
   

Tuesday, July 7, 2020—Isaiah 1-3 

            God communicates with His people. Creation declares His glory. The 

word shares His truth. His prophets spoke directly to His people in both Israel 

and Judah. God speaks so His people can know Him more fully and be certain 

about His expectations for them. 

            Isaiah served as God’s spokesman for an extended period. He served 

alongside four kings of Judah—Uzziah (Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. 

He saw the crumbling of their northern neighbors and the creeping catastrophe 

his own people would face if they did not repent of their spiritual rebellion 

against God. Their worship and sacrifice had become meaningless to God 

(1:13) because their hearts were far from Him. 

            God wanted His people to care about others the way He did. If Judah 

were truly filled with worship, they would live with a burden for the widow and 

the orphan. They would defend the weak and oppressed (1:17). God was using 

Isaiah to call the people into dialogue with Him to find a solution to the 

developing crisis. Without their repentance, “the eyes of the arrogant man will 

be humbled and the pride of men brought low; the Lord alone will be exalted in 

that day” (2:11). God was going to receive glory regardless of what they did. 

They had the opportunity to enjoy it or miss it. 

            “Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils. Of what 

account is he?” (2:22). Trust in the eternal, unchanging, all-loving God who 

wants to glorify Himself through the transformation He works in you. 

Monday, July 6, 2020—2 Kings 18-19 

            The cultural unrest of 2020 has stirred passionate discussion about the 

value of life and the importance of history. The particular discussion about 

Black lives has moved many to call for the removal or relocation of statues and 

the renaming of buildings and schools. What those names and images 

represent is unpleasant to many. Not surprisingly, others disagree. 

            Imagine the unpleasant discussion that ensued when King Hezekiah 

took the throne and brought revival to the land of Judah. His father had done 

evil in the eyes of Yahweh. Generations of kings had been more faithful but had 

allowed the high places to stand. Hezekiah took down all those false places of 

worship and even destroyed the bronze snake Moses had made more than 700 

years earlier. Hezekiah wasn’t trying to erase history. He was removing the 

visible approval of and avenue for sin. 



            When Assyria attacked Judah, Hezekiah paid them tribute but 

continued trusting in Yahweh. The Assyrians mocked the king for his faith and 

tried to discourage the people (18:19-35). How could they stand against a 

visible king by trusting in an invisible God? Hezekiah’s officials went to the 

prophet Isaiah, and he assured them God was going to deliver them. The 

Assyrian king continued to threaten (19:9-13), so Hezekiah went to the Temple 

and prayed for God’s deliverance (19:14-19). Within a day, Assyria retreated, 

and soon their king was dead. 

            Repentance and holiness are vital but face ridicule from the world. Pray 

for strength and encouragement to please the Lord and not the world. 

Sunday, July 5, 2020—Hosea 11-14 

            Parents struggle when their children grow up and walk away from the 

ideals they were taught. The years of sacrifice and love seem wasted. Imagine, 

then, the level of disappointment for God when Israel, the nation He freed from 

slavery, called His own, and gave a homeland walked away from His love and 

righteousness to pursue man-made idols (11:1-4). 

            God knew His people were going to face the consequences of their sin, 

but He foresaw a day when He would be able to bring them back, restoring 

them to their homes and their possessions. His love was unending, so their 

punishment was not a removal of His love but the purifying work of His love. 

His love did not diminish His anger, however. He hated their sin. He hated the 

compromises they made to worship idols. He could not restore them without 

their being cleansed. He would not restore them until the land was purified as 

well. Sin would bring devastating consequences. “You are destroyed, O Israel, 

because you are against me, against your helper” (13:9). They were bearing 

the guilt of their sin (13:16). 

            God called the people to repentance. He wanted to restore them. The 

wise would realize that the ways of the Lord were right and that the righteous 

walk in them. The rebellious stumble in them. (14:10). He was calling them to 

choose their path—walking or stumbling. He was ready to restore the righteous. 

            Praise God for His patience and love. Thank Him for His righteousness 

that will not allow sin to flourish. 

Saturday, July 4, 2020—Hosea 8-10 

            Independence Day is the annual celebration in America of the 

declaration by the Founding Fathers that the people of the United States were 



no longer subject to the King of England. The grievances they endured had 

become too much, so they broke free. Their independence from the British 

required their dependence on one another. 

            Independence is ironic that way. No one is truly free. Each person can 

strive for some level of independence, but he will always need others at some 

level in some way. This was the case for the nation of Israel. They had 

unknowingly declared themselves independent of Yahweh. They did not want 

to abide by His standards or trust Him for His deliverance, so they had given 

themselves to idols and to foreign kings for their satisfaction and protection. 

God promised that and more, but they looked elsewhere (8:9). 

            As a result of trusting in Egypt and Assyria, many of the Israelites were 

going to find themselves in exile in one of those nations (9:3). God was going to 

show them the end result of their allegiance. Temptation and sin always over-

promise and under-deliver. God always warns about this, but the people 

eventually begin to see the prophet as a fool (9:7). 

            The people had grown prosperous, and their hearts had grown deceitful 

(10:1-2). All they considered precious would be carried off and enjoyed by their 

captors (10:6). Ask God to show you today the idols you value more than Him. 

Pray for a renewed dependence on Him alone. 

Friday, July 3, 2020—Hosea 5-7 

            God makes no distinctions when He calls for holiness. He called out 

(5:1) to the priests (the religious leaders), the Israelites (the common people), 

and to the royal house (the king and his family). Whether you find yourself in 

leadership or simple daily life, God expects holiness for those called by His 

name. What He saw in Israel was a spirit of prostitution (5:4) from top to 

bottom, from the most elite to the most common. 

            They had become so accustomed to their sinful ways that their 

repentance was impossible. They trusted foreign leaders for protection and 

deliverance more than they trusted God (5:13, 7:11). God desired that they 

return to Him in repentance (6:1-3), but His greater desire was that their hearts 

be changed. He desired mercy more than the sacrifices of repentance (6:6). He 

wanted people with hearts tender toward Him that did not drift into sin, idolatry, 

and spiritual unfaithfulness. He wanted to shape peoples’ lives so they 

consistently lived with His grace and mercy rather than wandering away into 

self-centered exploits and then returning to Him. 



            God was deeply troubled by the impending doom on His people. They 

wailed on their beds in misery, but they would not admit in their hearts that they 

were the cause of their misery (7:14). He wanted to heal and restore, but that 

could only begin when the people admitted their fault. 

            Confess to God today your failure to live up to His standards. Praise 

Him that the power of Jesus makes holiness possible and joyful. 

Thursday, July 2, 2020—Hosea 1-4 

            In one of the strangest moments in Scripture, God asked Hosea, a 

righteous man, to marry an adulteress. He wanted a husband to display 

faithfulness, grace, and mercy to an unfaithful wife. Through this one man, God 

was demonstrating what He constantly did for His people. God remains faithful 

even when His people are spiritually adulterous. 

            The marriage produced children, and God used the children as 

examples as well. Their names paralleled the condition God’s people were 

making for themselves by their spiritual adultery—punished, feeling unloved, 

and rejected by God. The people were not listening to God’s calls for 

repentance, so God was using unique avenues to get their attention. 

            God had good things in mind. He wanted Israel to feel cherished like a 

bride rather than simply useful like a servant (2:16), but that warmth was not 

possible as long as their hearts were not fully His. God looked toward a day 

when the land would produce bountifully in response to Israel’s faithfulness to 

Him (2:21-23). Hosea went and bought his adulterous wife back to illustrate 

how God wanted to rescue Israel from their self-imposed slavery to sin (3:1-5). 

            God made clear the charges against Israel (4:1-19). They were 

unfaithful to Him, and the consequences were devastating. He wanted them to 

return to Him so He could restore them. He remains willing to restore all those 

who recognize how easily they have compromised and allowed themselves to 

love other things and worship worthless idols. Praise Him for His faithfulness 

and be in awe of His depth of grace and mercy. 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020—2 Kings 15-17 

            Tradition can be a good thing. Celebrating and remembering the past 

encourages the mature and equips the young to carry the past into the future. 

America has a healthy tradition of celebrating its independence on July 4 every 

year. Some traditions, however, can become entrenched and repeated without 

ever considering their value. “We’ve always done it that way” becomes the 



 

mantra of the practitioners. 

            Azariah became king of the southern kingdom, Judah, and reigned for 

more than 50 years. He did what was right before the Lord, but he did not 

remove the high places—those common points of sacrifice scattered 

throughout the land. Neither his father nor his grandfather had removed them. 

This was all he had ever known, yet Scripture continually points out their failure 

to remove them despite doing so many other righteous things. 

            The kings of the north continued their tradition of unrighteousness, and 

foreign armies began to harass and expose the weaknesses of the country. 

Ahaz became king in the south, and he fell prey to the pull of unrighteousness 

so prevalent in the north (16:1-4). He found worship of a foreign idol attractive 

and modified worship at the Temple to include the image (16:10-18). While he 

sullied the people of the south, the northern kingdom fell, and Assyria took 

Israel into exile (17:1-6). 

            Israel had a tradition of sin. God warned them, but they wouldn’t listen. 

They followed worthless idols and became worthless (17:15). Choose today to 

worship God alone. He is the One who will deliver you (17:39).  

  

 

 

   

 


