
Tuesday, July 14, 2020—Isaiah 22-24 

            Like a target, God has been drawing a circle around Jerusalem, the capital city of Judah, the place 

where His Temple sits. Through Isaiah, He has prophesied the destruction of God’s enemies, beginning with 

far away places like Babylon and Egypt but drawing ever closer with places like Philistia, Moab, and 

Damascus. Then, He speaks to Jerusalem and says that she, too, will fall. His people had accomplished 

much, but they had forgotten the One who gave them everything they had (22:11). 

            God’s people were not alone in facing judgment. He had mentioned many countries already, but He 

continued after His prophecy against Jerusalem with a prophecy against Tyre. They, too, were self-absorbed 

and would pay the price. “The Lord Almighty planned it, to bring low the pride of all glory and to humble all 

who are renowned on the earth” (23:9). God will not share His glory with anyone. Only He is worthy of 

worship and obedience. 

            The people of the earth had defiled it by disobeying God’s laws, so the earth was cursed (24:5-6). 

The curse brought judgment on everyone responsible for the sin. “In that day, the Lord will punish the 

powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth below” (24:21). The punishment removes the guilt 

and restores God to His rightful place. 

            Recognize the tendency to think too highly of self. Know that the temptation comes from things on 

earth as well as from the unseen spiritual realm around you. Pray for daily dying to self so Jesus remains 

King. 

Monday, July 13, 2020—Isaiah 19-21 

            God is incomparable. No one has as much power as He does. Nothing can stop His plans. The 

greatest armies cannot match Him. The greatest minds can’t outwit Him. He is above all. 

            The powers that surrounded Judah and were threatening Judah would not be able to stand up under 

the punishment God was going to bring them. Judah was going to face discipline from Yahweh, but no one 

who was guilty would be spared. This included the mighty Egyptians. They had seen God humble them 

during the days of Moses, so they knew His capabilities, and their hearts melted within them considering it 

(19:1). 

            God’s hand would be so evident and powerful that the Egyptians would cry out to Him in repentance. 

They would build an altar to worship Him (19:19). They would cry out for healing, and He would heal them. 

They would build a highway to Assyria so the Assyrians and Egyptians could freely travel to worship 

Yahweh together (19:23-25). No earthly leader could ever accomplish something this transformative. 

            Trusting in any earthly power will ultimately lead to shame and failure (20:1-6). God will humble 

those presently in power and those rising to power. In time the watchman in his post, looking to see what 

God is doing for His people, will see that even Babylon the great has fallen (21:9). 

            Praise God today for His power and His love. Consider the things and people in your life that seek 

your loyalty and devotion. Ask God to remind you of His superiority over them all. 

Sunday, July 12, 2020—Isaiah 16-18 

            God loves people and hates sin. He made people in His image, so there is a desire that they fulfill 

their design by walking in fellowship with Him. Sin taints that design, so God works to remove the sin. 

Removing this corruption is hard. Purification is painful. 

            Isaiah saw a day coming when the enemies of God’s people, the Moabites, would face judgment, but 

God was not enjoying this plan. “My heart laments for Moab like a harp . . .” (16:11). God grieves over sin. 

God laments over the destruction it causes. He was working to raise up a leader who would sit on a throne 

established in love (16:5). God wants people to love Him and hate sin. He wants to lavish His love on His 

followers. 

            To arrive at this goal, God needed to remove all those false loves from His peoples’ heart and 

homes. The nations around them needed cleansing as well because they, too, worshiped other gods. No 

one benefits when they give to idols what only God deserves. God would show them the uselessness of all 

their hand-made shrines (17:8). 

            When God removes those idols and temptations, people can see Him for His surpassing greatness 

and respond to Him rightly. From near and far, they come to Him bringing gifts of praise (18:7). He receives 



the glory, and the people enjoy the experience. This is what God intends, and the people will wonder why 

they ever thought anyone else deserved such affection and attention. 

            Ask God to remove the sin that hinders your enjoyment of Him. 

Saturday, July 11, 2020—Isaiah 13-15 

            God knows all things. He is a good Father, so He knows the actions of His children. He is not blinded 

by love to think they do no wrong. His relationship with the descendants of Jacob demonstrated how He 

lavished them with love and blessing but also had covenantal expectations that they would grow in 

faithfulness and obedience. When they did not fulfill their obligations, they faced discipline. He is just. 

            God’s vision is not limited to His children. He is aware of all, and He is sovereign over all, so He sees 

the injustice and unrighteousness of all peoples and judges them as well. Isaiah prophesied against 

Babylon, the rising power of their day (13:1-14:23). God was raising up Babylon for His purposes, to bring 

discipline to Judah as Assyria had disciplined Israel. Their usefulness to God did not mean they were 

righteous. God was going to put an end to arrogance and pride (13:11), which meant Babylon, too, would 

face judgment. No one is greater than God Himself (14:15). 

            To the Assyrians and Philistines, God also spoke judgment over their arrogance. Moab, too, would 

fall because of pride (15:1-9). God has the power to bring down the highest and raise up the lowest (14:30). 

            At the root of every sin is pride, the belief that self is greater or more important than God and His 

righteousness. Pray for honest self-evaluation and daily dying to self so God can be honored and bring 

blessing to you and through you. 

Friday, July 10, 2020—Isaiah 10-12 

            When looking on others facing difficulty or tragedy, the tendency is to say, “That won’t happen to 

me.” I won’t get the ticket. I won’t get the disease. I won’t get caught. It’s wishful thinking that often allows 

continued poor behavior or irresponsibility. 

            God had used Assyria to bring an end to the northern kingdom. What made Judah, the southern 

kingdom, think they, too, wouldn’t face a similar fate for the very same infractions? God was in charge and 

would punish the Assyrians for their pride—the same sin Israel had committed—and would bring discipline 

on Judah for their self-centeredness as well. 

            The people needed not to fear Assyria (10:24), for they would fall. They needed a renewed fear of 

God. He is sovereign. He is holy. He deserves worship and obedience. God was going to bring renewal to 

His people. Like a tender shoot that springs from the stump of a fallen true, the Branch would come to save 

God’s people and show them the way to life. “and He will delight in the fear of the Lord . . .” (11:3a). 

            Jesus was the fulfillment of this promise. In Jesus there is hope and restoration. Jesus removes 

God’s anger and brings God’s comfort (12:1).  Declare to others, “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and 

not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation” (12:2). Let 

everyone know the guilt that Jesus removed and that they, too, need His forgiveness, hope, and restoration. 

Thursday, July 9, 2020—Isaiah 7-9 

            King Ahaz began to reign over Judah during the ministry of Isaiah. In 2 Kings 16, the writer says 

Ahaz was wicked, yet Isaiah says God was gracious to continue providing for and protecting Judah. When 

two neighboring countries threatened Judah, God reminded Ahaz the leaders of those two countries were 

simply human and would one day be gone. Ahaz needed to stand firm in his faith, or he would not stand at 

all (7:9). 

            God was trying to demonstrate His sovereignty and draw Ahaz back into righteousness. He told 

Ahaz to ask for a sign that God would deliver His people, but Ahaz refused (7:12), seeming humble but likely 

being scared of humbling himself before Yahweh. God gave Ahaz the sign anyway—a virgin would become 

pregnant and have a baby (7:14). God was with His people even though their leader wasn’t, and God was 

going to deliver His people from the enemy they could not overcome. 

            God was going to use another foreign country, Assyria, to defeat Judah’s enemies. Judah could 

boldly declare, “Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted; propose your plan, but it will not stand, for God 

is with us” (8:10). God told Isaiah not to fear what others feared or to give in to conspiracy theories. He was 

to fear Yahweh above all else (8:11-13). 



            What God began in Isaiah’s day He completed with the coming of His Son (9:6-7). Thank God for 

faith in Jesus that allows you to withstand the attacks and enemies of life. 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020—Isaiah 4-6 

            The world tends toward defining value by worldly values. That’s natural. The things the culture 

values become the goals for the people, yet those goals often change because the culture changes, or 

those goals lose their significance while the culture blindly continues to pursue them. 

            Isaiah foresaw the judgment of God coming on Judah. That difficulty would push the people toward 

panic and desperation. Seven women would come to one man and beg him to marry them and give them a 

child. They would not even want him to be responsible for caring for them. They would only want a name 

and a child to give hope for the future (4:1). Rather than crying out to God for restoration and rescue, they 

would rely on the systems of their broken culture . . . and become more broken. 

            In grace, God was going to send His Branch to provide fruit, shelter and shade, and cleansing (4:2-

6). The thing the people needed most, though they were not looking for it, God would provide. This was in 

spite of how Judah had wasted the great investment God had made in them, cultivating them like a vineyard 

(5:1-7). There would be consequences for their wastefulness, but God would not fail to provide renewal. 

            In a moment of great crisis, God came to Isaiah in a vision. Instead of trying to solve the problem, 

Isaiah presented himself to God as His servant (6:1-8). When we pray and surrender instead of trying to 

solve problems on our own, God provides peace and purpose for living. 


