
Thursday, April 1, 2021—1 Samuel 21-24 

            God has made people for relationship. God Himself is in relationship—one 

God in three persons, so in designing people in His image, He made them capable 

of relating to others, and He causes them to flourish in connection with others. 

Relationships are vital. 

            Broken relationships, then, are problematic. The Spirit of God had left Saul, 

though he was still king, and Saul was increasingly jealous of David. Their 

relationship had potential for greatness, but its fracturing caused David to flee and 

forced him to take desperate measures. He lied to the priest. He fled to the enemy. 

He acted insane before them. Though anointed by God to be king, David was not 

perfect under pressure. 

            David remained faithful, however, to Yahweh and his people. He prayed 

before heading out to deliver a village from the Philistines, and he realized the 

action made him known and put him at risk. When Saul came after David to kill 

him, David realized he had the upper hand when Saul came into a cave where 

David was hiding (24:6). Rather than killing Saul, he simply cut off a corner of his 

robe. He wanted to prove to Saul he had no intention of dethroning or killing him, 

but soon after David himself was struck with how the action dishonored the king. 

            Choices have consequences. Saul’s choices put David into difficult 

situations. David’s choices hurt others and dishonored the king. Pray for 

relationships that honor God, bless others, and shape your character. Pray for the 

Spirit to lead your decision making. 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021—1 Samuel 17-20 

            David was following his father’s orders. “Go to where your brothers are 

fighting and take them these supplies.” When he arrived, he realized there was a 

Philistine mocking God and His people who needed to be defeated. His brothers 

were not happy with his arrival or his motives, but he used the skills he had 

developed to slay the giant. 

            David’s victory put him on a path to popularity and position in the kingdom. 

Like David’s brothers, Saul was not pleased with David’s presence and questioned 



his motives (18:9). Saul tried to put David in harm’s way and personally attacked 

him on numerous occasions, but the Lord was with David and protected him as he 

developed in his service to King Saul and to Israel. As Saul grew to despise David, 

more and more came to love him. He was thriving despite difficulty. 

            Jesus came to earth to free His people from the giant of sin and death. His 

brothers, especially the religious elite, questioned His motives, maligned His 

teaching, and destroyed His body. In the process, Jesus destroyed death and 

removed the power and penalty of sin. 

            Jesus is the better David, and we find our hope against the giants of our 

lives because Jesus defeats them all. We are like David’s brothers and King 

Saul—selfish and weak. Until we repent of our pride, we will never find joy in Jesus 

and His power in our lives. Pray for repentance from sin and self. Praise God for 

victory in Jesus. Walk in faith and fullness. 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021—1 Samuel 14-16 

            “Follow your heart” is a common refrain. Spoken to high school graduates 

and starry-eyed dreamers, “follow your heart” often means to go in the direction 

that makes them happy or seems most enjoyable. In reality, “follow your heart” can 

be the worst advice someone could give to another as the heart can be deceitful 

and desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). 

            Jonathan had an idea about confronting the Philistines. His armor bearer 

told him to do whatever was in his heart, and he would support him in his decision 

(14:7). This turned out to be an unusual case where following his heart turned out 

successfully. God was indeed at work, and Jonathan saw God’s hand do the 

improbable. 

            Jonathan’s father made a vow as Israel attacked the Philistines that no one 

should eat until the task was complete. Jonathan, not having heard this vow and 

following his heart, ate a bit of honey during the battle. His impulse to eat was 

natural, but he wasn’t following the lead of his father or his fellow soldiers. 

Following his heart created a big problem a bit later. 

            When Saul followed his heart, he did not fulfill the command of God but did 



what was more advantageous for himself. This disqualified him as king (15:23), 

and God began to search for one whose heart was wholly devoted to Him. The 

heart can be deceitful, yet God looks not at the outward appearance but at the 

heart (16:7) where He is enthroned. 

            Pray for a heart that enjoys obedience to God above all (15:22). 

Monday, March 29, 2021—1 Samuel 11-13 

            God uses all kinds of people in various situations to bring glory to Himself 

and blessing to His people. He equips people with certain giftings, and they have 

certain skills and abilities they have developed over time. Experience and 

personality make them a unique vessel through which God can work to lead and to 

serve His people. Without the Spirit, however, success will be fleeting, and the 

work is in vain. 

            When the people of Jabesh-Gilead found themselves oppressed, they sent 

word to the nation for help. When Saul heard of their plight, the Spirit moved him to 

lead the nation to battle. The fear of the Lord fell on the nation, and they rose up to 

defeat the enemy. With Saul solidly seen as king, some considered ridding the 

nation of the naysayers and doubters, but Saul would not hear of it. God was 

shaping Saul’s character as king. 

            Samuel challenged the people to respond to the leadership of God as well. 

God had given them a king, and Saul had an initial victory, but the real test was the 

long-term faithfulness of the people to God, not the king (12:13-25). God was 

pleased to call them His people. Would they live every day in the pleasure of 

calling Yahweh their God? 

            When Saul was facing a battle and needed a sacrifice, he chose to offer it 

himself rather than waiting on Samuel. Samuel rebuked Saul for overstepping his 

boundaries. Desperation does not excuse disobedience. 

            Choose holiness and the Spirit’s leadership on good and bad days. 

Sunday, March 28, 2021—1 Samuel 8-10 

            Samuel learned at a young age to listen to God. When he became an adult, 

he continued this “childish” practice. He listened to God’s instruction and direction 



as he guided the nation out of the chaos of the period of the Judges. His sons 

failed to follow His faithful example. 

            Because his sons where not worthy successors, the people of Israel told 

Samuel to appoint someone as a king (8:5). All the other nations around them had 

a king. It was time for Israel to do the same. 

            Samuel was not pleased with this idea at all. He felt the people were 

rejecting him, but God assured Samuel the people were not rejecting Samuel. 

They were rejecting God (8:7). They could not learn, individually and corporately, 

how to surrender their will and align their lives with God and His holiness. God told 

Samuel to anoint Saul as leader of the nation. 

            God heard the cry of His people. Samuel heard the command of God. Now, 

Saul had to hear the call of God and decide whether to listen and obey. Initially, he 

was incredulous. “I’m from the smallest tribe in the nation. Why would He choose 

me?” (9:21). Samuel assured Saul he was the man God had chosen, yet he 

remained reluctant (10:22). God gave assurance He had truly called Saul (10:11), 

and He rebuked the people for failing to follow Him. They were sentencing 

themselves to hardship and sorrow by choosing a king rather than Yahweh (10:19, 

8:11-18). 

            Pray for a heart that listens, trusts, and obeys. 

Saturday, March 27, 2021—1 Samuel 4-7 

            Fans watching a game can sense when the momentum shifts from one 

team to the other. Soldiers will tell of the moment when the course of a battle 

changed. Samuel represented such a difference for Israel. 

            The nation had been dispersed by geography, fragmented by sin, and 

weakened by the consequences. They assembled against their nemesis, the 

Philistines, and in the process lost the battle, the Ark of the Covenant, and their 

priests. The nation was in shambles, but God was at work. 

            The Philistines put the Ark in the temple to their god Dagon, and strange 

things began to happen. Their god bowed to the Ark, and their bodies suffered ill 

effects, so the people decided to return the Ark to the Israelites. They returned the 



Ark along with items for sacrifice, and the people of Israel trembled at the power of 

God that resided in the Ark. It remained away from the Tabernacle for 20 years. 

            Then, Samuel stepped into leadership. He called the people to repentance 

and genuine faith. The Philistines tried to attack God’s people but this time were 

handily defeated. The tide was turning. What God had been doing in Dagon’s 

temple, outside the view of Israel, was now becoming evident in their sight. He had 

raised up a leader who would call people to faithfulness which would provide 

security and abundance. 

            Thank God for always being at work to provide and protect. Repent of 

those things that hinder your walk. Trust Him in hard times. 

Friday, March 26, 2021—1 Samuel 1-3 

            Hannah had no children in a culture that celebrated a woman’s ability to 

give birth. Her husband tried to reassure her (1:8) in the most self-centered way 

and was—not surprisingly—unsuccessful. She felt valueless, so she took her 

concerns to the Lord. Instead of trying to orchestrate a plan of her own, she placed 

her trust in Yahweh. She pledged to give her child to Yahweh, promising to use the 

value God gave her for God’s glory alone. 

            When Samuel was old enough, Hannah fulfilled her promise and took him 

to live with Eli and work at the Tabernacle. She rejoiced in Yahweh (2:1) for His 

answers and for giving her value. She did not regret giving her son as an offering 

because God was faithful and her son would be a testimony to His greatness for 

the rest of his life. He would be more useful to God than to her, and she would be 

blessed by that. 

            As Samuel grew in wisdom and stature, the sons of Eli grew increasingly 

wicked. As the descendants of Levi rebelled against Yahweh, Samuel began to 

hear from Him. Samuel, who’s name means “God hears,” learned to listen to God 

when the nation had largely stopped doing so. 

            Thank God for the value He gives to each person who comes to Him in 

Christ. Pray for growth in holiness and usefulness to Him as you listen to Him, 



 

obey Him, and glorify Him. Give thanks to God for listening to and answering 

prayer.  


