
Tuesday, October 20, 2020—Matthew 20-22 

            Jesus often told parables to help His disciples know what life was like in His 

Kingdom. He had told them the Kingdom of heaven was at hand, so He was not 

preparing them for eternity but for life in the present with God sitting on the throne 

of their hearts. 

            In God’s Kingdom, He gave what He promised to each person. Regardless 

of the length of time they knew Him and served Him, each person received the 

reward of eternal life. In Jesus’ story, some workers grumbled, but the landowner 

reminded them of His promise and His obvious generosity. In the Kingdom, the last 

will be first (20:16). The one who wanted to be greatest had to become a servant 

(20:27). 

            Jesus then began to demonstrate true service. He sent His disciples to 

town to fetch a donkey, and He came riding into town, celebrated by the crowds. 

He was fulfilling the Scripture about God’s Chosen One, riding into town as a king. 

He went to the Temple and turned over the tables of those defiling the Temple and 

then showed what true Temple activity should look like—healing and praise (21:1-

17). Israel was a fruitless tree, and Jesus was going to take on the penalty of their 

curse (21:18-46). 

            Jesus calls people to life in His Kingdom. Not all will accept. Those who do 

have the privilege of knowing God and His Word (22:23-33) and have the 

command to love God and love people (22:37-40). Seek to live as a fruitful 

Kingdom citizen. 

Monday, October 19, 2020—Matthew 16-19 

            The Pharisees and Sadducees were the most brilliant minds of the day, but 

they did not understand Jesus. They wanted proof from His performance that He 

was who He said He was. Jesus said He would do nothing more than give them 

the sign of Jonah—a call to repentance. 

            The disciples were not the most brilliant minds of the day, and they 

struggled, too. Jesus was calling each and every person to a change of mind that 

led to a change of behavior—true repentance. The disciples had to guard 



themselves against the teaching of the day to grasp the truth Jesus taught. Peter 

confessed this truth—Jesus was the Chosen One God had sent. On this truth, 

Jesus would build the church that would storm the gates of hell. Jesus would lead 

the way through death and resurrection (16:21). 

            Jesus was calling them to God-sized faith (17:14-23) but child-like ego 

(18:1-9, 19:13-15). God wanted even the least of His sheep to be found and 

returned, so the work of fishing for men would not soon be finished. The disciples 

had the power of agreement on their side and were to continue this work together 

to experience the power of God (18:19-20). 

            Jesus wanted the disciples to grasp the depth of God’s forgiveness (18:21-

35) and the hardness of man’s hearts (19:1-15). To know God and serve Him is a 

gift from God Himself. It is hard for anyone to lay down their idols and surrender to 

God alone (19:16-30). 

            Pray for daily repentance and growing faith. 

Sunday, October 18, 2020—Matthew 12-15 

            The religious leaders of Jesus’ day tended to misunderstand God’s Law 

and expectations. They made the Sabbath a tyrant over man and allowed no 

breaking of the Sabbath regulations. Jesus told them they were missing the point. 

He was the Lord of the Sabbath. If He fed His disciples or healed on the Sabbath, 

He wasn’t breaking the Sabbath. He was fulfilling its purpose—the realization of 

the goodness and glory of God (12:1-14). 

            Jesus was calling people to a relationship of true devotion to God (12:50). 

Everyone would hear the gospel—like seed scattered on a variety of soils. Not 

everyone would respond in the same way. Only those truly rooted in faith would 

produce fruit (13:1-23). His parables emphasized the mysterious work only God 

could do and the clear change that He would work in the lives of the faithful and 

obedient. 

            Following Jesus was not easy. John had prepared the way, and his 

devotion to God’s holiness cost him his life (14:1-12). In a time of grief and 

reflection, Jesus still had compassion on those who followed Him, and He fed them 



and taught His disciples about faith in the process (14:1-33). The servant of God is 

always ready to obey His call and meet a need. 

            Pray for faith that makes more of relationship with Jesus than fulfilling rules 

and following tradition. Pray for a heart that is clean and eager to know Him more 

and serve Him faithfully with compassion for those around you. Thank God for the 

joy and power of Sabbath. 

Saturday, October 17, 2020—Matthew 8-11 

            Faith is an inward attitude that expresses itself through outward action. 

Many believed that Jesus was the One who could heal them, so they came to Him, 

and He honored their faith. At times, Jesus asked those He healed to tell no one 

(8:4, 9:30). Why would He do that? He knew there would be many who wanted 

outward transformation without inner attitude. There was a cost to following Jesus 

many would not want to pay (8:18-22). 

            Jesus amazed people with His teaching and His power over disease and 

nature. He angered the religious elite when He spoke of forgiving sin because He 

equated Himself with God. He forced everyone to consider who God was and what 

God wanted. “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (9:13), Jesus reminded them. God 

looked at the condition of the soul before He measured the outward action. Jesus 

called those who were repentant and healed those who were faithful. He looked 

inside and changed them. 

            Jesus called His disciples to go out and do the things He did—teaching, 

ministering, healing, and declaring the Kingdom. He made clear people would hate 

those who served Him, but the ones who endured to the end would be saved 

(10:22). John the Baptist was in jail because he had obeyed God, and he struggled 

with knowing with certainty that Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus assured John he 

had been faithful to God and God was in control (11:1-19). Jesus gives rest to 

those who are weary (11:28-30). 

            Pray for genuine faith that believes, acts, and endures. 

Friday, October 16, 2020—Matthew 5-7 

            Jesus taught wherever He went. Through His words and His actions, He 



proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom and the standards for those who were 

part of that Kingdom. On a few occasions, He shared more than a brief 

conversation or a moving story. His Sermon on the Mount was one of those 

lengthy messages about counter-cultural living. 

            Jesus pronounced blessing on those who had a proper view of their 

spiritual emptiness and their cultural weakness. He could use people like that to 

show the transforming power of the gospel. He was calling people to culturally-

transforming lives that touched their worlds like salt and light. Jesus had come to 

fulfill the Law, not to abolish it, so His followers needed to walk in the fullest of 

righteousness to follow His example (5:1-20). 

            This mindset revolutionized how they were to look at life. Jesus’ disciples 

looked at murder, divorce, promises, and retaliation through different lenses—

evaluating their heart and motivation even more than the outward action. They 

would find themselves in need of forgiveness quite easily by Jesus’ standards 

(5:21-47). Jesus’ call was to perfection (5:48). 

            Giving is to be a regular practice. Prayer is to be the source of 

strength.  Fasting is to be a path to discipline. None are to be done for show. Jesus 

calls His disciples to transformed hearts that treasure His things above everything. 

Worry is unnecessary when Jesus is in charge (6:1-34). 

            Pray that Jesus truly knows you (7:21-23) and is your foundation for a 

Kingdom-building life. Pray for His fruit to be on display in you. 

Thursday, October 15, 2020—Matthew 1-4 

            God’s first covenant with His people was based on the Law—honoring the 

holiness of God and walking in it. During that first covenant, God promised to make 

a new covenant, one in which He would give His people a new spirit. What had 

been inscribed on tablets would now be written on their hearts. Matthew begins 

this new story. 

            Matthew was a Jew by birth. He had seen Jesus transform his own heart 

and wanted his fellow Jews to have the same experience. He, therefore, begins his 

good news account with the family tree of Jesus. He wanted the reader to see how 



God had woven the story of Jesus through Jewish history. This was God’s plan, 

even in the Old Testament (1:1-17). 

            Jesus’ arrival was unusual. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

announced by an angel, and visited by foreign dignitaries, who saw him as king 

and lavished gifts on Him (1:18-2:12). His life was threatened, and His family fled 

to Egypt before coming home to settle in Nazareth. Matthew saw Jesus’ story 

woven throughout Scripture. 

            When the time came for Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist prepared the 

way. A new Elijah called people to live differently, and Jesus affirmed this call by 

being baptized (3:1-17). Jesus then experienced great temptation before beginning 

His ministry and calling disciples to teach, minister, and reach with Him (4:1-25). 

Jesus was fulfilling the promise God made to save those who trusted Him. He 

continually overcame difficulty to bring life. 

            Thank God for the heart-changing life of Jesus. 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020—Malachi 1-4 

            Soon after leaving Egypt, the newly-freed children of Israel began 

complaining. They were hungry. They were thirsty. They were sure Moses had 

brought them to the desert to die. When God is at work, Satan will use the 

struggles that come with God’s loving discipline to cause doubt. 

            Nearly 1,500 years later, Satan stirred doubt again. The newly-freed 

children of Israel had returned from exile and were rebuilding the Temple, the wall, 

and the nation. They faced opposition of various kinds, and they wondered 

whether God loved them (1:2). In their doubt and difficulty, God’s people had 

compromised their worship and were bringing to Him sacrifices that did not reflect 

His holiness (1:6-13). They asked whether God loved them, and God turned the 

question around. Did they truly love Him? 

            God deserved their allegiance, but they treated Him with indifference. They 

were repeating the mistakes of the past—giving outward religious action to 

Yahweh yet having hearts that were far from devoted. Their spiritual unfaithfulness 

was causing marital unfaithfulness in many. God would once again refine the 



 

people from their sin (3:1-5). 

            His prophet would come (3:1, 4:5) to prepare the way for the Lord, and God 

would change their hearts and bring blessing. Their refined hearts would move 

them to give sacrificially, bringing the tithe to the Temple so the people could meet 

the needs around them (3:6-12). God would make evident the difference between 

the righteous and the wicked (3:13-18). 

            Pray for true love for God that becomes holy living with God.  


