
Monday, February 18, 2019—Numbers 4-6 

            In the family of God, every person has a task to accomplish. Everyone is gifted 

differently, but no one is more important. God began demonstrating this from the 

beginning of the Hebrew community. 

            He assigned the Kohathites the responsibility of carrying many of the sacred 

objects of the Tabernacle. They weren’t the priests who daily led the people and entered 

the Tabernacle. They were the ones who did the manual labor, yet God said, “Don’t let 

the Kohathite clans be destroyed from among the Levites!” (4:18). They were vital for 

accomplishing God’s call. Likewise, the Gershonites and Merarites played important 

roles. 

            The priests provided a variety of services to the people. They ensured physical 

health (5:1-4), proper restitution (5:5-9), and marital purity (5:11-31). While the latter 

involved what seems strange to modern readers, the priest ensured the husband did not 

take matters into his own hands. Jealousy and uncertainty did not rule the day. The 

husband took his concerns to the priest who then presented them to God. 

            The priests ensured the daily holiness of the nation, but they also assisted those 

who took a special vow for deeper holiness, a Nazirite vow. When the individual came to 

the end of his vow’s term, or faced impurity during the vow, the priests presented this 

person and his offerings to God (6:1-22). Ultimately, the priests blessed the people (6:22-

27), designating Israel as God’s people and Yahweh as their God. 

            Thank God for those who grow you in holiness. Pray for your own priestly 

role—bringing people to Jesus and blessing them. 

Sunday, February 17, 2019—Numbers 1-3 

            God calls people into a relationship with Him. Through Christ, He provides 

forgiveness of sin and the righteousness required to be in His presence. Through the 

indwelling Spirit, He seals the believers for the coming day of redemption. Also by the 

Spirit, God gives at least one gift which equips each believer to serve the Master, build up 

other believers, and expand the Kingdom in size and influence. 



            God illustrated this New Covenant truth through the First Covenant community. 

After bringing Israel out of Egyptian slavery, He established them as a nation and then 

prepared them to move into the Promised Land. To move forward, each tribe was to 

take a census of the number of men 20 years old or older able to go to war (1:3). The 

work may have seemed tedious. Some may have thought their tribe was too small or 

insignificant, but God was showing how every tribe had a role to play. 

            While 12 tribes assembled for battle (2:1-34), the Levites remained responsible 

for the Tabernacle, its function, and its furnishings (3:1-39). As they marched, the 

presence of God was to remain at the center of their work. In Acts 6, when the apostles 

saw prayer and their teaching the word as so important, they appointed others to do 

other important tasks like serving the widows of the church. Everyone has a calling to 

fulfill. 

            Thank God for the community of faith in which you worship and serve. Pray for 

personal and corporate growth in obedience and holiness. 

Saturday, February 16, 2019—Leviticus 24-27 

            The people of God are not holy because of passivity. They choose each day to 

seek Him, put off old practices, and put on His righteousness. Being His holy vessel 

requires intentionality every day. 

            The priests were to keep the lampstand burning inside the Tabernacle every day. 

They were to place fresh bread in the room once a week for the Sabbath. The daily 

rhythms of righteousness culminate in the weekly Sabbath so that life points completely 

to Him. 

            That daily surrender highlights the complete dependence His people have on 

Him. That is why the blasphemy which came from the lips of the young man (24:11) was 

contemptible. He said he had no need for God in his life, so God said the community 

had no need for the man. This sounds so antithetical to the grace and mercy God 

showers on His people, but He will not provide for or protect the one who fully rejects 

Him. 



            The individual surrender to God is accompanied by a community surrender. The 

law of “eye for an eye” makes sure vengeance does not escalate and become the ruling 

mindset. The Sabbath year and the Year of Jubilee kept everyone mindful of God’s 

ownership of all and their reliance on Him for provision. God had freed them from 

slavery (26:13), so they had the opportunity to provide a similar blessing to Jew and 

foreigner. 

            God promised blessing for holiness and obedience and guaranteed punishment 

and misery for rebellion (26:1-46). Seek daily holiness. 

Friday, February 15, 2019—Leviticus 20-23 

            God cares about the outward actions of His people because He knows these are 

reflections of the condition of the soul. His demands may seem extreme on the surface, 

but they follow logically from His demands that His people worship Him alone. To 

execute parents for offering their children to Molech would purge the community of 

those who did not value life or the image of God in every human being. To cut off from 

community those who consulted mediums or psychics removed those who did not trust 

God’s guidance. God allowed no room for any other gods. 

            Disrespect for the authorities God has given (20:9) or the boundaries for 

marriage and the beautiful gift of sex (20:10-21) brought severe penalties. If the 

community did not act decisively, the one who committed such an act would continue to 

do so. The community which allowed such acts would soon be filled with others 

committing the same sin. 

            The priests were the ultimate examples for the community in appearance, 

physical condition, and marriage. Their treatment of the people and their offerings was 

absolutely vital. God was using them as a visible example of the holiness required to 

come to Him.  

            To celebrate God’s faithfulness and remind the nation collectively of His 

goodness, all Israelites were to gather in Jerusalem three times each year. With a variety 



of feasts and sacrifices, the people celebrated the goodness of God. He was not a God 

who only had regulations against sin. He was a God who was the source of life and joy. 

            Pray for growth in holiness personally and in community. 

Thursday, February 14, 2019—Leviticus 17-19 

            February 14 is a day for celebrating love and relationship. Cards, flowers, candy, 

and more are common sights as couples, families, and friends remind one another of the 

great gift of love. No one wants to discover on Valentine’s Day that the one they love 

also loves another. 

            God told His people He was jealous in Exodus 20. He wanted their full devotion, 

so He told them when they made sacrifice, they had to do so at the Tabernacle (17:3). If 

they sacrificed elsewhere, they risked looking like an idolater at least and participating in 

idolatry at worst. God would have neither. His people were fully His or not His at all. 

            The celebration of Valentine’s Day love finds its fullness in marital relationships. 

Husband and wife are able to express their love verbally, emotionally, and physically. 

That sexual union is a gift from God and one of the holiest acts known to man. God, 

therefore, made clear His prohibition of any other sexual acts (18:1-23). To participate in 

these heinous acts or to allow them would defile the people and the land God was giving 

them and result in their expulsion (18:24-30). 

            The greatest way God’s people could show their love for Him was to obey Him. 

He asked for holiness in every area of life (19:1-37), and that included some strange 

demands like not wearing clothing woven of two different fabrics (19:19). Why would He 

ask that? He wanted His people to appear as who they really were. There would be no 

compromise. 

            Praise God for His love and His empowering you to holiness. 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019—Leviticus 14-16 

            Many funeral directors were also ambulances drivers, and barbers often bled their 

customers to improve their health. Many professions have changed responsibilities and 



job descriptions through the years. The Old Testament priests played the role of doctor 

as well as spiritual leader. 

            When someone had a skin condition (14:1-32), he had to go to the priest to show 

the condition had cleared and to have the priest declare him clean. He would offer a 

sacrifice, wash his clothes, shave his head, and stay another seven days outside camp. 

Surely these skin conditions were often matters of chance. They had not chosen to be 

infected. This was a reminder of the insidious nature of sin, which taints everything. 

            The process taught the importance of holiness and personal responsibility—

spiritual and hygienically. This also emphasized the value of community. They were 

separated from their families, friends, and worship and found restoration only after the 

priests declared them clean and the sacrifice made atonement. 

            Imagine, as well, the power of touch. The unclean were untouchable, yet the 

priest touched them with the atoning blood (14:14) and anointing oil. Even common 

bodily discharges (15:1-32) were a source of uncleanliness. God wanted His people 

separated from the common. Coming to Him was a great responsibility and privilege.  

            On the Day of Atonement (16:1-34), Aaron illustrated the need for everyone to 

receive forgiveness. Atonement required one to die and one to flee. God wants sin to die 

and His people to repent of the deadly practices. 

           Praise God for the cleansing Jesus brings to those who believe. 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019—Leviticus 11-13 
            God’s call to holiness is not confined to religious services or Sabbath-day 
practices. His call to be holy involves every area of life. Many through the years have 
talked of living life coram deo, before the face of God. Every moment provides the 
possibility of holiness. 
            God called His people to holiness in their food choices. Some animals were off 
limits. Surrounding cultures may have eaten them, but His people were to be different. 
To eat these unclean animals was to separate themselves from Him. God did not want 
His people even to touch the dead bodies of these animals. They were to avoid them as 
they avoided sin. 
            If they touched these dead bodies, they were defiled until evening. They use a 
cleansing process to make themselves acceptable to God and the community. In His 
wisdom, God was preventing disease in the physical and painting a picture of the 
defilement of sin in the spiritual. These food laws seem strange to modern readers but 



were powerful and precise to Israel. 
            Bringing new life (12:1-8) into the world is joyous, but the process is bloody, so 
the mother remained away from others to make sure she spread no disease. She stayed 
away from others to recover and allow the baby time to build strength and immunity. 
When a skin disease arose, the priest examined the skin to determine the proper steps for 
cleansing (13:1-59). He did the same with contaminated clothing. The priest stood in the 
gap between God and man and protected the health of the entire nation. 
            Praise God for His call for holiness in individuals and community. 


