
Thursday, April 8, 2021—2 Samuel 16-18 

            When it rains, it pours. Trouble has a way of multiplying into more trouble. 

These struggles make emotions raw and tempers short. 

            Absalom conducted a coup to take the kingdom from his father. On the way 

out of the city, David learned Mephibosheth had remained in town to align with the 

new leader, and a member of Saul’s family hurled insults and stones at the 

deposed king. Imagine the sorrow he felt as so much of what he loved and valued 

fell away. 

            While David was out of power and away from the city, God was at work. 

David’s counselor, Hushai, had returned to Jerusalem intentionally to cloud the 

thinking of the king and contradict the counsel of Ahithophel. In the countryside as 

well, those loyal to David did their part to preserve the life of the true king. The 

moment was dark, but God remained faithful. 

            Soon, David’s men went to war against Absalom and his forces. Absalom’s 

great pride, his magnificent mane, caused his downfall. His hair was caught in the 

branches of a tree, and David’s men killed him there. The insurrection was put 

down, but David mourned greatly because of the love he had for his son. Could it 

be that he mourned as well for the poor decisions and lack of discipline that led to 

this emotional moment? 

            Admit those areas of sin, laziness, and inaction in your life. Repent of those 

and walk in discipline so you avoid the regrets and sorrows that come without 

repentance. Praise God for being faithful and forgiving. 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021—2 Samuel 13-15 

            A fire in a fireplace is a beautiful, useful thing. The same fire outside those 

boundaries of brick can burn down a house and an entire forest. God establishes 

boundaries and expectations so that His people can enjoy the abundance He 

provides. Moving outside those limits is harmful. 

            Amnon burned with desire for Tamar. The attraction between a man and a 

woman is part of God’s design, yet God expects those sexual desires to be fulfilled 

within the boundaries of marriage. Like his father, Amnon decided to fulfill a desire 



through his plans rather than God’s. In the end, he was dissatisfied, and Tamar 

was devastated. No good came from living by what felt right or irresistible instead 

of God’s design. 

            Things went from bad to worse. Absalom killed Amnon for his attack on 

Tamar, and David avoided addressing his murderous son. Absalom acted out 

trying to garner his father’s attention, and Joab finally convinced David to see 

Absalom and reconcile. Sadly, Absalom’s heart had already drifted outside the 

borders of his father’s authority, and he began working to build his own following. 

David had to flee the city to preserve his life when Absalom initiated his quest for 

the throne. 

            Thank God for the abundance that comes from living by His standards. 

Pray for those who are struggling to trust Him and walk in His way. Pray for 

marriages and families to thrive in God’s design so others will see the fruit of 

faithfulness to God. 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021—2 Samuel 9-12 

            The heart of God is one of compassion. He demonstrated His love by 

sending His Son to die. No one had earned such amazing sacrifice. God did this 

because He wants all to come to repentance. Some do. Many don’t. 

            David’s heart beat in rhythm with God’s. As he established himself as king, 

he could have moved forward with a variety of projects and plans, but he 

remembered his promise to Jonathan to care for his family. David found 

Mephibosheth and brought him into his home for the remainder of his life, not 

because Mephibosheth had earned it or could serve, but because of his great love 

and his word. 

            The son of the king of Ammon did not receive David’s compassion with 

grace. When David sent men to express Israel’s sympathy over his father’s death, 

the new king insulted David’s men. He mistook David’s mercy for aggression. 

            When David cared for others, he was noble, whether people appreciated 

his service to them or not. When David turned his attention to himself, he sinned 

greatly. When he should have been with his troops, David was at home. His lust 



led to grave actions trying to cover his sin and remove his guilt. Uriah lost his life 

because David sinned. 

            Nathan called David to repentance, a truly loving action. Those who love 

think not of themselves but of others and are willing to do hard things for the sake 

of others. Pray for a loving heart that serves those in need and calls the sinful to 

repentance. 

Monday, April 5, 2021—2 Samuel 5-8 

            Good people make bad decisions. Local politicians with sincere intentions 

move forward with projects that don’t work out. Parents want the best for their kids 

but make significant mistakes in the process. 

            David revered Yahweh and embraced the call of God to shepherd the 

people of Israel and rule over them (5:2). He regularly went to God in prayer before 

he began a military campaign. In his role as king, David was a wise and successful 

king. 

            David was not perfect. Scripture gives no account of his seeking God’s 

wisdom about a wife. He had several wives and concubines, which God never 

sanctioned, and the history of God’s people proves no man ever found that to be a 

good arrangement. When David decided to move the Ark of the Covenant back to 

the Tabernacle, he put the Ark on a cart pulled by oxen rather than on the 

shoulders of the Levites, as Scripture prescribed, and Uzzah lost his life. Uzzah 

was sincere in his effort, but he was wrong in his action. Had David consulted the 

Lord or read His scripture, this never would have happened. 

            David did, however, have wise counsel. When David wanted to build God a 

permanent home, he pitched the idea to Nathan, who himself initially agreed. 

Nathan, however, heard from Yahweh that this was a project for David’s son, and 

David gladly accepted God’s plan and worshiped Him in gratitude and humility. 

            Praise God for the wisdom He gives in prayer, His word, and wise 

counselors. Pray for decisions guided by this wisdom. 

Sunday, April 4, 2021—2 Samuel 1-4 

            Death has finality like nothing else. The end of a career is the beginning of 



retirement. The end of a relationship gives freedom for the possibility of another. 

Death, however, gives no hope. 

            When Saul died, David sang a song of lament about Saul and David’s dear 

friend, Saul’s son, Jonathan. Their deaths moved him deeply. Though Saul tried to 

slay David on numerous occasions, David still had deep respect for the man God 

had chosen to lead Israel. Later, David mourned the death of Abner, the captain of 

Saul’s army. Their deaths signified the end of a life precious in the eyes of God. 

            Saul’s death loosened the sense of stability over Israel, and more people 

suffered because of Saul’s demise. Some wanted David to be king. Others wanted 

Saul’s family to continue leading. This led to power plays and assassinations as 

factions fought for their success over their rivals. People committed murder while 

thinking they were doing something good. Dozens of lives were snuffed out in an 

attempt to assert superiority. 

            Death has no solution. That is why Easter is so pivotal. When Jesus rose 

from the grave on Easter Sunday morning, all of history and eternity were 

changed. Death was arrested. The grave no longer had a hold on souls. Those 

who have faith in Christ can know with certainty that their King is the victor over 

every enemy. They need to search for no one else to worship. They need to look 

nowhere else for stability, peace, and purpose. 

            Praise God for the victory we have in Jesus. 

Saturday, April 3, 2021—1 Samuel 29-31 

            Following God’s lead is right, but being righteous may lead to very 

uncomfortable and difficult circumstances. Consider Jesus. He never sinned yet 

faced continual disparagement by the religious leaders and died a criminal’s death 

on the cross. Despite the suffering, He was exactly where He needed to be to bring 

honor to God and fulfill His will. 

            David, too, faced difficulty for choosing to honor God with his life. He fled to 

the Philistines to escape Saul’s threats, and David served the Philistines faithfully. 

When it was time to go to battle against Israel, the Philistines expressed their 

distrust in David. He might realign with Saul, so the Philistine king sent David 



away. 

            This dishonor proved to be a providential action. On returning home, David 

and his troops discovered their town had been attacked and burned and their 

families kidnapped. David had done nothing wrong, but his men threatened to kill 

him for this terrible turn of events. David took his burden to Yahweh in prayer, and 

He directed David to pursue the perpetrators. They did and recovered everyone 

and everything. 

            Meanwhile, the Philistines were pursuing the Israelites, and caused the 

death of both Jonathan and King Saul. Had David been in battle with the 

Philistines, he would have been responsible for their deaths, and those people and 

things the Amalekites had taken might have been lost forever. The temporary 

setback for David was, in fact, a blessing from God. 

            Thank God for His ability to see and know all things. Pray for patience and 

wisdom in affliction. 

Friday, April 2, 2021—1 Samuel 25-28 

            God planted in the hearts of Israel a deep desire for hospitality and 

connection. When strangers arrived, His people gave the best food and bedding to 

the visitor. When someone was in need, the community met the need. Just as God 

had provided for Israel, they provided for others. 

            This helps the reader understand the escalation of emotions and dire 

possibilities resulting from the brief conversation between David and Nabal. 

David’s men provided protection to Nabal’s vulnerable workers while they sheared 

sheep. David requested provision in return, but Nabal would hear nothing of it. He 

didn’t know David or his men. He had not requested their service. He rejected 

David’s request outright. 

            This lack of hospitality was tantamount to a threat against David and his 

men, so they assembled themselves for battle. Abigail, Nabal’s wife, heard about 

what her worthless husband had done. She gathered abundant provisions, sent 

them to David, and came to David to apologize. God defused the situation through 

proper hospitality, and God soon removed Nabal from the situation altogether. 



 

            With the threat of Nabal behind him, the threat from King Saul confronted 

David again. Once again, David demonstrated his respect for the king and His trust 

in Yahweh. Saul admitted his fault (26:21) and sent David in peace. Saul displayed 

the true depravity of his heart as he went to a forbidden spiritual advisor in Endor. 

His lack of hospitality toward David was the result of his spiritual emptiness. 

            Pray for maturing faith that knows the heart of God and sees the needs of 

people.  


