
 

 
  

Monday, September 2, 2019—2 Chronicles 7-9 

            When Solomon dedicated the Temple, there was great celebration from 

all the people. They sang about His goodness and unending love (7:3). They 

sacrificed in abundance to express how much the love of God meant to them 

all. This dedication came during the week they celebrated the Feast of Booths 

(sometimes called Tabernacles or Shelters). In celebrating God’s new home, 

they remembered how God had guided their ancestors through the desert in 

their temporary homes. The people were “all joyful and happy because the Lord 

had been so good . . . to Israel” (7:10). 

            God appeared to Solomon and gave him clear instruction about the 

Temple. If they sinned, the Temple was the place they could come in 

repentance to find forgiveness and restoration. If they abandoned God, the 

Temple would be a visible reminder that God had been among them yet they 

walked away from Him. Their destruction would be their own fault. 

            Solomon could have grown complacent with the comfortable 

surroundings and the blessings of God, but he did not. He “did not deviate in 

any way from David’s commands concerning the priests and Levites and the 

treasuries” (8:15). He conscripted foreign laborers to help fortify and expand the 

nation, and he used his men only for defense. He was daily seeking to obey the 

Lord and honor Him. His wealth, success, and wisdom were astounding to the 

visiting Queen of Sheba (8:6). Other leaders would come year after year to 

hear the wisdom of God and bestow gifts (8:24). 

            Pray for a life that clearly proclaims the joy of knowing Christ and that 

amazes all who observe His work and blessing. 

Sunday, September 1, 2019—2 Chronicles 4-6 

            There is no one like the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. There are 

many counterfeits—idols the world has created to take His place such as 

money, comfort, success, government, and science—that compete for the 

attention, allegiance, and affection only He deserves. To know Him and worship 



Him in His uniqueness requires a unique experience. 

            For Israel, that unique experience was the Temple. Coming to that 

building which was unlike any other was the initial reminder that God was 

unique. The furnishings of bronze and gold gleamed in the light of day and 

reminded the worshipers of His glory and perfection. The basins for washing 

and the sacrifices made were a reminder of the worshipers’ sins and need for 

forgiveness from the glorious God who inhabited the place. 

            The most powerful reminder of His power and glory was the one that no 

one saw. The Ark of the Covenant resided in the Most Holy Place. On its 

cover—the mercy seat—God’s presence dwelled. When the priests brought the 

Ark there, the presence of God was so powerful, the priests could not remain in 

the building (5:14). The exiles rebuilding the Temple needed to remember the 

power and glory of the structure they were restoring and the God who had 

rescued them. 

            When Solomon dedicated the Temple, he knew this was the fulfillment 

of promises God had made for generations, but especially to his father David 

(6:5-17). His prayer of dedication was a helpful pattern for the returning exiles 

to emulate (6:18-42). God was worthy of praise. He still is. 

Saturday, August 31, 2019—2 Chronicles 1-3 

            The scavenger digs deeply and unearths a battered lamp. When he 

brushes off the dirt and debris, he is surprised when a genie proceeds from the 

bottle and tells the scavenger he is now the genie’s master. As a result, the 

genie grants him three wishes—whatever he wants. 

            With similar surprise Solomon must have heard the words God told him. 

“What do you want?” God asked. “Ask, and I will give it to you” (1:7). God is no 

genie, so He was not confessing Solomon as His master or promising three 

wishes. This was the God of the universe speaking to the leader of His people 

and promising provision. Stunning. 

            As the people returned from exile, they would need countless things 

from God to rebuild their lives. If Solomon needed something from God, despite 



having so much already, they undoubtedly needed God’s gifts. Solomon asked 

for wisdom (1:10), so the exiles needed to do the same. 

            They would also need Solomon’s perspective as they rebuilt the 

Temple. No one could build a structure that would contain God (2:6), but the 

building was vital nonetheless as a place of worship and sacrifice. The place for 

the Temple was the site where God had spared Jerusalem from disaster and 

where God had kept Isaac from death, so the people would certainly want to 

rebuild there as a testimony to God’s grace and mercy. 

            Today, believers are the temple of the Holy Spirit and have immediate 

access to His wisdom through the Spirit and His word. Praise Him for pouring 

out such grace on you. 

Friday, August 30, 2019—1 Chronicles 27-29 

            When the Founders were writing the Constitution, there was early 

understanding of the need to express specific rights for the people. Thus was 

born the Bill of Rights. The first freedom was the freedom of religion. The 

second was in reference to protecting one’s safety and possessions. 

            As God’s people returned from exile, they would deal with similar 

realities. The Chronicler had given specific details about how their Jewish 

ancestors had conducted worship. The priestly line and the Levitical tribes all 

worked together to keep the people in proper relationship with God. This was 

their first responsibility. A second, vital duty was protection, so every tribe 

provided officers and soldiers—one tribe each month (27:1-15). 

            In addition, there were officials who led each tribe, and David appointed 

men to oversee the commodities of the land—whether those were tangible 

treasures like jewels and precious metals or living treasures like animals and 

crops. To survive and thrive, the people gave attention to all the blessings God 

had given so they might steward them well. 

            All of this preparation and execution would be a waste if the people 

were simply trying to build a nation or provide for their families. They had to do 

as David had charged Solomon—to know Yahweh, to seek to know Him better, 



and to obey Him (28:9-10). They could be strong and courageous because the 

Lord their God was with them (28:20-21). 

            Praise God for the grace to know Him and the freedom to worship Him. 

Thank Him for specific blessings He has given (29:10-20). 

Thursday, August 29, 2019—1 Chronicles 24-26 

            God calls His people to a relationship with Him, and He gives them a 

set of expectations that align with the new identity He has given them. They do 

not earn the new identity. His grace gives them that, and nothing can take that 

away. They choose each day to obey or disobey. 

            In their obedience, they sometimes have clear criteria—like the 10 

Commandments. Do certain things. Don’t do others. In other instances, they 

have some uncertainty or flexibility. The descendants of Levi knew their 

expectations, but there were a number of qualified men to do those duties 

(24:5), so they cast lots so no one would be shown preference or prejudice 

according to age or rank (24:31, 25:8, 26:13). 

            The goal for all of God’s people is to live in obedience to Him to bring 

glory and pleasure to Him. To obey, His people discover their calling and gifting 

and then seek continual training (25:7) in order to fulfill their duties with greater 

skill and excellence. An all-glorious God is worthy of the highest effort and 

accomplishment by His people. 

            Some will have great ability (26:6). Others will seem more average. 

Everyone who follows and obeys can do so with their greatest effort and purest 

accomplishment. God is not grading by comparison to others. God is looking at 

the condition of the heart and love coming from obedience. 

            Today, rather than casting lots, God’s people have His Spirit for 

direction and certainty. Pray to obey through Spirit power and guidance. 

Wednesday, August 28, 2019—1 Chronicles 20-23 

            Calvin said the heart is an idol factory. God has made humans to 

worship, but they tend to drift toward worshiping the creation rather than the 

Creator. They make idols out of people among other things. 



            While Chronicles celebrates David and his achievements, the stories 

make clear he was not perfect. While 1 Chronicles 20 does not mention his sin 

with Bathsheba, 1 Chronicles 21 shares how King David demanded a census of 

the people despite the objection of Joab. This close ally of David’s was 

uncomfortable because of the pride inherent in the request. The king’s self-

exaltation brought judgment on the nation. David threw himself on the mercy of 

God (21:17), and God used the incident to show David the significance of 

Jerusalem for the glory of God (22:1). 

            In humility, David instructed his son Solomon to build the Temple at the 

site where God had spared His people from the consequences of David’s sin. 

He told Solomon to obey Yahweh and to be strong and courageous and prayed 

God would give him wisdom to lead (22:11-13). David had prepared the way, 

but Solomon would have to choose to pick up the mantle and do what God had 

called him to do. 

            The building of a permanent house for God meant the Levites would no 

longer need to carry the Tabernacle and its furnishings (23:26). They would 

transition into new roles in order to continue assisting the priests. They, too, 

would need humility to change and obey. 

            Pray for humility, repentance, and obedience driven by love. 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019—1 Chronicles 17-19 

            You cannot out-give God. When you think you have responded in a way 

that is appropriate to the grace He has lavished on you, He will help you see 

how truly high and wide and long and deep His love is. No one can work or live 

to ever repay what He has done. 

            King David recognized the grace God had given him. He lived in a 

beautiful palace. He had fame and fortune. He wanted to build God a 

permanent dwelling, a house of His own, as a way of expressing gratitude for 

all He had done. Instead, God told David that He would build David a great 

house—not one built by hands, but a legacy that would last forever. In turn, 

David’s son would build God a permanent home. David was overwhelmed by 



 

God’s grace (17:16-27). No one can match the One who has all. No other god 

is like Yahweh (17:20). 

            One of the main reasons God did not have David build the Temple is 

because David still had battles to fight (18:1-13, 19:6-19). If David built a place 

of worship after conquering many nations, that place would seem to be a 

monument to a warring, conquering God who was only benefitting His people. 

God was the God of Israel, but He wanted them to be a light to the nations. His 

house had to reflect that truth. 

            Thank God for His limitless grace. Pray for a life which responds to His 

grace with awe, gratitude, love, and obedience.   

  

 

 
  

 


