
Thursday, March 18, 2021—Joshua 22-24 

            Retirement presents a variety of options. The retiree can spend his days in 

leisurely pursuits or take up new hobbies. She can devote more time to a local charity or 

to the grandkids. Options abound to be as busy as ever and to bless others more than 

before. Those who decide it’s a time to stop completely or turn inward find themselves 

unfulfilled, bored, or worse. 

            When Joshua determined the task of taking the Promised Land was complete, 

he sent the tribes who would live east of the Jordan River to their homes. God had 

given them the rest He promised (22:4). “Rest” did not mean relaxation, however. Rest 

meant an end to the task of winning and a transition to maintaining His blessing. Joshua 

charged them, in their “rest,” to obey God by loving Him, walking in His ways, 

worshiping only Him, and serving Him with all their heart and soul (22:5). 

            The Transjordan tribes built an altar as a witness to the nation and the coming 

generations. Though the river separated them, they were like the other tribes in their 

desire to honor Yahweh alone (22:27). As Joshua’s leadership role began to end, he 

called the entire nation to this commitment. They had a choice every day of worshiping 

the gods of the past or the gods of the present or the one, true God who had called 

them and given them their identity and their lives. As for Joshua and his family, they 

would serve Yahweh (24:15). 

            Choose today to rest in His grace and serve Him in love. 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021—Joshua 19-21 

            The world increasingly divides the sacred and the secular. They define certain 

things as religious or holy and assign them to houses of worship or certain days of the 

week. The rest of life occurs outside those religious buildings or special days. Work, 

family, recreation, and daily life are separate and disconnected from what happens 

before God. 

            God sees no divide between the sacred and the secular. All of life happens in 

His sight. When the people surveyed the land and assigned their plots, the sacred and 

secular came together. Joshua, the leader of the nation, and Eleazar, the priest, along 

with the fathers of the tribes stood before Yahweh to divide the land (19:51). Every tribe 

had a representative. Every tribe received a portion. Every tribe had hope and a future. 

Arriving in the Promised Land was not the goal. Receiving His promise, stewarding His 

gifts, providing for family and others, and worshiping Him was the goal. 

            At the start, God had them set aside six cities of refuge (20:1-9), acknowledging 

that tragedy would occur as the people lived before a holy God in a broken world. These 

cities would provide safety and justice. In addition, they set aside land for the Levites 

(21:3-42). Some might wonder why they were giving up portions of what God had just 

given. Others might be jealous or frustrated. The wise and grateful would realize every 

bit of it belonged to Yahweh, and He was gracious to give any of it to anyone. 

            Pray for a life that does everything with God as the audience. 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021—Joshua 16-18 

            When a family goes on camping trip, they make lots of plans and pack a variety 

of supplies. When they arrive, there is great excitement about the arrival and what 



adventures await. For the trip to be successful, everyone gets to work. They unpack. 

They gather firewood. They secure their belongings. This is not a hotel where the work 

is done by others. 

            Joshua described the activity of the nation as they arrived in their new home. He 

highlighted the personal responsibility of every tribe when he noted that some did not 

drive out completely the nations who lived in the land previously (16:10, 17:13). God 

had given them this specific command, and they were not able to do it. This would 

cause problems later. 

            As the leader, Joshua gave people their assignments, but he did not do the work 

for them. He emphasized the value of hard work as he sent the people to their land and 

told them to develop it (17:15, 18:3). There was no need to complain about lack of land. 

They could enhance what God gave. There was no reason to be idle. God had given 

them a task. Work is good. 

            The people prioritized worship as they set up the Tabernacle for the first time in 

Shiloh (18:1). Work without worship was a waste of time. Their identity was not in the 

land or their labor but in the Lord. 

            Thank God for the new life He has given you in Christ and the work for which He 

has gifted you in His Kingdom. 

Monday, March 15, 2021—Joshua 13-15 

            Joshua was old, but there remained work to do (13:1). While his physical and 

mental capabilities were diminishing, the call of God remained fresh and active among 

the people. Just as Moses had led the people and passed his authority to Joshua, the 

work would continue after Joshua’s death. God calls His people to rest, but that does 

not mean inactivity. There is always work to do to manage the blessings and 

responsibilities He gives. 

            Joshua made a detailed description of the land to which God had called the 

people. Joshua was the leader for the generation, but God was the giver of all good 

things and the true leader on whom they all depended. The name of every mountain top 

and valley floor along with every large town and tiny village was proof of God’s 

unending love and unfailing promises. His people had tangible proof of His ability to 

liberate and provide. This record was a call to worship God and to live faithfully. 

            Caleb was living proof of this reality. He and Joshua had believed 40 years 

earlier God could give them the land, and only he and Joshua remained alive. God had 

promised Caleb a special inheritance because of his faith, and Joshua gave him what 

God intended (14:6-15). 

            Thank God for the inheritance of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Pray for an 

awareness of the gifting and calling He has placed on your life so you can glorify Him in 

worship and can bless others in serving them. 

Sunday, March 14, 2021—Joshua 10-12 

            The natural world displays its power with regularity. Flood waters rise, and the 

residents of a city try desperately to stop it. A drought bakes the land, and grasshopper 

swarms strip the fields bare. An earthquake shakes foundations and emotions. Humans 

are helpless against it. 



            The residents of Canaan must have felt a similar powerlessness as Joshua led 

his people into their new home. God was leading the way and providing great victory. 

Large cities fell. Powerful armies failed. Alliances of kings and people were no match for 

Israel. What God had promised was coming true. What God commanded, the people 

completed. 

            God had removed the evil and unbelief in the land and replaced it with the 

people He had chosen as His own. On the west side of the Jordan as well as the east, 

God had displaced the rule of 31 different kings (12:24) to give His people a place to 

develop their future. History would have forgotten many of those rulers and nations if 

Joshua had not recorded the powerful action of Yahweh for His people. God deserved 

all the glory. 

            The land rested from war (11:23), and the people received their inheritance. 

Their new lives in their new homes could begin. Their work could transition from 

conquering to cultivation. The challenge God set before them was to remain faithful to 

Him as they grew fruitful and comfortable. Their God in victory was also God of daily 

routine. 

            Thank God for the victory He provides in Jesus. Live with faithful discipline and 

gratitude for all He is and deserves. 

Saturday, March 13, 2021—Joshua 7-9 

            Cancer is often a silent killer. The cells grow undetected. When the symptoms 

manifest themselves, the rogue cells are often at a stage where little can be done to 

save the life. The unseen enemy leads to suffering. 

            Joshua and the Israelites won a great victory against Jericho by walking around 

the city in faith. When Joshua sent a small contingent to fight the people of Ai, they were 

routed. When Joshua went to God in prayer, God told Joshua there was a hidden 

cancer at work within the people. Someone had coveted the treasures of Jericho that 

belonged only to God. That sin in the camp could not be tolerated. It had to be purged. 

            Achan confessed to taking a few items, but he had buried them in his tent. The 

temptation was too great, but he had to hide what he took. He could not enjoy in the 

open what God had forbidden, but then his sin became clear to the entire nation. One 

man’s folly brought judgment on the whole family. Sin always brings trouble. There is no 

“little” sin, and there are always consequences beyond the sinner. Sin contaminates 

community. 

            If Achan had been obedient and patient, he could have had the spoils of war 

(8:2). Instead, he faced the penalty of sin. When God is not enough to satisfy us (the 

first Commandment), nothing else will satisfy. The cancer of covetousness (the tenth 

Commandment) will eat us alive. 

            Tell God He is enough. Pray for joy-filled satisfaction and obedience to His call. 

Friday, March 12, 2021—Joshua 4-6 

            Treasure maps have an “X” to mark the spot where the hunter will find the prize. 

Memorial plaques and statues identify the location where someone or something 

significant occurred. Remembering the past is a valuable tool for living in the present 

and preparing for the future. 



            When Joshua led the people into the Promised Land, God parted the Jordan 

River so they could walk over on dry land. God told Joshua to have one man from each 

tribe of Israel take a stone from the bed of the Jordan River and make a memorial 

where they camped the first night. Future generations would see that marker and tell the 

story of how those stones made their way from the river to dry ground (4:6, 22). 

            God was acting in the present on promises from the past to build a people for 

the future who would fear His name. God’s people were now home. He had rolled away 

the reproach of being slaves (5:9). The families gave their male children the sign of the 

covenant, acting in the present on promises from the past to set the course for the 

future. 

            In a humbling encounter, Joshua learned that their power would come not from 

God’s being on their side but on Israel’s being on God’s side (5:14). As a result, Joshua 

led the people to conquer Jericho through God’s unusual strategy—circling the city and 

shouting on the seventh day. 

            Remember what God has done. Tell others of His glory. Live in holiness and 

faith. 


