
   

Thursday, January 21, 2021—Job 18-20 

            Quite often during discussions or arguments, the parties are not 

listening to one another. They are simply waiting for their turn to talk or, worse, 

are talking over one another. In the end, they are accomplishing nothing. They 

want people to hear them. They hear nothing themselves. 

            Job’s friends had arrived in nobility. They sat in silence for a week with 

their anguished friend. When Job began to talk, they didn’t listen. They told him 

truths about God, but they didn’t listen to Job’s words or understand his 

perspective. Job was finding no help from them, and he told them as much. Not 

surprisingly, Bildad said Job treated his friends with contempt (18:3), and Bildad 

predicted a dire future for Job (18:11-21). 

            Is this the way friends should treat one another? Of course not. Those 

who have the Spirit of Christ in them especially have the power within them to 

be patient and compassionate. They can listen with care while at the same time 

pointing to the truth of Scripture. Job and his friends were allowing the situation 

to drive them apart rather than unite them. 

            Job was broken—emotionally and physically. He simply needed pity 

from his friends (19:21). His friends were trying to explain his dilemma so he 

could repent and move on. What if God were doing something bigger (which He 

was) and wanted the friends to sympathize instead of moralize? 

            Let the certainty of seeing God (19:25-26) help you endure sorrow and 

difficulty. Help bear that heaviness for others you know. 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021—Job 14-17 

            To know God and to consider His holiness and His power is a humbling 

experience. As Job endured the emotional weight and physical toll of his 

condition, he compared his human frailty to the eternal strength of God. A 

sprout often comes from the stump of a tree, but man only has one opportunity 

at life. Job was increasingly despondent (14:1-22). 

            Eliphaz was not moved by Job’s emotion. He, too, saw the weakness of 

man compared to God, and he couldn’t understand why Job was so cavalier in 



his approach to God (15:12-13). Both men agreed that God was powerful and 

that man was weak, but the two of them could not come to an agreement on 

how to express that or to walk through this difficult situation. Job’s friends were 

full of truth and void of compassion. 

            Job told them as much. “You’re all miserable comforters” (16:3). 

Nothing his friends had said was untrue, but none of it revealed a sin of which 

Job needed to repent or a pathway Job needed to walk for relief. 

            God wants His people to speak truth, but if it is not accompanied with 

love, the truth becomes a harsh weapon to assault people rather than a guiding 

hand to shape people. Love brings warmth and hope, but if truth does not 

accompany it, love becomes permission to continue in sin. 

            Thank God for truth and love. Pray for growth in both so you may exalt 

His holiness and comfort people in their struggles. 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021—Job 11-13 

            Job and his friends were at odds with one another. He was in pain, and 

they had come to comfort him. As he put words to his thoughts and the 

questions he had about his predicament, his friends continued to proclaim 

profound, foundational ideas about God and how He deals with people. They 

were all saying truth, but they couldn’t agree with one another. 

            Zophar, the third friend to speak to Job’s condition, rightly said that no 

man gets what he deserves (11:6). God is gracious with everyone. His wisdom 

and holiness are beyond comprehension, and Job’s claims of innocence were 

frustrating to Zophar. He was convinced Job had something hindering his 

relationship with God. If Job would confess it and repent of it, all would be well. 

            Job was not impressed with his friends’ comments (12:1-2, 13:1-5). He, 

too, knew these truths about God, and he did not dispute them. He was in 

anguish, and he had examined himself and couldn’t figure out the cause. He 

knew God was the source of wisdom, strength, counsel, and understanding 

(12:12-13). Without His leadership, a leader and his people were lost (12:24-

25). Job desired God and His truth more than anyone. 



            Job was steadfast. Even if God brought Job to death, Job had hope. He 

would be able to defend himself to God’s face (13:15). He begged God to 

reveal any flaw, to remove all fear, and to restore his peace with God (13:21-

34). Job trusted in the character of God Himself. 

            Praise God for being righteous, merciful, and loving. 

Monday, January 18, 2021—Job 8-10 

            Job was going through the most difficult time of his life. After a week of 

silence, his visiting friends began to discuss the reasons for and the meaning of 

Job’s suffering. Bildad asked the important question, “Does God pervert 

justice?” (8:3). 

            They all knew the answer immediately. No. God does nothing wrong. 

He does not twist what is right or change the rules. With that truth established, 

the friends had to ask, “Why is Job in this situation?” If God does nothing 

wrong, Job must have done something wrong. This was the continual 

conclusion of Job’s companions. Bildad urged Job to ask God how Job could 

repent so God could restore him. It seemed rather simple. 

            Job disagreed. God was the One who created all things. How can 

feeble man approach the One to who commands the sun and punishes the 

wicked? Job knew he could not stand before God and say he was perfect 

(9:20-21). He also knew he could not avoid the situation and try to comfort 

himself (9:27). Job needed someone to act like an umpire (9:33), to stand in the 

gap between him and God and to bring resolution. 

            Job would gladly admit to God that he was weak and was nothing 

compared to God. In his present misery, his life seemed meaningless. He was 

weary and wanted answers or relief. Only God could provide those. 

            Praise God for giving us Jesus to bridge the gap between our frailty and 

His majesty. Ask Jesus to point out sin so you can repent and grow. 

Sunday, January 17, 2021—Job 5-7 

            Today’s culture has lost the art of discussion and debate. No longer can 

two people have a constructive discussion about a topic—offering viewpoints 



and opinions, working toward persuasion or consensus. Instead, the world of 

social media has conditioned people to proclaim their views and vilify those 

who disagree. People surround themselves with like-minded fans and say 

things of their opponents they would never say face-to-face. 

            Job and his friends found themselves in a back-and-forth dialogue as a 

result of Job’s miserable condition. His children and possessions were gone, 

and they were trying to determine how to move forward. Eliphaz spoke first and 

shared sound truth about God. He said God was the one to whom Job needed 

to turn. God was the one who comforted the mourner and exalted the humble 

(5:11). God disciplines and corrects His children and protects them from harm 

(5:17-19). Eliphaz exalted God Almighty. 

            Job responded with questions and frustration. He knew those truths 

about God, but he could not understand why he was suffering as he was. If his 

friends could explain his situation, he would be quiet (6:24). The days were long 

and hopeless. He would gladly repent if he knew a sin that caused such sorrow. 

He put words of complaint to the deep feelings within (7:11). Job needed 

someone to listen and to provide a path to relief. 

            Give thanks that God is a God who listens to the cries of His children 

and Himself experienced the suffering of the human condition. Pray to be one 

who listens patiently and speaks compassionately. 

Saturday, January 16, 2021—Job 1-4 

            Job knew a profound truth—there is more to this life that what one can 

see. Job was one of the richest men in his world, but he was accountable to 

God. His money and possessions had great value and potential but did not give 

him spiritual security. He wanted to be right before God, and he wanted his 

children to be righteous as well. 

            Satan was convinced Job worshiped God because it was beneficial to 

him (1:11). When Job lost his possessions and children in a devastating series 

of events, he did not curse God. In fact, he humbly worshiped God (1:21-22). 

His trust in God and righteousness before Him remained though all else was 



gone. When his health failed, Job remained faithful, knowing God’s people will 

experience both good and evil with Him (2:10). 

            His friends came and suffered in silence with him for a week. The 

ministry of presence is one of the most valuable gifts someone can give to one 

who is hurting. Words are not necessary. Being there speaks volumes. When 

Job began to speak, he expressed his deepest sorrows and wondered why he 

was even alive (3:1-26). Ministering friends would have remained silent, spoken 

scriptural truth, or prayed for him, but Eliphaz decided it was time to help Job 

explore what sin he committed to receive such punishment. There are times to 

examine Scripture, compare life to that, and call for repentance. In the depths 

of misery is usually not that time. 

            Thank God for His blessings. Pray for a life of righteousness. 

Friday, January 15, 2021—Genesis 47-50 

            Everyone worships something. The person or thing that receives the 

heart’s affection, the mind’s attention, and the will’s allegiance is the master of 

that life, whether or not the servant recognizes it. Joseph had prophesied a 

famine in Egypt, and when it came, the people surrendered everything to 

Pharaoh. Their trust was in him. Their future, in his hands. 

            Joseph’s family, however, trusted in Yahweh. Even in the famine, Jacob 

flourished (47:27). They recognized Pharaoh as ruler of the land, but God 

Almighty was the Lord of their lives. As his life approached its end, Jacob 

blessed Joseph’s sons, and he then spoke blessing over his own sons. He told 

them to fulfill the plans God Almighty had given. They would take Jacob’s 

bones back to Canaan and one day return the family to its proper home. Their 

future was in God’s hands, not Pharaoh’s (48:1-49:33). 

            After Jacob’s death, his sons had to decide whether they trusted Joseph 

or God more. Jacob had blessed them and predicted a future, but Joseph was 

in charge of their present, and they feared he would exact revenge on them 

since their father was now gone. In grace, mercy, and wisdom, Joseph told 

them he was not vengeful. God had planned all of this for the survival of many 



 

people (50:20). He was not angry. He was grateful for God’s grace and 

sustaining power. This was true worship. 

            Thank God for His grace and mercy. Recognize Him as the giver of all 

things. Pray for a life of true worship that trusts and obeys.  

  

 

 
  

 


