
Thursday, December 31, 2020—Revelation 19-22 

            When God brings an end to the depravity brought by sin, all of heaven will 

rejoice. The faithful will come to Jesus for the marriage supper of the Lamb, and Jesus 

will come to earth as a victorious, powerful rider on a white horse. He will cast the 

antichrist and his prophet into eternal torment and bind Satan for 1,000 years. 

            What follows will be 1,000 years like earth has never known. The saints of Christ 

will be kings and priests, having received honor for their faith and faithfulness. They will 

have been raised to life and given their resurrection bodies. Death will have no power 

over them (20:1-6). Then, Satan will have one last stand before God casts him into 

eternal torment. The faithless will face judgment at God’s great white throne, and they 

will follow Satan into everlasting condemnation. 

            Finally, God will make all things new. Heaven will come to earth. The dwelling of 

God will be fully with man (21:1-5), and eternity will begin. Knowing this great promise, 

the Spirit and the bride of Christ, His church, say to Jesus, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Knowing this great potential, they say to anyone who doesn’t believe, “Come to Jesus!” 

Wednesday, December 30, 2020—Revelation 16-18 

            Often, people are hesitant to talk about God’s wrath because the thought of His 

love is much more comforting. We live in a harsh world and need the comfort He brings, 

but, in reality, a loving God can bring that comfort only if we know He can protect us 

from all that is threatening. In the end, He will judge all that is evil, and He will be just in 

doing so (16:1-7). The continued rebellion of those receiving His judgment will only 

illustrate His righteousness even more (16:8-21). 

            The antichrist will establish a worldwide system of commerce, government, and 

religion. As that kingdom begins to crumble, the antichrist will reveal his true intent—

receiving the worship of the world—and will no longer need a religious component. The 

religious ruse will end (17:16). Then, the government and commercial system will 

collapse under the weight of its pride-filled sin, and the world will mourn its fall (18:1-19). 

            Give thanks for the justice and faithfulness of God. 

Tuesday, December 29, 2020—Revelation 13-15 

            Satan is a deceiver, so his most effective work comes when he counterfeits the 

actions of God. Satan will show himself an unholy trinity—dragon, antichrist, and false 

prophet. The antichrist will appear to die and rise again (13:3). He and his prophet will 

rule over the whole earth. 

            True believers will go through this great trial, so they will need patient 

endurance, faithfulness (13:10, 14:12), and wisdom (13:18). This experience will give 

those in the Tribulation a relationship with Jesus like no one has ever known (14:3) and 

give heaven a new reason to rejoice over Him. At the end, three angels will speak—one 

declaring the truth of the gospel, one declaring the destruction of Satan’s system, and 

one declaring judgment on the faithless. Jesus will bring the faithful into eternal joy and 

press the faithless in the winepress of God’s wrath (14:14-20). 

            Consider whether you are one of the faithful or faithless. Pray for true faith, 

patient endurance, and increasing wisdom. 

Monday, December 28, 2020—Revelation 10-12 



            When the time is right, Jesus will open the seven seals of a scroll in heaven that 

will unleash judgments brought about by the sin of man. They will be horrible, but they 

will not be the last of what God will do. John discovered in Revelation 10 that there was 

still more judgment coming. 

            The angel delivering the message told John this would be both sweet and bitter 

(10:10). This was sweet because it magnifies God’s holiness and righteousness, but it is 

bitter because it brings such misery to man. For 42 months, God will have two 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and God will provide a measure of protection to them. After 42 

months, however, the beast that comes from the Abyss (11:7), the Antichrist, will attack 

them and kill them before the eyes of the world. Thus will begin the final 3 ½ years of 

history. 

            As these final 42 months unfold, the reign of Christ will begin with the seventh 

trumpet. He will not return at that moment, but heaven will rejoice in the “now and not 

yet” of His victory and fulfillment of His promises (11:15-19). The arc of history (12:1-17) 

has pointed to the conflict of Christ and Satan and the victory Jesus will have. 

            Praise God for the righteousness of Jesus and the hope it brings. 

Sunday, December 27, 2020—Revelation 7-9 

            John had the great privilege of seeing into the throne room of heaven and of 

seeing the events of the future. There was coming a time of great tribulation for the 

earth and the disciples of Christ. John saw Jesus put His mark of ownership and 

protection on 144,000 from the tribes of Israel so they could survive the Tribulation 

period. In God’s wisdom, grace, and mercy, there would be at the end of this misery “a 

great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb” (7:9). 

            When the time is right, the Lamb will open the seventh seal, and the judgments 

of God will begin (8:1-5). Heavens and earth will be affected as the trumpets play, and a 

messenger of God will pronounce woe on the people of the earth (8:13). Those without 

the seal of God will face the greatest misery they’ve ever know, but they will not repent 

(9:21). Instead, they will continue in the idol worship that condemned them. They will 

rely on their routine rather than repenting to the God who can deliver them. 

            Thank God for the strength and hope that come from the Holy Spirit’s residence 

within you. Pray for the opportunity to share Jesus so people you know will be a part of 

the vast multitude before Him. 

Saturday, December 26, 2020—Revelation 4-6 

            The COVID-19 pandemic has made access to businesses limited and entrance 

to hospitals a privilege enjoyed by few. John had access to the throne room of God 

Himself where he saw God the Father seated on a throne, with a dazzlingly brilliant 

appearance. Twenty-four elders and four creatures were before the throne continually 

praising God (4:8-11). 

            John saw in God’s hand a scroll that would give Him the rights to reclaim all that 

was His own, but there was no one worthy to open it. John wept at the thought of God’s 

not being able to fulfill His plans, but one of the elders assured John the Lion of the tribe 

of Judah was worthy. Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb of God, took the scroll from God, 



and the angels, the elders, and the creatures all praised Him for His worthiness (5:9-

14). 

            When Jesus took the scroll, He began to set into place the events that would 

lead to His second coming. The man of lawlessness will have appeared and will take 

power. War and famine and death will begin to expand, and the earth itself will suffer. 

The unrighteous will run and hide, calling on nature to end their suffering instead of 

turning to Jesus (6:1-17). 

            Praise Jesus for being worthy of worship and able to judge. 

Friday, December 25, 2020—Revelation 1-3 

            On Christmas, God sent His Son, and the angels proclaimed His arrival. With 

the Revelation, the Son sent an angel to reveal to John what was, what is, and what is 

to come. At Christmas, the angels proclaimed good news of great joy for all the people. 

The Revelation promises blessing to the one who reads it, those who hear it, and those 

who take it to heart (1:3). 

            John wrote down what he saw and heard, the words of Jesus Himself, and sent 

them to seven churches in first-century Asia Minor. To five of the churches, Jesus gave 

a call to repentance. Their faith in Him needed to mature. Contentment in Christ is a 

great blessing, but contentment in mediocrity is the pathway to devastation. To the other 

two churches, Jesus gave encouragement because they were walking faithfully and 

maturing even in great difficulty. 

            Jesus’ words to them are directives for us. Do good, and defend truth, but love 

Him above all (Ephesus). Stop being afraid of hardship (Smyrna). Repent from 

compromise (Pergamum). Stop tolerating sin (Thyatira) and relying on past success 

(Sardis). Pray for fresh inspiration and fruitfulness. Make the most of challenging 

opportunities (Philadelphia), and surrender to Jesus each day to be useful in His 

Kingdom (Laodicea). 

            Rejoice! Jesus has come and is coming again. Repent. Be faithful. 

Thursday, December 24, 2020—2 John, 3 John, Jude 

            After a devastating loss, Vince Lombardi gathered his football players, all of 

whom were professionals and had played football for years, and held a football before 

men. “Men,” he said, “this is a football.” To overcome their shortcomings, they had to 

start with the basics. 

            John wrote to people he knew and loved but didn’t write anything new. Jesus’ 

command had been to love one another, and John reminded them of that. To love 

Jesus was to obey Jesus, and to obey Jesus was to love others (2 John 6). Despite the 

false teachers around them, they were walking in the truth, and this encouraged John 

greatly (2 John 4, 3 John 2). 

            Both John (3 John 8) and Jude (Jude 3) knew the importance of defending the 

faith and doing so in the community of believers. Scripture is full of examples of 

destruction resulting from arrogance and sin (Jude 5-16). Faith is entrusted to the 

saints, and the saints need one another to share, teach, and defend it. The saints—

God’s holy people—minister to one another in weakness (Jude 20-23) to overcome evil 

and temptation. 



            Build one another in faith and love. Pray continually. 

Wednesday, December 23, 2020—1 John 3-5 

            To be loved is one of the most gratifying experiences. To know another person 

values you moves you to maintain that approval and improve the connection. To do 

anything that threatens or harms that love is unthinkable, immature, or uncaring. Love is 

more than emotion. 

            John was overwhelmed by the love God had shown to adopt those who came to 

faith in Jesus. That awe motivated His children to live in purity as He was pure (3:3). To 

live in sin would put distance between God and the sinner. Who would want to do that 

intentionally? This seemed unthinkable, but John saw many claiming to know Christ yet 

living in sin. 

            John knew the love of God was transformative. Those who loved God would 

also love others. The church should be full of people who look more and more like 

Jesus in their actions, not just in their words (3:18). Purity and self-sacrifice fill the 

believer’s life with obedience and service. There is no time or room for selfish ambition 

or prideful pursuit. 

            This spirit of Christ-like love and service provide the foundation for a healthy 

church. The trust that develops allows the church to test the truth of those who speak to 

the people (4:1-6). The testing protects the love and strength God has provided. To 

allow or ignore falsehood is not loving. 

            Loving God means obeying Him (5:3). Loving people means serving them. 

Embrace life in Christ and the abundance His love brings. 


