
Monday, March 11, 2019—Joshua 1-3 

            Parents make promises to their children about going to the zoo or 

getting a video-game system. Friends make promises to friends about loyalty 

and plans. These promises are part of the powerful glue that cement the 

relationship. Imagine, then, the power of these words God Himself spoke to 

Joshua: “I promise you what I promised Moses . . .” (1:3). 

            God assured Joshua of His calling to Him, and He charged Joshua to be 

strong and courageous and to study the Law day and night (1:6-9). God called 

Joshua powerfully to lead the people, but Joshua needed to walk faithfully 

with God each day, fueling Himself with the word of God and relying on the 

peace and power of His continual presence. 

            Joshua sent in spies to help develop a plan for taking the land. The 

original spies 40 years earlier had come back with stories of the size of the 

people and the bounty of the land. These new spies met a prostitute. The 

original spies could not imagine God’s being able to deliver the land to them. 

In contrast, Rahab knew God was unstoppable (2:9). The people were living in 

terror. God had not changed. For 40 years, the people wandered because they 

doubted the same God the Canaanites feared. 

            To enter the land, Joshua charged the priests carrying the Ark to step 

into the Jordan River first. When they did, the water stopped flowing, and the 

people entered the land. As with the Exodus, God was leading His people 

miraculously through water to a new life of freedom. 

            Praise God for His powerful promises for daily freedom and hope. 

Sunday, March 10, 2019—Deuteronomy 32-34 

            In Deuteronomy 31, God told Moses to write a song and teach it to the 

Israelites so it would serve as a testimony against them. They would sing of 

God’s faithfulness and recognize their own faithlessness. God knew the power 

of music and the power of community, and He wanted this combination to stir 



His people to repentance and obedience. 

            Their singing would recount the creative ability of God and His 

choosing Israel out of all the nations of the earth. They would also sing of their 

growing comfortable in His blessing and complacent because of that ease. 

Their lack of discipline led them to idols and foreign gods (32:16-17). In doing 

so, the rightfully aroused the jealousy of God because they gave to other gods 

what was rightfully His—their sole allegiance and worship. 

            They would also sing of God’s endurance. When all the idols and the 

nations that promoted them had passed away, God would remain (32:37-39). 

Moses taught them the song and urged Joshua to pass along faithfully the 

truth God had given them and expected of them (32:44-47). Moses then 

blessed each tribe (as Jacob had done for his sons) and concluded by turning 

their attention to the majesty and uniqueness of Yahweh and their blessedness 

in knowing Him (33:1-29). 

            Praise God today for those leaders who have shared truth with you, 

shaped your walk with Christ, and called you to repentance. Pray for your 

church family to walk faithfully and sing joyously as you gather for worship. 

 Saturday, March 9, 2019—Deuteronomy 29-31 

            John Piper espouses a mindset he calls Christian Hedonism. He 

believes the chief end of man is to glorify God by enjoying Him forever. God, 

he says, has made us to know Him and to experience our highest joy by 

bringing glory to God. Thus, obedience benefits both God and man. 

            Moses said the same to Israel as he prepared the new generation of 

leaders to enter the Promised Land. “Therefore, obey the terms of this 

covenant so that you will prosper in everything you do” (29:9). This is not akin 

to the prosperity gospel preached by many leaders in contemporary settings. 

God is not promising lucrative careers, comfortable homes, and fat bank 

accounts for his obedient people. He is, however, promising the richest 



experience known to man because He has made them for Him. 

            Because they were His covenant people, He promised great devastation 

if they did not live by the covenant (29:16-28). Either way, their lives would be 

a testimony to the greatness of God. They had a choice as to whether they 

would enjoy Him and His blessings or face judgment. 

            Moses made clear God’s desire. “The Lord your God will delight in you 

if you obey his voice and keep the commands and laws written in the Book of 

the Law and if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul” 

(30:10). Imagine that. Simple people bring delight to eternal God. 

            Pray for strength and courage (31:7, 23) to obey the Lord. Praise Him 

for the joy He promises. 

Friday, March 8, 2019—Deuteronomy 26-28 

            Worship is an act of the soul, the will, and the body. When God’s people 

harvested from the land, they brought a tithe to the priests, saying, “With this 

gift I acknowledge that the Lord your God has brought me into the land he 

swore to give our ancestors” (26:3). Then, they recounted the history of Jacob 

and the deliverance of God. They placed the offering before God and 

worshiped Him (26:11). This required walking away from the harvest, coming 

to Jerusalem, making a public statement of faith and worship, and then 

joining with community. With their whole lives, the people of God are to 

acknowledge the work God does. In return, His people receive praise, honor, 

and renown—being holy as promised (26:19). 

            When they entered the land, they built an altar of plaster-covered 

stones on which they wrote the Law. Then, they shouted back-and-forth across 

the Jordan about the curses that God would bring on those who shirked His 

principles (27:11-26). Worship is corporate, as is accountability. 

            God made clear His blessings (28:1-14) and curses (28:15-68) on every 

area of life contingent on their obedience. “If you obey the commands of the 



Lord your God and walk in His ways, the Lord your God will establish you as 

his holy people as he solemnly promised to do. Then all the nations of the 

world will see that you are a people claimed by the Lord, and they will stand in 

awe of you” (28:9-10). 

            Pray for a life of worship, accountability, holiness, and blessing. 

 Thursday, March 7, 2019—Deuteronomy 23-25 

            When God makes His people holy, He gives them purity and wholeness 

the world cannot provide or fully define. God, therefore, made regulations 

about those who could and could not come to the worship assembly (23:1-7) 

because their outward status symbolized what He allowed and didn’t allow in 

His presence. These people could certainly place their trust in Yahweh and be 

righteous in His eyes, but the community had a standard to uphold together 

for the glory of God. This may seem uncomfortable or unfair, but God is not 

obligated to allow anyone into His presence. His grace, however, makes a way 

for man to come to Him. 

            In a series of miscellaneous ideas (23:9-25:19), God calls His people to 

lives of justice and faith. They were to do what was right in God’s eyes, not 

what was always convenient, expedient, or successful. They were to promote 

justice for Jew and alien alike. They were, above all, to live by faith that 

Yahweh was aware of all and would care for them. They were to build their 

marriages, families, and businesses on faith and His principles to glorify Him. 

“Those who cheat with dishonest weights and measures are detestable to the 

Lord your God” (25:16). 

            The people were to be gracious as God had been gracious, yet God told 

them never to forget what the Ammonites and Moabites (23:3-6) and the 

Amalekites (25:17-19) had done to them. There was no fear of God in these 

people, and Israel could never grow comfortable with that. 

            Thank God for His grace that makes us holy and useful to Him. 



Wednesday, March 6, 2019—Deuteronomy 20-22 

            On March 6, 1836, the Battle of the Alamo ended, after 13 days during 

which a small band of rebels held off a much larger Mexican army. Men like 

James Bowie and Davy Crockett encouraged the men from the beginning until 

their demise, promoting the cause of freedom. Though the Alamo was a 

Spanish mission, there were no priests involved in battle. 

            In contrast, God told His priests to speak to the troops before any battle 

(20:2). He was to remind them the Lord was going into battle with them and 

would fight against the enemy. After this priestly blessing and reminder, the 

officers would then address the troops. Every battle in life—whether physical, 

relational, occupational, intellectual, or emotional—is under the view of God 

and, thus, has a spiritual element. What peace comes from knowing He sees 

and He fights the enemies of His people. 

            God told Moses to speak to a variety of issues and situations in 

Deuteronomy 21-22. These scenarios illustrate God’s awareness of all facets of 

life and His desire to be honored in all of them. He wants His people to live 

with integrity and to display holiness. That affects how they dress. That colors 

how they relate to one another emotionally, sexually, and financially. That 

motivates parents to raise their children in godliness and with high 

expectations and to treat them with respect and gentleness. 

            Praise God for being willing to fight every battle. Pray for your lifestyle 

to reflect His holiness and to be a blessing to those around you. 

  

Tuesday, March 5, 2019—Deuteronomy 17-19 

            Mardi Gras, meaning “fat Tuesday” in French, is a day of revelry in 

many parts of the world, that precedes Ash Wednesday, a day of 

contemplation, confession, and prayer. Ash Wednesday begins Lent, a season 

of self-denial and reflection leading up to Easter. The participants 



acknowledge the price of sin is high and only fulfilled by Jesus. 

            God has always commanded His people to take note of sin and to purge 

it from their midst. In Deuteronomy 17, He told them to take to the outskirts 

anyone accused and convicted of idolatry and stone them (17:1-7). If someone 

committed murder, he had to be brought back to his hometown and killed 

(19:12). They could not excuse this sin, or it would only grow worse. Sin is 

costly, and the price has always been death. 

            Guilt was not established from hearsay but from the word of witnesses 

(17:6, 19:15). They would tell the truth and rely on others to do the same. False 

witnesses would receive the punishment intended for the accused (19:19), 

cleansing the land from evil. 

            Leaders would set the pace for the nation to avoid sin and to embrace 

all God was and wanted for them. As a result, God said the king was not to 

build a large stable of horses but to rely on Him (17:17). He was to write in his 

own hand his personal copy of the Law. He was God’s representative and 

servant, and his faithfulness or lack thereof was critical. 

            Ask God to reveal and remove any sin you have harbored. 

   

Sunday, March 10, 2019—Deuteronomy 32-34 

 In Deuteronomy 31, God told Moses to write a song and teach it to the 

Israelites so it would serve as a testimony against them. They would sing of 

God’s faithfulness and recognize their own faithlessness. God knew the power 

of music and the power of community, and He wanted this combination to stir 

His people to repentance and obedience. 

 Their singing would recount the creative ability of God and His choosing 

Israel out of all the nations of the earth. They would also sing of their growing 

comfortable in His blessing and complacent because of that ease. Their lack of 



discipline led them to idols and foreign gods (32:16-17). In doing so, the 

rightfully aroused the jealousy of God because they gave to other gods what 

was rightfully His—their sole allegiance and worship. 

 They would also sing of God’s endurance. When all the idols and the 

nations that promoted them had passed away, God would remain (32:37-39). 

Moses taught them the song and urged Joshua to pass along faithfully the 

truth God had given them and expected of them (32:44-47). Moses then 

blessed each tribe (as Jacob had done for his sons) and concluded by turning 

their attention to the majesty and uniqueness of Yahweh and their blessedness 

in knowing Him (33:1-29). 

 Praise God today for those leaders who have shared truth with you, 

shaped your walk with Christ, and called you to repentance. Pray for your 

church family to walk faithfully and sing joyously as you gather for worship. 

 


