
Thursday, June 24, 2021—2 Kings 7-10 

            Desperate times call for desperate measures. Families in crisis make decisions 

they would not normally make. Military leaders who know defeat is imminent carry out 

unspeakable atrocities. Dread leads to drastic action. 

            A terrible famine and a merciless tyrant gripped Samaria. As a result, the people 

were doing the unthinkable for food. The king blamed the man of God for the misery. 

Four lepers found hope in the most unlikely place. They reasoned: if we stay here, we 

die; if we go to the enemy camp where there is plenty of food, we may die, or we may 

find provision. They ventured out and found that God had scattered the enemy and 

provided the food and the freedom the city sought. Their fear and dread was unfounded. 

            Both the king of Samaria and the king of Judah were leading their people in the 

ways of Baal worship. What God prohibited they were promoting. God raised up Jehu to 

be the instrument of His wrath and judgment. The rampant sin in both nations met the 

resounding verdict of God. Jehu told them plainly, “How can there be peace in the land 

when spiritual adultery and idolatrous practices are flourishing in this land?” (9:22). 

Without the abiding presence and pleasure of God, there is no peace. 

            God used Jehu, yet Jehu walked in the same sin he judged (10:31). Pray for 

God’s righteousness to be so attractive that you walk in His ways and no other. Ask Him 

to give you His peace in all circumstances. 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021—2 Kings 4-6 

            In Experiencing God, Henry Blackaby noted that God is always at work. The 

Bible shows how He often works in a person’s life in certain patterns that become 

evident over time. Elisha’s life demonstrates how He can repeat those patterns from 

one generation to another. 

            Elijah came to the aid of a widow in 1Kings 17. Here in 2 Kings 4, Elisha hears 

the cries of the widow of one of his servants. Like Elijah, Elisha called the widow to act 

in faith. She gathered vessels from neighbors, poured oil into each one from the only 

vessel of oil she had, and sold the oil to pay off her debts. Like Elijah, Elisha found 

himself with the opportunity to bring a dear son back to life. God used both men to show 

the power of faith and the hope that comes from knowing Yahweh. 

            Elisha showed how God restores life and how God meets needs. For Naaman, 

Elisha demonstrated God’s ability to heal disease, even for a man who was not part of 

the Jewish people. Naaman was confused that he had to go to a simple prophet rather 

than a powerful king and scandalized that he had to wash in a dirty Samarian river 

rather than one of the superior rivers in his homeland. Simple faith in a powerful God 

changes everything. 

            When confronted by earthly enemies, Elisha asked God to show his servant the 

heavenly army that surrounded them all (6:17). Faith is the pathway to victory, 

satisfaction, and life. Thank God for the gift of faith. 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021—2 Kings 1-3 

            A.W. Tozer said what a person thinks about God is the most important thing 

about that person. This is why the 10 Commandments begin with the relationship 

between God and man. What a person thinks about God affects how he relates to 



others. 

            The new king of Samaria, Ahaziah, fell and wanted to know whether he would 

recover from his wounds. He sent messengers to the shrine of a false god rather than 

inquiring of Elijah, the prophet of Yahweh. Elijah intercepted the messengers and told 

them the king would die. Upon hearing this news, King Ahaziah asked who this prophet 

was. They described him in unflattering terms, and he knew it had to be Elijah. 

            His disdain for God turned to disdain for Elijah, and he sent two groups of troops 

to capture Elijah. God sent fire to consume the soldiers. The third group fell on their 

knees before Elijah, recognizing his value as a person and a prophet and recognizing 

God’s sovereignty. They survived, but their king did not. Elijah was affirmed. 

            Elisha, Elijah’s protégé, held Elijah in the highest regard. He knew he would 

need the power of God resting on him once Elijah was gone, so he requested a double 

portion of that strength to be on him (2:9). He loved Elijah, but he trusted Yahweh above 

all. When Jehoram of Israel and Jehoshaphat of Judah approached him for counsel, the 

only reason he gave them advice was because he knew Jehoshaphat, too, trusted 

Yahweh (3:14). 

            Ask God to increase respect for, knowledge of, and trust in Him. 

Monday, June 21, 2021—1 Kings 20-22 

            God wants the world to know He alone is God. He can use faithful and unfaithful 

servants to communicate this message. 

            King Ahab was the most ungodly leader Israel had known. He was overt in his 

worship of idols and his celebration of sin. Because of His faithfulness to His promises 

and His people, God protected the northern kingdom when the king of Aram invaded 

their land. God empowered a small band of soldiers to attack and defend the nation. 

            Ben-hadad, the king of Aram, was convinced Israel had won because their God 

was a god of the hills. They would attack again, but this time in the valleys. God once 

again provided victory. He was not doing this to affirm Ahab’s sinfulness. He was 

demonstrating His identity as the one true God who was sovereign over all. 

            Rather than destroy the enemy who had attacked him, Ahab allowed Ben-hadad 

to live because he promised to retore possessions and open up new markets. While 

God showed His sovereignty, Ahab showed his selfishness. His pouting over Naboth’s 

vineyard confirmed the hardness of his heart and the devotion of his life. He was only 

focused on himself. 

            Ahab reacted in repentance when Elijah spoke judgment over him, but his 

hardened heart and selfish nature moved him to march against the king of Aram. 

Despite trying to disguise himself in battle, he was mortally wounded. God’s word 

continued to be fulfilled. Pride led to destruction. 

            Praise God for His faithfulness and power. Pray for humility and obedience. 

Sunday, June 20, 2021—1 Kings 17-19 

            Everyone has clicked on a button or a box, at the end of a lengthy list of 

expectations, which says, “I agree with the terms and conditions.” Without clicking, the 

transaction will not go forward. Once confirmed, the relationship falls under those 

expectations. 



            God had given His people high standards for walking with Him. When King Ahab 

began to violate those terms and conditions through outright spiritual rebellion, God sent 

the prophet Elijah to pronounce judgment. The land would experience a drought for the 

next three years. 

            Though Elijah spoke truth and obeyed God, the king reviled him. God sent Elijah 

away and provided for his needs. In turn, Elijah was able to bless the widow who 

provided him food and shelter by restoring her son’s life. The work of God confirmed the 

words of God which Elijah spoke. 

            At the end of three years, Elijah confronted Ahab and challenged the prophets of 

the false gods the king was promoting. God demonstrated His great power before the 

people, and the nation rid themselves of the spiritual rebels. Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, 

threatened Elijah because of his obedience to Yahweh, and Elijah fled to the 

wilderness. He had seen God’s unmistakable power but was frightened by one woman’s 

words. 

            God ministered to Elijah in his fears—giving him rest, assuring him of the power 

of His presence, and informing him of like-minded prophets living in the land. Elijah was 

not alone—in flesh or in spirit. Thank God for His presence and power to walk in 

holiness and for fellow believers who do the same. 

Saturday, June 19, 2021—1 Kings 14-16 

            Jeroboam was a proud man. He wanted the people of his nation to honor him as 

king and be devoted to Israel alone. Jeroboam was a hypocritical man. Though he didn’t 

want his people traveling to Judah for spiritual purposes, he sent his wife to consult with 

the prophet there on behalf of their son. When pride leads to arrogance, a collapse is on 

the way. 

            Though Rehoboam remained enthroned in Jerusalem, he did not lead the 

people to authentic worship of Yahweh. His pride focused more on his own desires than 

spiritual growth. Egypt plundered their treasures. They went through the motions 

content with mediocrity. 

            Compromise, mediocrity, and hypocrisy are hard to change. Rehoboam’s son 

learned those things from his father and continued to walk in them (15:3). His son, Asa, 

changed things. He was willing to make hard decisions and lead the nation into 

repentance (15:11). He was not perfect, and the repentance was not complete, but 

Asa’s heart was wholly God’s. 

            Outward action and inner condition are both important. God has given His 

people His expectations for how they conduct worship, raise their families, and do 

business. All of this is in response to their relationship with Him. He wants lives that 

demonstrate that He is King of the heart, but He is not interested in actions from a heart 

that is not His. 

            The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Praise God for providing a solution to sin. 

Friday, June 18, 2021—1 Kings 11-13 

            Solomon had everything a man could have wanted. He was fabulously rich. He 

was revered by people near and far. He had his choice of women. His problem was 



holding on to all of it. His decision to love many women caused him to drift in his love for 

God. 

            God’s demand is for wholehearted devotion. If someone does not love Him and 

Him alone, He cannot honor that lack of commitment—even if that person is the king of 

Israel. Solomon built altars to foreign gods to appease his wives, so God began to plan 

how to reassign power. He would not take the throne completely away from the house 

of David, but He would not allow David’s descendants to be in complete control. God 

chose Jeroboam to take control, and Solomon was not happy (11:40). 

            Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, became king at his father’s death. He lacked his 

father’s wisdom, so he lost his father’s power. His pride led to his loss, and the kingdom 

divided in two. Jeroboam became king over the northern nation, and he immediately 

became disobedient. Fearing the people would realign with Rehoboam if they went to 

Jerusalem for worship, Jeroboam built altars for worship throughout the northern 

territory (12:25-33). Like Solomon, his heart was not fully devoted to God. He trusted his 

own decisions and longed for power more than he wanted to obey. 

            Life will present situation after situation, person after person who will invite 

God’s people to compromise (13:1-34). God calls people to wholehearted, unwavering 

devotion to Him and His ways. 


