
Tuesday, October 13, 2020—Nehemiah 10-13 

            When one person realizes a need for change, change will come. When a 

community realizes a need for change, a movement begins. The people of Israel 

confessed their sins as a nation, and then their leaders made a binding agreement and 

put their names on it (10:1-27). Those in charge of the spiritual direction of the nation 

committed to repentance and holiness. 

            The rest of the people joined them in the commitment to raising their children 

with God’s standards for their lives, conducting business by God’s expectations, and 

organizing their lives for worship in a way that truly honored God (10:28-39). They 

experienced a nationwide movement of God and gave specific ways they would 

respond to His calling. 

            To fulfill their promises, some from each tribe had to move into the city of 

Jerusalem. The Temple needed daily attention, and they city was the site of the Temple, 

so the people had to care for the Temple and the city in order to fulfill their obligations to 

God (11:1-36). They gathered to dedicate the newly-constructed wall as a reminder that 

everything belonged to God and everything was accomplished through His grace 

(12:27-47). 

            Making a commitment is one thing. Fulfilling that commitment is another. 

Nehemiah was faithful to hold the people accountable to the promises they made to 

God. This required hard conversations and difficult decisions. Nehemiah’s desire was to 

please God more than man, and he brought honor to God and blessing to his people as 

a result. 

            Pray for revival in yourself and in your church family. 

Monday, October 12, 2020—Nehemiah 7-9 

            When a group is traveling, keeping track of every person is a high priority. Each 

time they prepare to move to the next site, the leader takes a count. “Is everyone here?” 

They can’t leave anyone behind. 

            As God worked in the exiles who had returned, Nehemiah recorded a census of 

all those who had returned from Babylon. Ezra’s book records a census as well, but it 

was taken earlier in the return process. Now, they’ve completed the wall. Now, it’s time 

to begin reestablishing homes and activity within the city. With the census, they 

confirmed who was present and their tribal ancestry so they would have a clearer 

understanding of the role each person would play in the rebuilding process. 

            Ezra had returned to Israel from Babylon because he wanted to teach the Law 

to God’s people (see Ezra 7:10). After the wall was complete, the people assembled, 

and Ezra had his first opportunity to fulfill the vision God gave him (8:3). He read for 

hours, and men assisted him by explaining the meaning of the reading. The people 

wept as the people grasped the holiness of God and their lack of holiness, but 

Nehemiah told them to go home and celebrate because the joy of Yahweh was their 

strength (8:10). God was working in a fresh way, so there was hope for repentance and 

restoration. Reading led to corporate confession and worship (9:1-38). 

            Taking a census clarified their calling. Reading the word led them to repentance. 

Ask God to clarify and convict as needed in your life. 



Sunday, October 11, 2020—Nehemiah 4-6 

            “Squatter” is a term used for someone who doesn’t own a property but 

eventually lays claim to a property because of the length of time that person has lived 

on or used the property. Usually, a squatter is using an uninhabited house or 

unoccupied land. They act as owners though they have no claim, and they are not 

happy when the rightful owners protest. 

            Ezra and Nehemiah were a part of the leadership God had sent to motivate His 

people to rebuild the Temple and the wall in the Jerusalem. Sanballat was a Horonite. 

His primary identity was not with Israel or one of its tribes. He had no claim on the land, 

yet he was angered by what God was doing and incensed at Nehemiah for leading it. 

He began to ridicule and demean the Jews for their attempts to obey the Lord. 

            Nehemiah led the people in prayer, and then rallied them to share the load of 

working and defending themselves. He also had to address inner turmoil as financial 

stress was leading to injustice and frustration. Nehemiah led by example as he humbled 

himself before the people and God (5:19). 

            The outward threat remained, though they had completed the wall. Sanballat, 

Tobiah, and Gershom plotted to kill or at least discredit Nehemiah, but the Lord 

provided wisdom so he could avoid their trap (6:1-15). The faith and success of the 

Jews demoralized their enemies (6:16). 

            Pray for wisdom and courage to overcome inward and outward conflict that 

arises as you obey the Lord. 

Saturday, October 10, 2020—Nehemiah 1-3 

            Tradition is a powerful force in the South. Families declare great allegiance to a 

college or a football team, and they take great pride or feel great pain as a result of 

weekend football outcomes. Even if they never attended the university or played as a 

professional, it’s “their” team. 

            Nehemiah had likely spent all his life away from the Promised Land as an exile, 

yet when he inquired about the status of the people who had returned and the condition 

of the city, he wept over the word. He was emotionally and spiritually affected by what 

was happening far away. 

            He prayed an amazingly humble and insightful prayer (1:4-11). He praised God 

for His character and faithfulness and recalled the promises God had made. Nehemiah 

called on God to give success to His servant as Nehemiah went to the king. He asked 

for permission to go to Jerusalem to help rebuild it (2:5). The king gave his approval and 

his assistance, yet Nehemiah discovered not all were not happy about the recovery 

(2:10). 

            After a brief time of assessment, Nehemiah shared his vision and assigned 

different people specific sections of the wall to rebuild (3:1-32). Nehemiah had a burden, 

but he did not try to accomplish the task by himself. He rallied people around him with a 

vision for God’s glory. 

            Thank God for giving you the blessing of knowing Him and building His 

Kingdom. Pray for a vision of what He wants to do, a burden to fulfill it, and partners to 

work with you in its accomplishment. 



Friday, October 9, 2020—Ezra 8-10 

            The devastation of the exile had not occurred all at once. Some left when 

Nebuchadnezzar first invaded. Some left after the city had fallen. The consequences of 

sin had lingering effects on God’s people and land. 

            The restoration after the exile did not occur in one event either. King Cyrus sent 

a contingent originally. Later, King Darius approved the revival of the work of rebuilding 

the Temple. Then, under King Artaxerxes, Ezra brought a group of Israel’s descendants 

back to their homeland. Each of them came knowing their tribal heritage and duties 

(8:1-20). 

            Before they set out, Ezra called them to fast and pray. They needed God’s 

protection over their possessions and families as they journeyed home. Before they 

departed, Ezra and the people gave an offering to the Levites so they could present it to 

God upon their safe arrival. Ezra was leading the people to put God first in everything 

they did. When they arrived, they rested, then worshiped, and then they went to work 

(8:31-36). 

            Ezra discovered many had married locals and compromised their worship of 

Yahweh. Ezra called the people to a sacred assembly and called out to God in 

confession and repentance (9:9-15). He wept over the way they had sinned as their 

ancestors had despite God’s great grace and mercy. 

            The people wept before God and repented. Their repentance required action 

that took some time because the sin was so great (10:13). Sin would prove to have 

long-term consequences on marriage and family. 

            Pray for the marriages and families in your church to honor God. 

Thursday, October 8, 2020—Ezra 5-7 

            “He’s all hat and no cattle.” The man who dresses and talks the part of the 

cowboy yet owns not one single cow is comical, confusing, or even hypocritical. “All talk 

and no action” is the label given to the one who uses a lot of words but does nothing to 

make them a reality. 

            Haggai and Zechariah urged the people to finish the rebuilding process on the 

Temple. They reminded the people of the sins of their ancestors and the punishment 

they endured. They called the people to obedience, and “the prophets of God were with 

them, helping them” (5:2). 

            As with those who first began the rebuilding the process, this group faced local 

opposition. The antagonists sent a letter to King Darius to warn him about these rabble 

rousers, and the Jews were bold in their defense—placing their names on a letter 

explaining their action. Darius discovered a letter from King Cyrus which commissioned 

the rebuilding process and protected its laborers. As a result, the Temple was finished. 

            Ezra had grown up in exile, yet he had diligently studied the Law of God. He 

determined in his heart not only to study the Law but to obey it and to teach it in Israel. 

With the king’s blessing, he moved home and brought many other like-minded people 

with him (7:11-28). Time and again, God honored the bold obedience of His people. 

            Pray for a genuine faith that speaks the truth of God and lives the holiness of 

God. Boldly tell His story, and boldly obey His call. 



Wednesday, October 7, 2020—Zechariah 11-14 

            “If I’ve told you once, I’ve told you a thousand times!” This cry of exasperation 

comes often from a parent to a child who seems incapable of learning a lesson. No 

amount of communication seems to work. 

            God had sent His children into exile for 70 years because they wouldn’t listen to 

Him. The religious and governmental leaders had not honored Him. The common 

people did not make Him the one and only God in their lives. After centuries of warning, 

He brought punishment. 

            Now the people have resettled in the land, and they are wandering like wayward 

sheep just as their ancestors had done. This present generation was going to suffer as 

well because God was going to put a shepherd over them who would not care for the 

lost, seek the young, heal the injured, or feed the healthy (11:16). If that’s how they 

chose to live, He would give them a leader who would lead them down that self-

destructive path. 

            One day, however, Jerusalem would be the safest and strongest city on earth 

(12:1-9). “The Lord will be king over the whole earth” (14:9a). God was going to pave 

the way for that power by sending one who would be pierced (12:10) and would open a 

fountain “to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from 

sin and impurity” (13:1). Because the people would not walk in righteousness, God was 

going to bring salvation Himself—here and hereafter. 

            Thank God for His holy expectations. Pray to live up to them. 


