
Sunday, August 26, 2018—1 Chronicles 14-16 
            David was the greatest king the Israelites ever knew, so his life provided numerous examples 
for future leaders to follow. One of his greatest attributes was his prayer life. He continually 
consulted God before embarking on new military engagements. Not only was this wise spiritual 
practice, as a subject humbly inquired of his Lord, this proved to be great military practice as God 
gave David helpful strategy for defeating the enemy (14:1-16). God blessed David with success and 
fame as a result. 
            David also learned from his mistakes. When the first attempt to move the ark ended with the 
death of Uzzah, David used the plans of God for moving the ark—the Levites’ using poles on their 
shoulders (15:15). He humbly admitted his mistake. He had not inquired of God (15:13). David 
wanted to do a good thing, but his oversight turned a good thing into disobedience and resulted in 
death. For those reestablishing the nation of Israel in the Promised Land, the principle was clear—
even good people can make mistakes. Consulting the Lord and obeying His word are vital. 
            When David appointed the Levites, he assigned some to celebrate the Lord and to give 
thanks and praise to Him (16:4). God does not call His people into mindless and heartless 
obedience. He has made them to enjoy Him and to respond in worship. He wrote a song (16:8-36) 
to commemorate the moment. 
            Ask God to increase your prayer life and to enrich your worship. Pray for faithful obedience 
to His word that will bless Him. 
 
Saturday, August 25, 2018—1 Chronicles 10-13 
            God calls people into a personal relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. He doesn’t call 
the believer to walk alone but, instead, to walk with the church in faithfulness. God set this standard 
with His first covenant with Israel. Each tribe had unique traits and assigned land, but they all 
worked together to bring peace and prosperity and to provide for the work at the Temple and the 
families of the Levites. 
            In order for this to go well, the people needed good leaders. Chronicles speaks briefly of the 
first king, Saul. “Saul died for his unfaithfulness to the Lord because he did not keep the Lord’s 
word. . . . [God then] turned the kingdom over to David, son of Jesse” (10:13-14) to unite the 
country and set them on a course for faithfulness and prosperity. 
            David surrounded himself with a collection of brave, mighty men with varied backgrounds 
(11:26-47). When they served him selflessly, he reacted with humble worship (11:18). He realized the 
great gift these men were for him from God Himself. David’s personal humility and military success 
drew the support of all the tribes of Israel (12:24-37), and even the neighboring countries celebrated 
his leadership (13:40). 
            Celebration of God’s provision and direction does not allow His people to ignore His 
expectations. Uzzah lost his life (13:9-10) because they were transporting the ark in a way God had 
not prescribed. Good leaders unite the people and keep high standards in good times and bad. 
            Praise God for the leaders who lead you into faithfulness. 
 
Friday, August 24, 2018—1 Chronicles 7-9 
            Learning a new language often involves the use of a primer—a simple guide to grammar, 
sentence structure, vocabulary, and the like. The Chronicler penned 1 and 2 Chronicles as a primer 
for living as God’s people in the Promised Land. In the first several chapters, he described the 
people God called His own and the way they were to live. 



            In 1 Chronicles 7 and 8, he mentions mighty warriors. These men were heads of their 
families, chosen, and valiant (7:40, 8:40). To lead well, the people of God have initiative and courage. 
They cannot expect that mediocrity or complacency will be useful to God. 
            Elpaal’s sons built villages and drove out pagans (8:12-13). God calls His people to partner 
with Him in the task of cultivating and stewarding His creation and provision. That means building 
up the good and eradicating the bad. In doing so, His people create a culture that very often will be 
counter to what is customary yet beneficial for everyone. 
            The Chronicler gives extra detail to the duties of the Levites (9:22-34). Some would keep the 
gates. Others would tend the utensils and spices for incense. Still more would be responsible for the 
bread, wine, oil, and flour. The people had been unfaithful in their worship (9:1), so restoring that 
worship was absolutely critical. 
            Give thanks to God for providing the word to instruct His people on His character and His 
expectation. Thank Him for the Spirit which indwells believers to give them the will and the power 
to obey. 
 
Thursday, August 23, 2018—1 Chronicles 4-6 
            New students often have the opportunity or requirement for an orientation event. This 
makes the long-term experience better for all involved. In a similar way, Chronicles prepared Israel 
for a new life. 
            In 1 Chronicles 4, he reminds the people of the need for faith. The tribe of Judah was the 
group through which God would bring His promised Messiah. The multiple names represent the 
progress of God’s plan through real names of real people in real places. God was at work protecting 
and providing. Even someone like Jabez, born in pain and seemingly insignificant, was able to pray 
specifically and be heard by God. With faith, the pain of the past doesn’t handicap the future. 
            In 1 Chronicles 5, he moves from faith to folly. Reuben was the firstborn son but forfeited 
his birthright through selfish action. Every follower of Christ has responsibilities to the King and 
Kingdom, but there are serious consequences for disobedience, whether active or passive. 
            Like Jabez, Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh cried out to God, and He was 
receptive to their prayer because they trusted Him (5:20). God is receptive to those who seek His 
strength for their mission. They did not continue in this, however, and faced the wrath of God 
through Assyria because they were unfaithful (5:25). 
            In 1 Chronicles 6, the Chronicler shows how to follow God. The priests were the 
connection between God and man, so God’s people needed to make a place for them in their new 
homeland. Likewise, make space for Jesus—living in faith, rejecting sin, and following faithfully. 
 
Wednesday, August 22, 2018—1 Chronicles 1-3 
            After a disaster, the decision to rebuild leads to intense effort and expense. The rebuilding 
allows the opportunity to make improvements on the structure or to modify practices to avoid 
future disasters. Rarely do people rebuild and act as if the past never occurred. 
            The people of God—the nations of Israel and Judah—faced judgment from God because of 
their sin. Death for some and relocation for others meant the people had lived in faraway places for 
a generation or had neighbors with pagan practices and principles. As the people of God rebuilt the 
nation—the wall, the Temple, and the culture, they needed a clear reminder of who God created and 
called them to be. Thus, Chronicles retells Old Testament history and some of the stories of Samuel 
and Kings. 
            The genealogy of 1 Chronicles 1-2 reminded the reader that God had a plan from the 
beginning of time. He was in charge of history, so the setback of 70 years of captivity was only a 



“blip on the radar” of history. He remained in control and would accomplish what He planned. The 
names represented ordinary people through whom God fulfilled His promises. 
            In 1 Chronicles 3, the attention turns to King David. He represented the greatest king of the 
people and the one whose heart was after God. His was the example the rebuilding generation 
would want to follow. He was not perfect, but he was loved and blessed by God. 
            Thank God for working in the past. Pray for faithful obedience so He might work 
powerfully in your present and future. 
  
Tuesday, August 21, 2018—Lamentations 1-5 
            Jeremiah wept because of the fall of Jerusalem, and he wrote a book of his lamentations. For 
generations, God’s people had wandered from Him, and they finally paid a terrible price. What 
became manifest on the outside was evidence of their condition on the inside. Lamentations was a 
way for Jeremiah to express his grief but also to remind future generations of the terrible nature and 
consequences of sin. 
            Of Jerusalem, Jeremiah said, “All who honored her now despise her, for they have seen her 
nakedness. She herself groans and turns away” (1:8b). The judgment of God exposed the weakness 
and frailty of the nation, and no one wanted to be a part of that. Sin isolates people from God and 
also estranges them from one another. “For there is no one nearby to comfort me, no one to keep 
me alive” (1:16b). Jeremiah admitted the inner brokenness caused by sin (1:20) and his desire for 
God to judge the enemy so they, too, would know this devastation (1:21). 
            This book is heavy with emotion because sin took such a heavy toll on the people of God. 
No one believed this would happen, yet God had promised it. Jeremiah wanted everyone to 
remember, so he wrote each chapter with a mnemonic device. Successive lines or sections begin 
with successive letters of the alphabet. 
            In the heart of the misery is hope for all. He does not enjoy bringing suffering (3:33). His 
mercies are new every morning. Great is His faithfulness! (3:22-23) Give thanks for faithful love. 
Return to Him (3:40). 
 
Monday, August 20, 2018—Jeremiah 50-52 
            Walking with the Lord provides blessings beyond measure, but discipleship also brings with 
it plenty of challenges and sorrows. The world does not play by God’s rules, so they will often 
frustrate and sometimes attack those who follow Jesus. Peter talked about this suffering and pointed 
to the Christ, who also suffered and relied on the One who judges justly (see 1 Peter 2:23). God will 
make right what has gone wrong. 
            Jeremiah spoke of the judgment coming on Judah and the surrounding nations because of 
their mutual sinfulness. That judgment would come at the hands of the Babylonians In the final 
chapters of his prophecy, Jeremiah turned his attention to the Babylonians’ fate. God would bring 
judgment on them, too. They had been His chosen instrument, but they were not righteous. Their 
selfishness and idolatry would cost them as it had cost the other nations. To the powers which 
would destroy the Chaldeans, God said, “. . . as she has done, do the same to her” (50:15c). 
            No power or person is beyond the sight and the reach of God. He is more powerful than all 
the nations and armies combined, and He is wiser than all the teachers and philosophers of history. 
Joni Erickson Tada says God allows what He hates in order to do what He loves. He does not enjoy 
sin, yet He allows choice so that people can freely choose to obey Him. Praise Him today for giving 
forgiveness, life, and purpose in Christ. 
  
 


