
Sunday, October 28, 2018—Luke 1-3 

            Like witnesses on the stand, the Gospel writers tell their story from their 

perspective. Each one has a unique facet of Jesus in mind, so he begins his Gospel 

in a unique way. Matthew began with His genealogy. Mark went immediately to His 

ministry. Luke begins a bit more cerebrally, explaining his purpose specifically—

certainty in the person of Jesus. 

            Luke then turned, not to Jesus, but to John the Baptist. This remarkable 

man was God’s spokesman, sent to fulfill prophecy given hundreds of years earlier 

and make the people ready for who Jesus was and what He was accomplishing 

(1:17). His parents, too, were remarkable people, ready to serve God in His 

purposes in unusual ways. 

            Then, Luke turned to Mary, a teenager called to be the mother of Jesus. Her 

humility and worship are stunning, and she was abundantly blessed because she 

believed what God spoke to her (1:45). Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary rejoiced 

because they saw God at work to restore His people, to raise up the lowly, and to 

destroy His enemies. 

            The birth of Jesus was nothing short of miraculous, yet Luke shows the 

celebration and wonder coming from common, unglamorous people—lowly 

shepherds, an old man, and an aged prophetess. God brought Jesus to bring 

forgiveness and life to all who believed. 

            This was the message John began to proclaim. This was the message God 

affirmed at Jesus’ baptism. He was the Son of God who became the Son of Man to 

speak the truth of transformation to a needy world. Praise God for sending Jesus in 

such a remarkable way. Pray for a life of worship and obedience which points 

people to His truth. 

  

Saturday, October 27, 2018—Mark 14-16 



            Comparison can be killer. Pastors look at other churches and wonder why 

they’re not as “big” or “effective.” People scroll through social media and wish for a 

new lifestyle or appearance. With so many avenues for comparison, there are 

endless sources of dissatisfaction. 

            When Jesus reclined with His disciples for a meal, a woman came and 

anointed His head with expensive perfume. The disciples lamented the waste 

because they could have sold the container for nearly a year’s wages. Jesus, however, 

lauded her. “She has done what she could . . .,” He said (14:8). Rather than worry 

about what she couldn’t do because of her social status, she did what she could do 

to express her satisfaction in Him. 

            Comparison can be sobering as well. When Jesus shared the Last Supper, 

He told the disciples they would all betray Him. Peter said he would never do that 

(14:30), and Jesus said Peter would deny Him in a devastating way, not simply 

running away but publicly denying Him. 

            Comparison can be unjust. When Pilate presented Jesus and Barabbas to the 

crowd, there was no comparison. Jesus was innocent. Barabbas was a murderer and 

rebel, yet the people called for Jesus’ death. 

            Jesus did not look to others and wonder why He was not like they. He knew 

His identity and His mission, and He did what He could—dying innocently and 

resurrecting victoriously (16:1-8) to bring praise to God. Praise Him for enduring 

the cross and its shame. Pray for solid confidence in your personal identity and 

purpose in the Kingdom. 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018—Mark 11-13 

            Every compelling story moves its plot toward a high point of tension. The 

trackers move closer to the fugitive. The detective closes in on the killer. The 

pilgrim nears the destination. The escalation of tension, hardship, and the 

unexpected move the story along and engage the reader. 



            In Mark 11, Jesus comes to Jerusalem and rides in on a donkey, fulfilling the 

prophecy of Zechariah 9:9. He goes to the Temple and turns over tables and throws 

out those selling goods. This “Temple tantrum” was sandwiched between an 

encounter with a fig tree. Before going to the Temple, Jesus cursed a tree with 

leaves but no fruit. After the Temple, the disciples noticed the tree was dead. What 

was Jesus teaching? 

            Israel was God’s nation, and the Temple was its center of authority. Like the 

fig tree, the nation—and the Temple most notably—had the appearance of 

fruitfulness but no fruit. Jesus was disturbed by what He saw and urged His 

disciples to have genuine faith which would produce fruit in all seasons and have 

the power to move the immovable. Jesus later lauded the faith of a poor widow 

compared to that of the elite (12:41-44) 

            Mark 12 illustrates how Jesus’ teaching irritated and angered the religious 

leadership. They continually tried to test and trap Him, but He always revealed the 

truth of Scripture, the authenticity of His ministry, and the shallowness of their 

faith. He urged His disciples in Mark 13 to have a faith which remains alert to God’s 

return rather than resting in ritual. 

            Praise God for the authenticity and power of Jesus’ life. 

Thursday, October 25, 2018—Mark 7-10 

            Jesus was loving, but He did not allow His tenderness to keep Him from 

speaking truth, even when it might have sounded harsh. In Mark 7, the Pharisees 

and scribes asked Him why His disciples did not wash their hands. These religious 

leaders were routinely focused on outward actions and the fulfilling of tradition. 

Jesus told them their commitment to tradition caused them to violate the Law they 

were trying to uphold (7:13). 

            Jesus was not saying outward actions were not important. He knew the 

inward condition of the soul was the key. That righteousness would lead to right 

belief and right practice. Because He cared for individual souls more than labels and 



cultural expectations, He was willing to work in non-Jewish people (7:24-29) and in 

foreign settings (8:1-10) and warned strongly against the infectious nature of false 

teaching from Jewish leaders (8:11-21). 

            Jesus spoke critically to His disciples as well. When they asked about their 

inability to cast out a demon, He asked, “How long must I put up with you?” (9:19). 

They had spent so much time with Him but did not know Him well enough to pray 

and trust in His power to deliver. He wanted their relationship with Him to make 

them servant of one another, to welcome the weak and vulnerable, and to act 

harshly against sin that would taint the individual and the group. 

            The standards He set and things He taught were impossible for man to 

accomplish but possible with the hand of God (10:27). Pray for a growing 

awareness of His presence and power in your life. 

  

Wednesday, October 24, 2018—Mark 4-6 

            God has woven in every human the desire to pray—to connect with a 

higher power. People in every culture, in every generation, in every part of the globe 

have prayed in some way to some God. Prayer is an act of faith—appealing to and 

trusting in the abilities of the one addressed. 

            Jesus knew the hearts of men, and He wanted them to place their faith in 

Him. Mark continually showed Jesus as a servant, giving Himself in ministry, 

teaching, and proclamation for the benefit of mankind. He served and gave Himself 

as a ransom so people would trust in Him. 

            He taught in parables, using examples with which many people would be 

familiar (4:33), but they challenged the listener to dig more deeply. With rich irony, 

Jesus said He used parables so the common man would not turn back and find 

forgiveness (4:12). The parable of the soils illustrated the challenges in facing 

Jesus—the powerful snatching power of Satan, the distress and persecution which 

come because of the Word, and the worries of the age, deceitfulness of wealth, or 



desire for other things. True faith is costly, yet through that faith Jesus produces 

abundance. 

            To garner the trust of His disciples, Jesus demonstrated His power over 

nature, demons, disease, and death (4:35-5:43). He wanted disciples to place their 

faith in Him, not circumstances. “Don’t be afraid. Only believe” (5:36). “Have 

courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid” (6:50). 

            Praise God for the power and compassion of Jesus. Pray for a deepening 

faith in Jesus not affected by circumstances. 

  

Tuesday, October 23, 2018—Mark 1-3 

            Like a modern reporter, Mark presents the facts with little extra. 

Throughout his Gospel, he emphasizes the immediacy of events and the rapid 

response of people to the gospel message. Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark spends 

no time with the background of Jesus but begins with the introductory work of 

John the Baptist and quickly offers the call from Christ Himself, “Repent and 

believe the good news!” (1:15). 

            Repentance is not often accompanied by warm feelings and eager 

expectation. Most view repentance as something negative or challenging. To be 

sure, Jesus calls people from old ways and comfortable surroundings, but He is 

telling them the very Kingdom for which God has been working and the life for 

which He has designed everyone is at hand. That is indeed good news and worth 

leaving everything else behind. 

            Jesus spent His ministry doing three basic things—teaching the people, 

ministering to the sick, and proclaiming the Kingdom. Mark 2 describes all those 

things as He healed a lame man, called Levi as one of His disciples, and taught the 

truth by challenging tradition. He wasn’t rebelling against the Kingdom but instead 

showing its true intention and full expression. Despite His winsome spirit and 



 

positive impact on so many, the religious leaders watched him closely for a way to 

trap and kill Him (3:2, 6). 

            Jesus said those who did the will of God were His family (3:34). Pray for 

renewed faith to minister, teach, and reach as He did. 

  

Monday, October 22, 2018—Matthew 26-28 

            Jesus specialized in the unexpected. He taught in ways that amazed the 

crowds. He turned tradition on its head. He welcomed the unlovely and did the 

impossible. As the Passover approached, He reclined with His disciples, and an 

immoral woman arrived at the meal and anointed His head with an expensive 

perfume. The disciples whined about the waste, yet Jesus said she had done a good 

thing and would be remembered whenever someone told the good news of the 

Kingdom around the world (26:13). 

            Why would such an act be memorable? What spurred Matthew to record the 

encounter? Jesus said the poor would always be around, so His disciples would 

always have an opportunity to meet their needs, but Jesus would not always be 

available in the flesh to touch, worship, and adore. She took a great risk and paid a 

great price because He was worth it. In doing so, she was recognizing His coming 

death better than most. 

            Jesus said the unexpected with this woman then did the unexpected—He 

gave Himself as a sacrifice. The trial was a sham, the beating was brutal and unjust, 

and the crucifixion was unimaginably miserable, yet He did it for the joy set before 

Him. On the third day, He once again did the unexpected—He rose from the grave! 

            Then, the most unexpected thing happened: Having torn the curtain, He 

gave everyday people access to the Father and commissioned them to make 

disciples of all the nations (28:19-20). Follow Him and obey. 

  


