
Tuesday, May 12, 2020—Psalms 94-96 

            No discipline is enjoyable in the moment. Pushing weights. Running extra 

distance. Memorizing words. Enduring spankings. Discipline attempts to direct life in the 

direction of better results, so it is difficult. 

            The psalmist knew the discipline of Yahweh and the absolute necessity of it. 

“The Lord knows the thoughts of man; he knows they are futile. Blessed is the man you 

discipline, O Lord, the man you teach from your law” (94:11-12). God’s people endured 

a lot of discipline because of their wicked hearts and because of their wicked neighbors, 

and in all of it God was shaping them to know Him and experience His blessing. If 

Yahweh had not acted, the psalmist would have died (94:17). 

            Discipline calls God’s people to great faith and difficult tasks for God’s glory and 

their good. Psalm 95 calls His people to respond in faith and obedience to such a great 

God and not to harden their hearts at the thought of such discipline (95:8-11). “Come, 

let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God 

and we are the sheep of his pasture, the flock under his care” (95:6-7). He disciplines 

because He truly cares for His sheep. 

            Recognizing the greatness of God moves the psalmist to call on everyone to 

sing to Him. All the other nations worship idols with no power. Yahweh, however, 

created all things and reigns over them (96:5, 10), and one day He will judge everything 

in perfect righteousness. Praise Him today for His loving discipline and His complete 

power. He is good! 

Monday, May 11, 2020—Psalms 91-93 

            Rudyard Kipling’s poem If describes the life of one who steps up to challenges 

and becomes a person of character. The key is the one, tiny word—if. There is a choice. 

This is not guaranteed. The results are golden. 

            Psalm 91 describes the benefits of dwelling in the shelter of the Most High. 

There is protection. There is no fear. The key is the one, tiny word—if. “If you make the 

Most High your dwelling . . .” (91:9). If one chooses to love God and dwell with Him, 

then He promises to be with him, deliver him, satisfy him, and show him His salvation. 

            Satan tempted Jesus to claim the benefits without living the requirements (see 

Matthew 4). He does the same today—drawing people into selfish living who then 

believe God will continue to fulfill His promises. When there is no “if,” there can be no 

“then.” God cannot and will not bless disobedience and rebellion. 

            When people choose to rest in God and plant their lives deeply in Him, these 

“righteous will flourish like a palm tree . . . planted in the house of the Lord . . .  they will 

still bear fruit in old age . . . proclaiming, ‘The Lord is upright; he is my Rock . . .” (92:12-

15). God alone is the source of stability, and He alone is worthy of praise. “Your statutes 

stand firm; holiness adorns your house for endless days, O Lord” (93:5). Choose today 

to trust only in Him. Praise Him, and ask Him to shape your life. 

Sunday, May 10, 2020—Psalms 88-90 

            Difficulties, disease, and depression can leave people feeling like there is no 

tomorrow. Circumstances are crashing down around them, and there seems no way out 

or for improvement. The psalmist felt this pressure and cried out to God with an 



intriguing question. “Do you show your wonders to the dead? Do those who are dead 

rise up and praise you?” (88:10). He wanted his life to give praise to God for His 

steadfast love and redeeming power, but if he were dead, that would be impossible. 

            Psalm 89 describes a similarly serious situation. The writer remembers the 

majesty of God and His promise to place David’s descendants on the throne (89:1-37). 

God is the strength of their lives and the source of their hope. “Righteousness and 

justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you” (89:14), 

yet, their enemies are now gaining the upper hand. How long will God allow this? 

            Psalm 90 declares God Himself as the dwelling place of Israel. They have 

trusted in Him, but the writer knows God does not compare in any way to His people. A 

day is like a thousand years to Him (90:4). He controls life and death, and He knows the 

secret sins of every person. He is worthy of complete honor and worship. The call for 

each person, regardless of circumstances, is to make the most of each day (90:12), 

being satisfied each day knowing His love (90:14) and seeking His favor (90:17). 

            Be honest with God about suffering. Be satisfied knowing His love. 

Saturday, May 9, 2020—Psalms 85-87 

            Throughout history God has chosen a few specific time periods to bring about 

sweeping revival in the West. All of those great awakenings were preceded by 

intentional prayer from desperate people. They knew God’s ability to forgive and restore 

and deeply longed for it. 

            Their psalmist knew this, too. He had seen the favor and forgiveness of God, so 

he called on God to do it again. He wanted to see God work powerfully and His people 

to walk faithfully. “The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its 

harvest. Righteousness goes before him and prepares the ways for his steps” (85:12-

13). 

            Righteous living paves the way for God’s powerful presence. Humble prayer 

prepares the heart for His instruction. The psalmist made himself completely vulnerable 

before God—lifting up his soul, asking for God to listen and to protect him. “Among the 

gods, there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can compare with yours. . . . For you are 

great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God” (86:8, 10). He wanted God to work 

so God could affirm His goodness and shame his enemies (86:17). 

            The people revered Jerusalem, the city of Zion, because God dwelled there 

(87:1-7). How much more valuable, then, is the person in whom the Spirit of God lives? 

What kind of revival can He bring when He lives in an army of followers around the 

world? Pray for humble hearts and obedient lives to pave the way for revival in your 

home, church, and city. 

Friday, May 8, 2020—Psalm 82-84 

            Life is full of injustice. In the Information Age, there are more outlets than ever to 

provide examples of racism, abuse, negligence, and more. There is a God-given desire 

inside every person to call out things that are wrong and to seek to make them right. 

            The psalmist knew nothing escaped God’s view. He described God’s putting all 

the world’s leaders on trial and asking them how long they would defend the unjust and 

show partiality to the wicked (82:1-2). He had put them in place to defend the weak and 



vulnerable, but they were not. God said they would eventually pay the price of justice 

themselves. “Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the nations are your inheritance” 

(82:8). 

            God’s people often are the victims of these irresponsible rulers, and the psalmist 

cried out for God to deliver the people from these worthless men. He wanted God to 

reduce them to nothing (83:13-15). Their personal pursuits were taking the glory away 

from God. “Cover their faces with shame so that men will seek your name, O Lord” 

(83:16). 

            Knowing the protection and provision of God made the psalmist long to be in His 

presence. Going up to Jerusalem and spending time in worship at the Temple was not 

drudgery but a true blessing. “Better is one day in your courts than a thousand 

elsewhere . . . For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor” 

(84:10-11). 

            Thank God for being the Righteous Judge. Trust Him to make all things right. 

Thursday, May 7, 2020—Psalms 79-81 

            Being in relationship with God through Jesus Christ is a guarantee of His 

unfailing love and His steadfast presence. It is no guarantee of a life of comfort. Those 

who know Him will still suffer life’s challenges. 

            Though God loved His people, they still saw foreign invaders ravage their city 

and damage the Temple (79:1-4). The psalmist asked, “How long, Lord?” (79:5). He 

knew they needed to admit their sin and the sins of their fathers, but he also knew God 

would not allow these foreign, godless invaders to prosper forever. “Help us, O God our 

Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name’s sake” 

(79:9). He called on God to hear their prayers and receive their praise. 

            Psalm 80 describes Israel as a vine which God Himself planted and made to 

flourish. Why, if God had given so much care, would He allow their protection to break 

down and outsiders to enjoy their fruit? “Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon 

us, that we may be saved” (80:3). 

            God does listen. God does rescue. Psalm 81 sings of God’s liberating them from 

Egypt and His giving them words of life. “In your distress you called and I rescued you. I 

answered you out of a thundercloud; I tested you at the waters of Meribah” (81:7). He 

freed them, but they quickly rebelled. “If my people would but listen to me . . . how 

quickly would I subdue their enemies” (81:13-14). 

            Thank God for His loving presence. Pray for listening ears and obedient hearts. 

Wednesday, May 6, 2020—Psalm 76-78 

            Books, movies, comics, and shows tell the stories of heroes. They chronicle the 

battle between good and evil. They celebrate the victories over darkness and award the 

victorious with praise and adoration. The human spirit overflows with appreciation when 

justice comes to pass. 

            Psalm 76 marvels at the power and majesty of God, who has overcome His 

enemies and established Himself in Jerusalem. He defeated valiant adversaries. He 

overpowered their armies with His commands. He rose up to judge and brought peace, 

so the psalmist is moved to praise Him. “Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill 



them; let all the neighboring lands bring gifts to the One to be feared” (76:11). 

            In epic stories, the oppressed and weak cried out to the heroes and often felt 

like all was lost. There was no hope. The psalmist had that same misery. “Will the Lord 

reject forever? Will he never show his favor again?” (77:7). Then, he remembered the 

faithfulness of God and His ability to perform miracles. He led Moses and the people 

through the sea. He could surely lead the psalmist out of his predicament. 

            The hero stories span the ages. How much more then the stories of the living 

God? “I will open my mouth in parables . . .  We will not hide them from [our] children . . 

. Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep 

his commands” (79:2-7). Tell someone today of the goodness and faithfulness of God, 

the true Hero. 


