
Thursday, July 29, 2021—Micah 1-4 

            If jumping to conclusions were an Olympic event, the medal podium would be 

crowded with gold-medal winners. The social media world allows people to see a 

moment or read one comment and then pass judgment. Without knowing context or 

details, people seem to know all. 

            Micah was not guilty of this hasty commentary. He observed God’s people in the 

northern and southern kingdoms for decades (1:1). His words of condemnation were 

well deserved. He had seen countless instances of injustice, violence, and evil 

committed by people who claimed to belong to God (2:1-2). These people hated good 

and loved evil but would cry out to God when the consequences of their sin caught up to 

them. Micah assured them God would not hear their cries (3:4). 

            For too long, the spiritual leaders of the people had performed their roles in 

order for selfish gain, not for the growth and blessing of the people (3:10-11). They were 

convinced their religious words and spiritual titles would shield them from any evil. God 

was taking the long view and counting their numerous sins against them. They could not 

have been more mistaken. They would soon fall under the oppression of Babylon 

(4:10). 

            If one jumped to conclusion, he would think God was going to wash His hands of 

His people. That could not be more wrong. He was working a plan that would cleanse 

the land of sin and redeem His people from captivity. They would return, and Jerusalem 

would have global glory (4:1-8). Praise God for His justice and His ability to restore. 

Wednesday, July 28, 2021—Isaiah 64-66 

            Children become adults and realize being an adult is hard. They long for the 

“good ol’ days” of life without bills, sleepovers with friends, and late-night movie 

marathons. Older adults watch the culture change around them and pine for former 

days when things were better. Their nostalgia blinds them to the difficulties they faced 

even in those times. 

            God was preparing Israel for a time of restoration after their captivity in Babylon. 

He was promising to restore them to the Promised Land and to prominence. God was 

not, however, promising to make things like they used to be. Those days were tainted. 

Those practices were flawed. 

            God was going to do a new thing in the near future and in the distant future. In 

the near future, they would come home, but in the distant future God foresaw a day 

when He would make a new heaven and a new earth (65:17). The people would 

flourish, and lives would be long. Before they even called out to God in prayer, He 

would hear them (65:24). These would not be the “good ol’ days.” They would be 

magnificently better. 

            In that day, the nations will worship Yahweh in Jerusalem. In that day, Israel will 

be exalted among the nations. In that day, God’s enemies will face eternal punishment 

(66:1-24). These will not be the “good ol’ days” but something always longed for and 

finally found. 

            Praise God for His power to restore and re-create. Thank Him for the hope He 

gives and the endurance that comes from His hope. 



Tuesday, July 27, 2021—Isaiah 61-63 

            Jesus grew up in Nazareth. He was a carpenter’s son. Many in the town knew 

him because the population was quite small. When His ministry began, he relocated 

himself to Capernaum to be in a more strategic place for ministry and Kingdom 

expansion. One day, He went back home, and the synagogue leader asked Jesus to 

read from the scroll of Isaiah. He read a portion of Isaiah 61 and said He was the 

fulfillment of its prophecy. 

            Jesus was implementing the great exchange God had promised—beauty for 

ashes, joy for mourning, and praise for heaviness (61:3). Isaiah had seen the day 

coming when God would send His Servant to restore His glory in Israel, and the world 

would take notice. God would clothe His people in righteousness and praise to their 

great delight. 

            God, too, would take delight once again in Israel. Israel and God would have an 

intimacy like that of husband and wife (62:4). God’s desire was to use Israel as a 

blessing to the world and as the message to all of how He transforms those who trust 

Him. 

            To make this restoration possible, God is going to come and crush His enemies. 

Jesus began the process with His inauguration of the Kingdom through His ministry, 

death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. Jesus will complete it when He comes back a 

second time. God alone can accomplish this work of justice and faithful love (63:1-6). 

            Praise God for His faithfulness to save through the work of Jesus. Pray for 

faithfulness to His message and His mission. 

Monday, July 26, 2021—Isaiah 58-60 

            Teachers work extremely hard to make the classroom experience enjoyable. 

They use decoration and furniture to create a learning environment. They use a variety 

of technologies and techniques to appeal to various learning styles. They want their 

teaching to bring change. 

            If the classroom time is positive, but the students don’t do their homework and 

don’t change over time, the classroom has been a waste. They may have developed 

relationships and shared good times, but they did not meet the goal of changed lives. 

Lack of change was Israel’s problem. 

            God knew Israel delighted to be in His presence and come to His Temple (58:2), 

but they were not godly in their everyday lives. They did not care for the weak and 

vulnerable. Their fasting before God did not make them caring and compassionate. 

When they began to seek His face and not His hand, there would be change. When 

they wanted to be a blessing rather than receive a blessing, the Sabbath would take on 

fresh meaning. 

            Isaiah said God looked among His people and saw that there was no one who 

could become this man, so He worked out salvation and righteousness Himself (59:16-

20). Jesus stands in the place of sinners so He can become the pathway to salvation 

and delight in God. He makes a way for the least to become mighty and the simple to 

be His glory (60:1-22). 

            Pray that your life will find joy in God on Sunday as well as throughout the week. 



Pray that your delight in Him will bless others. 

Sunday, July 25, 2021—Isaiah 55-57 

            Hide-and-seek is a favorite game for children. One person covers his eyes and 

counts while the other players hide. Then, the seeker tries to find the hiders before they 

can return safely to base. 

            Isaiah encouraged his fellow Israelites to seek Yahweh while they could find Him 

(55:6). God was not playing a celestial game of hide-and-seek, trying to conceal 

Himself. God was nearer and more available than ever. They were experiencing 

discipline that was forcing them to assess what they found valuable and how they had 

placed too much trust in human leaders and too much faith in lifeless idols. The time 

was right to affirm that Yahweh was worthy of their repentance and devotion. 

            God not only wanted them to seek Him. He wanted them to align their lives once 

again with Him and commune with Him. He promised the eunuch that he would have 

children and the foreigner that he would have a family (56:1-8). God can do the 

impossible in those who trust Him, but they will only find His power and provision in 

observing His Sabbath. 

            Pagan religion and unrighteous leaders were everywhere. God condemned 

them. He was the only true God and righteous Leader, and they needed to seek Him 

while they had the chance. God promised to heal them (57:19) if they returned to Him. 

            Thank God for His patience and faithfulness. Praise Him for His willingness to 

forgive and restore. Pray for true commitment to His ways and true joy in knowing His 

heart. 

Saturday, July 24, 2021—Isaiah 52-54 

            Tim Keller regularly reminded his congregation that the gospel was good news, 

not good advice. Advice is something one person offers to another with the idea that it 

could be helpful. Someone can take part of the advice and ignore others. News, on the 

other hand, is fact. One can ignore it, but it doesn’t change the news. One can receive it 

and live by its reality. 

            Isaiah had prophesied the destruction of God’s people because of their sin. 

They had given themselves away to other gods and to sinful practice freely. It cost them 

greatly, but God was going to redeem them at no cost to them themselves (52:3). 

Imagine the impact of the words of redemption. The good news would fall on the ears of 

scattered, broken people like rain falling on dry land, like balm on cracked lips. Yahweh 

was victorious over their enemies and was king over all (52:5). 

            God’s people paid nothing for this victory. God paid it all. His Servant endured 

brutality to bring healing to His people (52:13-53:5). He bore the sin and interceded for 

the guilty (53:12). He was the sacrifice sin required and the priest who offered it. As a 

result, the relationship with God is restored (54:1-8). His kindness and peace, assured 

(54:10-17). This is good news that leads to life, not simple advice for being a better 

person. 

            Praise God for the price Jesus paid for our sin and the new life He gives. Live in 

the peace and power of this good news. 

Friday, July 23, 2021—Isaiah 49-51 



            God has always planned for His people to spread His message to the ends of 

the earth (49:6). The news will not spread by itself. Like light, the message will be 

powerful and effective when declared by His heralds. 

            The problem arises when His people, His messengers, are living as people of 

the dark. This is why the prophets called Israel to repentance. They were not living up to 

their design. They were not knowing God in His fullness. They were keeping His good 

news from the people of the world. 

            Their sin was condemning them. The judgment would make them feel as if God 

were forsaking them, though He wasn’t. Just as a woman cannot forget her nursing 

child, God would never forget His people (49:15). God was all-powerful and would be 

able to redeem them from any captivity. He could gather from anywhere their sin and its 

consequences would scatter them. His word will sustain the weary (50:4). 

            How can God accomplish all of this? When His people have wandered, who will 

bring them back? His Servant will accomplish perfectly what Israel failed to do. The 

Servant will take the punishment which sin brings. He will suffer the disgrace intended 

for Israel (50:4-9). Israel’s tormentors will face the judgment of God Himself (51:22-23). 

            Thank God for His Servant, Jesus, who rescues us from the judgment of our 

own making. Live in the freedom He brings and declare the good news to those who are 

near to you but who are far from God. 


