
Monday, November 4, 2019—John 1-3 

            John’s Gospel is unlike the other three in many ways, and the beginning sets the 

stage. While Matthew and Luke provided Jesus’ genealogy and birth accounts, John 

delved even further into history to say that Jesus had always existed—being with God 

and being God Himself. John the Baptist prepared the way for Him but didn’t know 

Jesus was the One until he saw the Holy Spirit descend on Him at baptism (1:33-34). 

            Jesus’ disciples knew there was something special about Jesus that compelled 

them to follow Him, yet there was something significant about the sign at the wedding 

that caused them to believe (2:11). When He turned water into wine, He demonstrated 

how He could take the mundane and transform it into something sacred, simply by 

speaking. For those who demanded a sign, however, Jesus did not comply (2:13-24). 

            In one of His most iconic encounters, Jesus speaks with Nicodemus, a religious 

official who came to Jesus under cover of darkness. Jesus told him that he had to be 

born again, something possible only by the work of the Spirit in his life, not available 

through human wisdom or effort. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness 

(see Numbers 21:8-9), Jesus was going to be the symbol of sin, given by God, to 

provide restoration from the deadly effects of sin itself. Those tainted by sin needed only 

believe. Those do did not were already condemned (3:18, 36). 

            Praise God for putting on flesh and living among us. Pray that He will become 

more and more visible and vital in your life (3:30). 

Sunday, November 3, 2019—Luke 22-24 

            The devil is always looking for an opportunity to devour the people of God (see 1 

Peter 5:8). When Jesus resisted his temptations in the desert, Luke said the devil 

slinked away waiting for the next opportunity (Luke 4:13). Such an opportunity 

presented itself through Judas, so Satan entered him and orchestrated Jesus’ arrest 

away from the crowds. Satan is crafty. 

            God, too, is able to organize and bring about His plans in astounding ways. For 

millennia, His people had celebrated the Passover. Jesus told the disciples there would 

be a man waiting in town to provide his home for them to use (22:10-12) and then 

revealed to them during the meal that the commemoration in the meal had been 

pointing to what He Himself would do for them through His body and blood (22:14-29). 

He is sovereign. 

            Judas betrayed Him. Peter denied Him. The officials sentenced Him. Through all 

of it, Satan was working to destroy Him. Jesus affirmed that He was the Son of God 

(22:70) and the King of the Jews (23:3). Pilate and Herod both wanted to release Him, 

but the people persisted in their demonic delusion and had Him crucified. The devil 

completed his plan. 

            Early on Sunday morning, however, God demonstrated His sovereignty and 

Jesus’ purity. Jesus came alive and walked out of the tomb. Later that day, He showed 

two believers how the Old Testament had been pointing to Jesus all along (24:26-27). 

He then told His disciples to go throughout the world calling everyone to repentance and 

belief (24:47). 

            Praise God for His victory over Satan, sin, and death. 



Saturday, November 2, 2019—Luke 18-21 

            “What is impossible with man is possible with God” (18:27). This was 

the truth Abraham believed when God told him he would be the father of a 

nation. This is the faith God honors with His presence and power. This was 

the faith Jesus was calling forth in the rich man, but he trusted his money 

more than God and walked away sad (18:23). The humble heart recognizes 

the greatness of Jesus and prays with persistence as a result. 

            Jesus treated Zacchaeus like a human being, a fellow Jew, and 

requested fellowship with him. As a result, Zacchaeus repented. Jesus never 

mentioned anything about his guilt. His desire for hospitality changed 

Zacchaeus’ heart. The one who recognizes what God has done is eager to 

serve Him and honor Him. God, in turn, showers blessings on them. 

            Jesus was aware that His enemies would question His authority and 

reject Him as the Messiah, eventually taking His life (20:1-19), yet He wasn’t 

opposed to supporting the government (20:20-26). Rome wasn’t His enemy. 

Religious leaders were the ones seeking His death. Their hearts were far from 

God, so they could not embrace who He was. 

            Like the sacrificial widow is the one who surrenders to God’s 

sovereignty (21:1-4). Despite her poverty, she was rich towards God, and 

Jesus commended her for it. Her heart was aligned with God and willing to 

honor Him, unlike the rich man to whom Jesus had earlier spoken. 

            Pray for a life that trusts Him completely, bearing fruit for Him. 
Friday, November 1, 2019—Luke 14-17 

            Jesus wanted people not simply to hear the words God had spoken but to know 

His heart. When He healed on the Sabbath, Jesus was forcing them to wrestle with the 

Sabbath principle—living with God as the focus of worship. Healing on the Sabbath was 

just as obedient and worshipful as avoiding all work and being at the Temple (14:1-6). 

            When God transforms a heart, humility increases and is on display because the 

disciple trusts in God’s provision and seeks His fame. The transformed heart is willing to 

take up the cross because the disciple has counted the cost. Jesus is worth everything 

(14:7-35). 

            Luke provides three of the most vivid parables in chapter 15 to describe the 

heart of God for the lost and the attitude His disciples should have toward them as well. 

There is great rejoicing in heaven when a lost sinner returns home. What Jesus wanted 

His audience to see was the younger brother and the older brother both were “lost” 

because they did not have a right relationship with the Father. Jesus wanted the sinners 

as well as the religious leaders to know God truly as their Father. 

            Jesus was calling them to make God their only master (16:13). Many things 

were competing for their attention and affection. Only God deserved it. Jesus was 

fulfilling all the Law and Prophets had said (16:31). 



            Pray for a humble heart that serves Jesus with no expectations of comfort or 

recognition (17:1-10). Thank Him for His grace (17:11-19). 

Thursday, October 31, 2019—Luke 10-13 

            There is power in the name of Jesus. His disciples went out to bring in the 

harvest and came back rejoicing because of what they saw happen when invoking His 

authority. This was precisely what Jesus sent them to do, but He reminded them to 

celebrate that they knew Him and were citizens of heaven (10:20). The value was in 

knowing Him, not being filled with His power. His power was simply an extension of 

Him. 

            There is power in knowing Jesus. Being in relationship with Him moves His 

disciples to love Him and love people, forsaking traditions and expectations to make 

Him famous and enjoy His presence. The disciples could see the power Jesus had was 

a result of His communion with God, so they asked Him to teach them to pray (11:1)—

not to preach, teach, or heal. 

            Jesus wanted peoples’ hearts to be changed by His Spirit’s living in them. Their 

outward actions meant nothing if their souls were not transformed by and aligned with 

Him. The religious leaders had all the outward actions, but they were hypocrites and 

would be exposed (12:2). Instead of collecting titles and treasures, God wants people 

knowing Him more deeply and giving themselves away in service (12:13-34). 

            Like a barren fig tree, the religious leaders and many common people were 

simply taking up space (13:1-9). They were of no use to the Kingdom. Jesus was calling 

everyone to repent, even if it cost them their family or comfort. Pray for a life filled with 

power and joy of knowing Him. 

Wednesday, October 30, 2019—Luke 7-9 

            Because God is God, no man can fully explain Him. He says in Isaiah 55, that 

His ways and thoughts are higher, yet He came down and put on flesh so that mankind 

could know Him as completely as possible. Seeing, hearing, and touching Him helped 

many come to faith, but others could not still believe. Even those who knew Him 

continued to struggle. 

            Jesus wanted people to place their faith in Him, so He celebrated those who did 

(7:1-10, 35-50). His power stirred awe in people, producing a mixture of holy mystery 

and robust praise (7:11-17), but even John the Baptist struggled as he sat in prison to 

trust that Jesus was who He said He was (7:20). Jesus admitted to the crowd that God’s 

ways are unconventional, but He also said humans who are self-absorbed will never be 

satisfied (7:31-35). The change He brought through faith was the only proof anyone 

needed that He was God’s anointed. 

            The fruit He produced in others was evidence of God’s hand on Him and the 

changed. For some who heard, the truth was snatched away or unattractive, yet in 

others, there was a bountiful crop of obedience (8:1-56). The key for all those who 

believed was to trust in Him, not circumstances. In time, faith would produce results. 

            After the transformation through faith, the disciple needs to walk daily with 

Jesus—denying self and trusting Him. That means doing hard things and accepting 

hard realities (9:1-62). Seeing Him and knowing Him more fully make the faith, effort, 



and hardship worthwhile. 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019—Luke 4-6 

            Jesus turned His world upside down. In these chapters, He demonstrated the 

power of the Word, the power of the Spirit, and the weakness of religion. At the 

beginning of His ministry, the Spirit led Him to the desert. The first Adam was in a 

perfect garden yet fell to temptation. The second Adam, with the power of the Spirit and 

the Word, resisted temptation in the most barren of settings. 

            By the power of the Spirit, Jesus preached the good news of the Kingdom (4:16-

30), cast out demons (4:31-37), and forgave sin and restored health (5:12-26). He 

proved that He was God in the flesh when He made the lame man walk after forgiving 

His sins, amazing the people and incensing the religious leaders. Those who knew so 

much in their minds about religion could not accept the new thing God was doing 

through Jesus. Like old wineskins, their religion would not allow them to stretch with 

new ideas and a fresh move of the Spirit. 

            Jesus was exposing them as fruitless trees. “Whatever is in your heart 

determines what you say” (6:45), He told them. He urged all who were listening to listen 

and to obey. If they did not, they would be building their lives on sandy soil. The religion 

that seemed to be a firm foundation would be washed away by the judgment of God. 

            Assess the foundation of your soul. Rest not on deeds and knowledge but on 

faith in Jesus alone. Listen to the Spirit. Obey the Word.  


