
Sunday, November 4, 2018—John 1-3 

            Each evangelist wrote with a goal in mind—for the reader to see Jesus in an 

important way. Matthew wanted them to see the Messiah. Mark wrote about the 

Servant. Luke, the Son of Man. John wanted his readers to see Jesus as God in the 

flesh, so he began his Gospel appropriately. 

            John also wanted the people to see John the Baptist. He was the vital 

messenger who prepared the way for Jesus, and he had a clear understanding of 

who he was. He was not the Messiah, or Elijah, or an Old Testament prophet. He 

was simply one who was crying out in the wilderness, calling people to align their 

lives with the ways of the Messiah. Like John the Baptist, all believers have this 

identity and calling. 

            At the wedding in Cana, Jesus provided a sign, turning water into wine. He 

was demonstrating His ability to change dead tradition into vibrant life. In doing so, 

He revealed His glory, and the disciples believed in Him (2:11). Many others began 

to follow and believe, but Jesus was cautious about what He taught them and 

revealed. He knew the true heart of man (2:25) and the corruption caused by sin. 

            When Nicodemus came to Jesus, he had an idea of who Jesus was, but he 

knew there had to be more. Jesus referenced Numbers and the faith of the people 

as being the cure for sin. Jesus was the One in whom the people would need to 

believe so their judgment would be removed. 

            Praise God for who Jesus was, is, and will be. 

Saturday, November 3, 2018—Luke 22-24 

            “So they went and found it just as he had told them . . .” (22:13). The plot to 

kill Jesus is picking up speed, so the details may seem to indicate God is losing 

control or power. In the increasing intensity, Jesus tells His disciples to go request a 

room for the Passover, and they find the willing man just as Jesus said they would. 

God remains sovereign. 



            The week was one in which the people had cleaned their homes of all yeast 

to symbolize the purging of sin from their lives. The week culminated with the 

Passover meal and the sacrifice of the Passover lamb. In that very week on that very 

day, Jesus gave Himself as the sacrifice for many. He purged the city and the planet 

of the penalty of sin through His death and resurrection. While Satan may have 

thought he won and while the disciples may have been terrified, Jesus was in 

complete control. 

            The process seems rather logical to modern readers who have the advantage 

of reading the story in 15 minutes compared to living within the story over the span 

of days and weeks. The disciples on the road to Emmaus could not comprehend 

what everything meant until they realized they had been with Jesus and He had 

enlightened them as never before. 

            “And they remembered his words (24:8). There is power in knowing Jesus 

and His word. There is confidence and hope in His power and His plan. Pray for 

growth in knowing and doing the word. 

Friday, November 2, 2018—Luke 18-21 

            Of all the things the disciples saw Jesus do, the one thing they asked Him to 

teach them was how to pray. In Luke 18, He taught them through parables and 

action. To pray requires persistence and humility. God is just, so His disciples can’t 

give up. Jesus demonstrated His ability to do the impossible, so His followers can 

pray for what seems impossible. 

            One of the most impossible things is the redemption of the lost. Jesus 

brings into His Kingdom those who are repentant, not those who are deserving. 

Zacchaeus was shunned by his people because of his choices, yet Jesus treated him 

like a fellow Jew, and Zacchaeus repented. To seek and to save the lost was Jesus’ 

mission (19:10). Those who are faithful to do the same will expand His Kingdom, 

bring glory to God, and find blessing. 



            Following Jesus, seeking Him in prayer, and growing in humility and faith 

are the pathway to obedience, but they are also the pathway to conflict. The leaders 

continually looked for ways to trap Jesus, expose Him, or accuse Him (20:1-47). His 

followers should know their faithfulness will frustrate certain powers of this world 

and many invisible ones as well. 

            Jesus’ advice is simple. “By your endurance gain your lives (21:19). Whatever 

comes, trust Him. Pray with persistence. Speak with conviction. Endure whatever 

comes because Jesus did the same and promises to remain faithful to His followers 

as they are faithful to the Father. 

            Praise God for the gift of prayer and the power of the Spirit. 

Thursday, November 1, 2018—Luke 14-17 

            Learning happens when there is a change in knowledge, attitude, or skill in a 

particular subject matter. Change is hard and uncomfortable, yet without change 

there can be no growth. Jesus knew this, and He continually challenged His disciples 

and His enemies to think in new, hard ways. He wanted all of them to understand 

who God truly was. 

            In Luke 14, Jesus used a sick man, a case study, and a parable to make His 

points. He didn’t simply tell truth and expect people to change. He helped paint 

pictures in their hearts and minds. He was calling them to come and die, bearing 

their own cross to follow Him (14:27). 

            These pictures drew the tax collectors and sinners to listen and the Pharisees 

and scribes to complain (15:2). He told three stories in Luke 15 to demonstrate how 

precious each soul is to the Father and how often those who thought they were 

close to Him were not enjoying the fullness of being His children. Heaven 

celebrates when the lost are found. 

            Jesus did the hard work of exposing the idols of every heart. Religion and 

ritual were one. Money was another, so He made clear no one could serve both 



God and money (16:13). The word of God was clear, so Jesus could only restate it 

and clarify it. Everyone needed to repent to live. 

            No one who tries to save his life can do so (17:33). Only Jesus can do that. 

Embrace the discomfort of learning to repent. 

Wednesday, October 31, 2018—Luke 10-13 

            People come into the Kingdom by faith. People operate in the Kingdom by 

obedience through His power. The Kingdom was, is, and always will be about the 

Lord Himself. When Jesus sent out the teams in Luke 10, they had specific 

instructions, but the power and authority belonged to Jesus. They were simply to tell 

the story and give people the opportunity to respond. To reject the message was to 

reject Jesus, not the messengers. They would ultimately answer to God Himself. 

            Jesus taught His disciples that showing mercy is a vital Kingdom exercise 

and that spending time with Him is more important than being busy with important 

matters. At their request, He taught them how to pray, and He said, “Blessed are 

those who hear the word of God and keep it” (11:28). The Kingdom requires trust 

and obedience for growth and fruit. 

            The Kingdom has many enemies, so living for the King’s glory brings 

danger and struggle. Jesus encouraged the disciples to endure whatever came their 

way and to know the Spirit would teach them what to say in the moment they 

needed it (12:12). The Father would make sure they had what they needed when 

they sought the Kingdom first (12:31). 

            In his comments on Luke 13, Warren Wiersbe says Jesus asks an important 

question: Are you bearing fruit or simply taking up space? He is the Vine. His 

disciples are the branches. When they enter through the narrow way and remain in 

Him, they will bear much fruit. 

Tuesday, October 30, 2018—Luke 7-9 



            The heart of man is twisted by sin, so believing a lie is not uncommon. One 

of the most frequent misunderstandings is the foundation of salvation. “What must 

I do to be saved?” In the question is the answer—doing. Man believes there has to 

be an action that leads to salvation. 

            When a Roman centurion had a sick child, the Jewish leaders said, “He is 

worthy for you to grant this because he loves our nation and has built us a 

synagogue” (7:4-5). They based his worth on what he had done for the Jewish 

people. As a Gentile, he certainly wasn’t worthy in himself, but he had clearly done 

a great thing and expressed admiration for Israel. 

            Jesus made clear that action and nationality have nothing to do with 

salvation. The centurion expressed his faith in Jesus’ ability, and Jesus said, “I tell 

you I have not found so great a faith even in Israel” (7:9). His faith made the 

difference, and his child was healed. Worth and greatness in His Kingdom come 

from heart condition not social position (7:28,50). 

            In Luke 8, Jesus demonstrated His power of demons, disease, and death. A 

Gentile man, an unclean woman, and a synagogue leader all expressed faith. Then, 

Jesus told the parable of the soils and said those who hear the gospel with an honest 

and good heart, hold on to it, and in enduring produce fruit (8:15) are the ones who 

please Him. 

            Take up your cross (9:23) and walk in faith. He makes you worthy. 

Monday, October 29, 2018—Luke 4-6 

            After describing important background of both John the Baptist and Jesus, 

Luke turned to the ministry of Jesus. From the beginning, Luke mentions another 

important figure in his Gospel—the Holy Spirit. His filling of Jesus enabled Jesus 

successful endurance of temptation. His filling and power will play fundamental 

roles throughout the Gospel. 



 

            When Jesus returned to His hometown, the people marveled at His 

teaching. When, however, He likened the people of Nazareth to the faithless people 

of Elijah’s day, their opinions quickly changed, and they tried to throw Him off a 

cliff. Jesus simply passed through them and made His way to Capernaum, where He 

also taught in the synagogue and where the faith of the people allowed Him to do 

many miraculous things. 

            As His fame grew, Jesus knew His hope was not in the crowds but with His 

Father. He often withdrew to lonely places in order to pray (5:16, 6:12), what was 

surely a time to refuel and remember what was true and right. As He taught, 

ministered, and proclaimed, He called people to follow Him, and He called sinners 

to repentance (5:32). This meant He spent time with the unlovely and the 

disreputable, so He drew the ire of the religious snobs. He rebuffed them as He did 

Satan, quoting Scripture (6:1-6) and reminding them of God’s true intention for His 

people and His Kingdom. 

            Jesus was calling people to follow Him, making Him the Lord of their lives 

(6:46-48). Surrender once again to experience Him fully. 

  

 

 


