
Tuesday, August 4, 2020—2 Kings 22-25 

            Great moves of God throughout the centuries have often come because of the 

prayers and obedience of teenagers and young adults. One of the earliest revivals 

came when King Josiah, who was only 26, heard the words of the Book of the Law and 

realized how far he and his people had strayed from God’s ideals and blessing because 

of their disobedience. 

            God spoke to Josiah through His messenger, acknowledging the king’s 

repentance and promising specific blessing to him. God was not going to reverse 

course and relent from punishing the nation. Nonetheless, Josiah stood before the 

people and read from the Book of the Law and called the people to renew their 

covenant. King Josiah destroyed the idols and places of worship that corrupted the land 

and did away with the priests who misled the people (23:1-28). God was not going to 

remove His judgment, but that was no reason for the people to continue walking in 

unrighteousness. A holy God deserved a holy people. 

            After Josiah’s death, the country began to unravel, just as God said. A king was 

taken to Egypt. Foreign armies invaded and destroyed. God was removing from His 

holy land the sin that so many had committed (24:3-4). The kings following Josiah did 

not share Josiah’s convictions. They did evil in God’s sight unwittingly affirming the 

judgment God was allowing. “So Judah went into captivity away from her land” (25:21b). 

            No matter the circumstances, God deserves the devotion, affection, and worship 

of His people. Pray for holiness, faithfulness, and adoration to be constant in your life. 

Monday, August 3, 2020—Habakkuk 1-3 

            God is not afraid of our questions. We can come to Him with inquiries about 

what He is doing or how we should live or why there are difficulties. He is not offended 

by our wanting to know Him better. The question is whether we will be satisfied by the 

answers He gives. 

            Habakkuk wanted to know how long God was going to allow the rampant 

destruction, violence, lawlessness, and injustice so displeasing to God (1:2-4). Yahweh 

answered, “You’re not going to believe what I’m going to do” (1:5). He was raising up 

the Babylonians, “guilty men whose own strength is their god” (1:11b). Habakkuk 

responded with further questions about how God could look on something so evil (1:13). 

He concluded with a decision to wait on God’s response (2:1). 

            God told Habakkuk he was going to use Babylon as an example of self-

consuming pride. Babylon would gather much and lose it all. They were a living 

example of what Israel had done to themselves—taking the blessings of God, walking 

away from faithfulness to God, and then losing everything by their prideful folly and 

intentional wickedness. 

            Habakkuk was humbled by God’s faithfulness and His willingness to answer. 

“Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord. Renew them in 

our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy” (3:1). He was willing 

to wait patiently for Babylon’s fall (3:16) and take joy in God no matter how bad things 

might be (3:17-18). 

            Thank God for listening to and answering prayer. 



Sunday, August 2, 2020—Zephaniah 1-3 

            After Hezekiah’s reign ended, Manasseh led Israel for more than 50 years of 

spiritual decline. His son Amon followed him and continued the deterioration. Then, 

Amon’s son Josiah came to the throne and made a discovery that brought revival to the 

land. During Josiah’s reign, God called Zephaniah to prophesy to His people. 

            The renewal Josiah was leading was valuable because it honored God. The 

collective sin of generations in Judah and the ongoing sin for the unrepentant, however, 

were so heavy the revival would not overcome it. The great Day of the Lord was near 

(1:14). What Judah had seen happen to Israel, their northern cousins, at the hands of 

the Assyrians would soon happen to them at the hands of Babylon. Zephaniah urged 

the humble to seek the Lord. “Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 

sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger” (2:3b). 

            God’s people had been prideful. The surrounding nations had thought highly of 

themselves. “She said to herself, ‘I am, and there is none besides me’” (2:15b). They 

would all face God’s judgment and be humbled before Him. Despite God’s call for 

humility and correction (3:7), Jerusalem, too, would face His judgment. His purpose was 

clear. He wanted people to be in right relationship with Him (3:10-13). “Then will I purify 

the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the Lord and serve him 

shoulder to shoulder” (3:9). 

            Pray for a life of humility and devotion to God above all else. 

Saturday, August 1, 2020—2 Kings 20-21 

            Isaiah’s prophetic ministry spanned decades, and his book is one of the longest 

in Scripture. Many scholars have seen the tone of the first 39 chapters of Isaiah to be 

more about the guilt, shame, and judgment of Israel and the final 27 to be about the 

hope God gives. The events of 2 Kings 20 comprise those final two chapters of Isaiah’s 

judgment narrative. 

            Hezekiah was faithful to God unlike any king before him since King David (see 2 

Kings 18:5). When foreign invaders threatened, Hezekiah sought the Lord, and He 

provided deliverance in a powerful way. Outside attacks are not too much for God to 

overcome or for His people to endure. 

            When Hezekiah became ill, and Isaiah told him he was going to die, Hezekiah 

again turned to God in prayer and asked for deliverance from this internal enemy. God 

granted his appeal. He even gave a sign (20:11). 

            What happened next revealed the true internal enemy for Hezekiah, Israel, and 

all humanity. When Hezekiah learned that Babylon would one day invade, he was not 

troubled because it would not happen in his lifetime (20:19). Lurking in the depths of his 

soul was selfish pride. When his son, Manasseh, became king he demonstrated self-

centeredness profoundly as he abandoned faithfulness to Yahweh and made idolatry a 

common practice (21:1-17). The destructive nature of sin and its effect on the people 

and the land illustrated God’s need to judge the guilty, but through Isaiah He gave hope 

for the faithful remnant. 

            Praise God for His faithfulness to remove enemies and give hope. 

Friday, July 31, 2020—Nahum 1-3 



            Imagine a young child facing threats from the playground bully. He’s scared 

because the bully is bigger and stronger. He’s also feeling a bit ashamed and 

remorseful because he instigated the conflict—taunting the bully and his friends. Then, 

imagine the PE teacher—a former professional athlete with a genuine love for kids—

speaking to the bully on behalf of the frightened, guilty youngster. How does the little 

one feel now? 

            This is the story of Nahum. No other prophet speaks directly and solely to a 

foreigner, but Nahum speaks to Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian empire. Israel 

was guilty of sin and deserved punishment, but Nineveh could not live in blind ignorance 

and think they would escape judgment for their cruel treatment of God’s people. “The 

Lord is slow to anger and great in power. He will not leave the guilty unpunished. His 

way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his feet” (1:3). 

            Nineveh would be destroyed by their sin, and Judah would be free once more 

(1:14-15). Evil would not triumph. Yahweh declared He was against Nineveh (2:13, 3:5). 

Their thirst for power was driven by sinful pride and spiritual forces of evil. The 

thunderous sounds of their chariots and oppressive weight of their armor would come to 

an end. God had destroyed other global powers. Nineveh’s fortresses would be like 

tender fig trees before Him, and everyone would celebrate their fall (3:19). 

            Jesus stepped into our world to declare that sin would not win. Praise God for 

His ability to overcome, forgive, heal, and restore. 

Thursday, July 30, 2020—Micah 5-7 

            God works in powerful ways through unlikely sources to bring glory to His name. 

From a childless wanderer, Abraham, came a nation of people, Israel. From the family 

of a pagan prostitute, Rahab, came David, the greatest king of Israel. God works 

through the faith of the smallest and least significant to exalt Himself and provide for His 

people. 

            Though Micah prophesied judgment for Israel, he also shared a promise for the 

future. From the smallest tribe and the smallest town would come a ruler who would 

shepherd the people in the strength of Yahweh. “And they will live securely, for then his 

greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace” (5:4b-5a). What 

they sought in the idols God would provide through a flesh-and-blood Savior. What they 

tried to provide in their own effort God would provide from His riches. 

            Before that deliverance, there had to be acknowledgement of sin and atonement 

for it. God had always wanted people who acted justly, loved mercy, and walked humbly 

with Him (6:8). His people, however, had been faithful in outward religious action but 

were dead in their souls. Their spiritual weakness manifested itself in their cultural 

decay (6:9-7:6). God was going to cleanse the land, and Israel’s enemies would gloat. 

            God would have the last word. “Because I have sinned against him, I will bear 

the Lord’s wrath, until he pleads my case and establishes my right. He will bring me out 

into the light; I will see his righteousness” (7:9). 

            Praise God for His delight in showing mercy (7:18). 

Wednesday, July 29, 2020—Micah 1-4 

            Micah prophesied during the same time as Isaiah and came to the same 



conclusions. The people of God needed to change. Like a prosecuting attorney, God 

presented His evidence through Micah. 

            The northern kingdom had a place of worship, Samaria, and the southern 

kingdom had Jerusalem. Both peoples claimed to be devoted to God, yet both sites 

dedicated to Yahweh were littered with idols and shrines to false gods. God was going 

to bring both places down. The people were going to mourn watching their children go 

into exile (1:16). 

            God’s people may have disagreed with God and given Him examples of their 

religious devotion, yet God saw how they dealt with such evil toward one another in 

daily life (2:1-2). He saw the false prophets who were willing to say whatever pleased 

the people (2:6-11). He saw the leaders who took advantage of the people rather than 

serving them (3:1-3). Every area of influence was corrupted (3:11). 

            Micah saw a day coming when God would restore His people and His city. 

There would be peace once again, and God Himself would teach His people His ways. 

“Though all the peoples each walk in the name of their gods, we will walk in the name of 

the Lord our God for ever and ever” (4:5). There would be temporary pain (4:10), but 

God was going to work it all for good. 

            What evidence does your life display of the lordship of Christ over you? Pray for 

holiness and devotion to saturate every area of your life. 


