
Tuesday, September 22, 2020—Ezekiel 37-39 

Ezekiel and his peers had seen devastation like no other generation. Their city was 

besieged. They were in exile. God had told them Jerusalem had fallen and His glory 

had departed the city. On the surface, all was lost. 

God continued to give words of hope. He said He would gather a remnant. He said He 

would give them a new heart and a new spirit. Then, He gave Ezekiel a vision. In a 

valley filled with dry bones, God used His Spirit to stir up those bones, put flesh on 

them, and bring them to life. If God can speak the world into existence, He can raise the 

dead (37:1-14). 

God was going to make them a united nation again. God was going to give them a king 

whose heart was truly His from the line of David to shepherd them. They were going to 

be His people, and He would be their God. The nations would know without a doubt He 

was Yahweh. 

When God works to glorify Himself and satisfy His people, the enemies of God seek to 

destroy it. Ezekiel saw a day in the distant future when countries would align and invade 

Israel to undo what God had restored. God said His anger would act against these 

enemies (38:18). The birds of prey will feast on the flesh of those destroyed (39:17; 

Jesus described this in Revelation 19:11-21). All of this will show the holiness of God, 

the consequences of sin, and His ability to forgive and renew. 

Praise God for brining to life what is dead. 

Monday, September 21, 2020—Ezekiel 34-36 
            Ezekiel shared a variety of messages in a variety of ways. Some he shared by 
acting out messages from God to the people in exile. Some he shared by lamenting 
over the fall of the nations surrounding Israel. One in particular he directed to the 
spiritual leaders of Israel. 
            He likened these men to shepherds, and he indicted them for their failures. They 
had not cared for their sheep. They had not sought out the wandering or bound up the 
injured. The rampant idolatry that plagued God’s people was in large part due to 
spiritual leaders who allowed it to happen. They themselves had wandered and 
worshiped self more than Yahweh, and God was calling them into accountability. God 
was removing them and placing Himself as shepherd to His people (34:1-16). 
            God was going to judge each of the sheep as well. They, too, had personal 
responsibility for how they followed Him as shepherd and how they treated one another. 



He foresaw a day when He would gather them back home and provide abundance and 
peace (34:17-31). 
            God then returned to His judgement against surrounding peoples. Edom 
rejoiced when Israel fell. Edom harbored hostility against Israel and coveted its land. 
Yahweh was going to judge them to show He knew their thoughts and their sin (35:1-
15). God was going to restore life and honor to the land of Israel and remove the hearts 
of stone in His people and replace them with hearts of flesh filled with His Spirit (36:1-
38). 
            Praise God today for His judgment, forgiveness, and restoration. 
Sunday, September 20, 2020—Ezekiel 31-33 
            Ezekiel was a Jewish man living in the Chaldean city of Babylon and writing 
about the Pharaoh of Egypt (31:2). Why was God speaking to Pharaoh when he wasn’t 
one of His children? Why was God addressing one foreign power when His own people 
suffered under a different one? 
            God was speaking to Egypt through Israel by way of Babylon, and He 
mentioned a fourth nation—Assyria (31:3). He made Assyria beautiful (31:3-9), but she 
had been faithless. Assyria had fallen. Jerusalem had fallen. Egypt would fall. Babylon 
would fall. None of them would last because none of them were holy, just, and right like 
God Himself. God’s people needed this reminder and assurance so they would always 
place their hope in the future and their trust in the present only in God Himself. 
            Several times God told Ezekiel to lament over the fall of foreign nations. This 
included Egypt (32:1-16). This was an exercise that reminded God’s people of their own 
condition. They, too, had fallen because they were unrighteous. Lamenting was an 
action of worship and discipleship, confessing the righteousness of God and desiring to 
be right with Him so the same fate would not visit them again. 
            God calls the faithful to speak His truth and warn their nation about the coming 
judgment of God (33:7). Look for opportunities to show that Jesus is the way to life and 
godliness. Speak of the examples of the past as confirmation that God makes clear His 
expectations and fulfills the words He spoke about blessings and curses. 
Saturday, September 19, 2020—Ezekiel 28-30 
            Satan tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden with the thought of becoming like 
God. Tainted by the sin that followed, human nature longs to be like God rather than 
joyfully knowing Him and humbly serving Him. 
            The king of Tyre, as he watched Jerusalem fall, thought arrogantly about his 
position. He felt his throne was the seat of a god (28:2). His vast wealth and his deep 
wisdom made him proud of himself to the point of sinful self-worship. The king would 
have a serious reality check when foreigners invaded his land and put “god” to death. 
God had blessed Tyre in so many ways, but all that would be wasted through foolish 
living. Sidon was going to suffer, and even mighty Egypt would fall because of their 
failure to recognize Yahweh as the one, supreme God (29:1-30:26). 
            God was preparing the land for the eventual return of His people.  He was 
teaching the nations the same lessons He taught Israel, and He was removing those 
malicious neighbors (28:24) who had been such a thorn in the side of Jacob’s 
descendants. God uses suffering as a refining tool not because He enjoys watching 
people suffer but because He desires purity. 
            Ask God to make evident those things in life that you find more precious or 



important than He is. Ask Him to reveal the ways pride is blinding you to His greatness. 
Pray for the desire to love Him more than self and to seek His glory and honor above 
your own. 
Friday, September 18, 2020—Ezekiel 25-27 
            The Bible was written by more than 40 different authors in three different 
languages across three different continents over a period of more than 1,500 years. 
Despite that variety, the message consistently points to God as the source and the 
subject. Because the Holy Spirit was the inspiring agent for the authors, they often had 
similar messages. 
            Despite being far removed from home, Ezekiel heard from the Spirit what He 
had told several other prophets—Israel was not the only nation who would suffer for 
their sin. Ammon, Moab, Edom, and Philistia—the closest neighboring countries—had 
mocked Israel in her destruction and taken revenge on her. God was going to punish 
them for their pride and show clearly that He was the greatest God of all (25:1-17). 
            Tyre, too, would crumble because of her celebration over Israel’s fall and selfish 
desire to profit from the loss. God was going to humble this prosperous city so that 
others would tremble at the consequences of sin and the justice of God rather than 
rejoice over the removal of an enemy and the opportunity to absorb their treasures 
(26:1-21). In proper response, Ezekiel penned a lament over what awaited the people of 
Tyre (27:1-36). 
            God uses His Word so the readers can know Him and His holiness. From 
beginning to end, He calls the world to worship, and He defines the holy standards of 
relationship with Him. With Him is life, but apart from Him there is death. Walk in 
holiness, repent of sin, and live. 
Thursday, September 17, 2020—Ezekiel 22-24 
            “Judge not lest ye be judged!” This is the common response when one person 
points out the flaws in another. In self-righteous defense, the accused quotes the King 
James as a way of deflecting criticism and heaping insult on the idea of its even being 
spoken. No one likes the judgmental. 
            Imagine the discomfort, then, when God told Ezekiel to judge his own people 
(22:2). God told Ezekiel not to criticize behavior or to promote self-superiority but to 
describe the rotten fruit of the people who called themselves by God’s name. Ezekiel 
wasn’t comparing the people to himself but to the standards and expectations God had 
clearly given to Israel. God was looking for one person to be holy, and there was none 
(22:19). 
            Samaria had taken the gifts of God and wasted them by lusting after the 
Egyptians and being ravaged by the Assyrians. Now, Judah was facing the 
consequences of lusting after Assyria and falling to Babylon. The fruit of their 
prostitution was evident and destructive. They were reaping what they had sown (23:1-
49). Because of His love for them and His demands for holiness, God had no choice but 
to purify them of the consequences of their lewdness (24:13). He could not allow them 
to continue in such a damaged state. 
            God was judging them by their actions. He was inspecting their fruit, and they 
were woefully flawed. Ask God to evaluate your heart and your conduct. Pray for 
repentance, and pray for courage to inspect the fruit of fellow believers when God 
demands. 



Wednesday, September 16, 2020—Ezekiel 19-21 
            Humans are made to express emotion. When something is funny, a hearty laugh 
works wonders for the body and soul. When something is sad or burdensome, sharing 
that heaviness with another lightens the load. 
            Lament is not a word used often in contemporary society, yet lament is an 
emotion and an action which God has designed in us. As Ezekiel listened to God and 
shared with His people, God wanted them to lament over what was lost (19:14). Israel 
had been a flourishing vine and had produced thick foliage and abundant fruit, but that 
was all gone. Israel was a powerful lioness with influential offspring, but they weakened 
and fell into the claws of others. God’s people should express deep sorrow at this. 
            In the seventh year of captivity, some elders came to Ezekiel to inquire of 
Yahweh. Ezekiel told the story of Israel—how God had called them and given them His 
laws, how His desire was to give them life and have them walk in His ways, and how 
they rebelled against Him generation after generation. He finally gave them over to their 
idolatry and lust and led them into exile to horrify them and honor Himself (20:1-44). 
These elders were facing the judgment of God, and it would not soon pass (21:27). 
Their lamenting would become groaning and bitter grief (21:6). 
            Thank God that He walks with us in rejoicing and lamenting. Pray those times of 
lamenting lead to examination, repentance, and patience while He rebuilds and 
restores. 


