
Thursday, July 8, 2021—Isaiah 4-6 

            Anyone who has endured a storm can tell stories of the terror and 

uncertainty during the event. They can also describe the relief they experienced 

once the storm had passed. What requires the most detail is the cleanup 

afterward. There is gratitude for surviving the storm, but the same light that gives 

warmth and confirms their survival also makes clear all the hard work that lies 

ahead. 

            God was going to bring a storm of judgment on His people for the 

generations of sin they committed (5:1-30). God had planted them and tended 

them like a vineyard, but they had produced thorns and thistles rather than vibrant, 

bountiful fruit. The devastation of His discipline would lead to desperation (4:1), but 

there was coming a day when Jerusalem would contain a glory like they had never 

known (4:2-6). 

            When King Uzziah died, after reigning for 52 years, Isaiah and the country 

likely felt devastated and uncertain. In that year, Isaiah came into the glorious 

presence of God Himself. He realized the true King was God alone. The glory of 

God made everything else pale in comparison. He was humbled by his frailty and 

the recognition of how broken his people were by their sin. He was motivated to go 

wherever God sent Him to do the “cleanup” work of proclaiming the glory of God. 

Sadly, God told Isaiah he would speak to unrepentant people who would 

experience the storm. 

            Pray for God’s glory to stir awe and repentance in you, your family, and 

your church. Pray for God-glorifying obedience as a result. 

Wednesday, July 7, 2021—Isaiah 1-3 

            C.S. Lewis said humans are victims of “chronological snobbery.” They 

believe they are wiser than previous generations. They think the problems earlier 

civilizations faced will not be a problem for them because they have superior 

intellect and technology. “That won’t happen to us.” 

            Judah likely felt a measure of this. They had seen the northern kingdom 

weaken, crumble, and fall because of their blatant idolatry and sinful ways. Surely, 



that wouldn’t happen in Judah. After all, they were the remnant of King David’s 

family. They had the one true Temple in Jerusalem. They were God’s chosen 

people. 

            Isaiah came along to awaken the people from their dream. Like Israel, 

Judah offered religious actions from empty hearts (1:13-14). God was as offended 

by their sin as He was Israel’s. Cattle know their owner, and donkeys know where 

to find their master’s food, but Judah acted as if they didn’t know God, His 

holiness, and His provision at all (1:3). 

            Either the people would repent, or he would purge and purify the land. God 

was calling them to negotiate with Him (1:18), to walk in His light (2:5). Otherwise, 

His terrible day of judgment would visit them as it did Israel (2:6-22). God will know 

the righteous from the wicked (3:10-11). 

            Isaiah likely prophesied for more than 40 years, but the people for the most 

part ignored him. This can happen today. Don’t think that it can’t. Pray for daily 

repentance to honor Jesus and walk in His holiness. 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021—2 Kings 18-19 

            Courage moves a man to stand strong when others have wilted. Courage 

empowers a woman to do hard things despite the fear that has gripped her. 

Courage allows a teenager to do what is right while those around him are trying to 

convince him it’s not worth it. 

            Hezekiah demonstrated courage. Many of his predecessors as king of 

Judah had walked faithfully with Yahweh, yet most of them had not removed the 

high places, those locations for worship away from the Temple that allowed 

practices not pleasing to God. Hezekiah took the initiative and tore down those 

high places and destroyed images the people had used for worship (18:4). He 

trusted God like no one else (18:5). 

            In the sixth year of his reign, Assyria conquered the northern kingdom, 

Israel, and the king of Assyria took the people into captivity. Eight years later, the 

new king of Assyria sent envoys to Judah to call them to submit to Assyria. Judah 

had seen how Israel fell. How could they withstand such power? The envoys 



mocked Judah for trusting in Yahweh (18:22). They told the people Hezekiah and 

the God he trusted were powerless against them. Hezekiah had rid the land of 

idolatry, but what good had that done? Hezekiah appealed to Isaiah for counsel 

and prayer. 

            Hezekiah then went before God and worshiped Him (19:15), and God 

responded, promising to defend His people (19:34). Thank God for the courage 

and power to be holy and act righteously. Worship Him when life attacks and 

mocks your faith. 

Monday, July 5, 2021—Hosea 11-14 

            Parents teach their children the difference between right and wrong. 

Despite the best efforts of the parents, children make bad choices. In those 

moments, parents may have feelings of anger about the choice or sorrow over the 

consequences, but they have a deeper sense of love and compassion than ever 

before. They want the best for their kids. 

            For generations God had been calling Israel to repentance. Their refusal to 

change their minds and change their lifestyles had sentenced them to discipline at 

the hands of the Assyrians. Despite His anger over their sin and His sorrow over 

their punishment, God told Israel that His compassions were stirred (11:8). Like the 

shepherd of a wayward sheep, God was going to work to restore them after their 

wandering. 

            The short-term outlook was extremely dim. Life would become terribly 

uncomfortable and filled with sorrow (13:15-16). Sin has its consequences that 

even a loving Father will not remove. God reminded His people, however, that He 

was their savior (13:4). He was their only hope for help and restoration (13:9-14, 

14:4-9). There was no ruler on earth who would ever want to see them flourish. 

            Thank God for His compassions that are new every morning. Praise Him 

for His great faithfulness that does not give up on us in our failures. Repent of sin 

that stirs His discipline and walk in the warmth of His compassion and holiness. 

Thank Him for the wisdom of His ways, and help others to see the joy and 

flourishing that come from following Him. 



Sunday, July 4, 2021—Hosea 8-10 

            An old sermon says, “Sin will take you further than you want to go, cost you 

more than you want to pay, and keep you longer than you want to stay.” Choices 

have consequences, and the consequences of sin are death and destruction. 

Hosea told the people of the high price for their sinfulness. 

            They had sown the wind. Now they would reap the whirlwind (8:7). They 

had built altars to sacrifice to pagan gods. Now, they would become a sacrifice to 

the pagans (8:11). They put their trust in foreign armies, so those foreign armies 

would now lead them away. 

            God had been gracious to them by freeing them from Egypt and giving 

them abundance in Canaan. They expressed their gratitude by loving other gods 

and ignoring His direction. The punishment that would come from this 

disobedience would make it seem they were dried up and dead. The God who 

loved them would seem absent and unloving. Flourishing would give way to a 

barren land and barren wombs (9:1-17). 

            In the depths of this terrible news flickers a light of hope. “Sow 

righteousness for yourselves and reap faithful love. Break up the unplowed ground. 

It is time to seek the Lord until he comes and sends righteousness on you like the 

rain” (10:12). Even in the consequences of sin, God is worthy of worship. He is the 

source of comfort and hope. 

            Ask God to help you see clearly what you are sowing so you’ll see clearly 

what you will reap. Sow righteousness to reap a harvest of peace. 

Saturday, July 3, 2021—Hosea 5-7 

            Thomas Jefferson wrote about the separation of church and state in a letter 

to Baptists in Danbury, Connecticut, in 1802. The First Amendment recognizes 

each person’s God-given right to belief and practice, and the government does not 

infringe on those. He knew God had ordained a specific role for the church and a 

specific role for the state. Those separate functions were never to be housed in the 

same institution. 

            Hosea knew God had the same structure for Israel. The priests led the 



people in worship and obedience. The king led the nation toward identity and 

protection. The people of Israel functioned under both authorities. Hosea 

addressed them all (5:1) as he spoke judgment against them. The religious leaders 

had allowed spiritual adultery. The king led the nation to trust foreign armies more 

than God. Until they all collectively repented, God would be far from them (5:15). 

            Hosea called them to return to Yahweh (6:1). He had allowed affliction to 

grab their attention and cause them to repent. He had told them clearly he 

preferred their obedience rather than their sacrifices for forgiveness (6:6), and for 

generations they had forsaken faithfulness. Neither the priests nor the king was 

leading them to holiness (7:10). 

            Thank God for the gift of faith and the design in your soul for knowing and 

following Him. Consider those areas where you have trusted Him more to forgive 

you for sin rather than for strengthening you for faithfulness. Acknowledge Him 

once again as the Savior and Lord of all. 

Friday, July 2, 2021—Hosea 1-4 

            Reporters have one job—reporting the news. Whether in good times or in 

bad, they bring vital words to their audience. One can imagine delivering news of 

success is far easier than sharing words of defeat. 

            Hosea served during what had to be some of the most challenging years 

for both Israel and Judah. During his service, both Jeroboam II in the north and 

Ahaz in the south led the people to participate in idolatry and celebrate their 

waywardness. To illustrate their spiritual unfaithfulness and brokenness, God told 

Hosea to marry a prostitute (1:2). 

            Hosea did more than simply report the news to God’s people. He illustrated 

it. He took to himself a woman who was flawed, yet he loved her fully and started a 

family with her. Then, she wandered away, giving herself to other men and seeking 

for fulfillment in what they offered. She found herself a slave and up for sale when 

Hosea came and bought her back (3:2). God had given His people their identity, 

security, and destiny, but they sought fulfillment in the gods of the pagans, giving 

of themselves what belonged only to God. His mercy would one day bring them 



 

back. 

            Until that day of redemption and restoration, however, His people were 

going to suffer the consequences of their spiritual adultery and rebellion. They 

would be captives. They would suffer loss (4:1-19). 

            Thank God for His salvation in Christ, power through His Spirit, and mission 

through the church. Confess those idols that tempt you to walk away from His 

calling. Walk faithfully with Him.  


