed his eyes on God alone and took refuge in Him 

(141:8). 

            Thank God for knowing you fully. Trust Him and obey Him. 


