
Monday, October 21, 2019—Matthew 23-25 

            “Do as I say, not as I do.” Generations have heard people of importance say this 

to someone they’re leading, coaching, or shaping. They have a standard of behavior, 

but they don’t bother to follow it themselves. 

            Jesus began a lengthy time of teaching in Matthew 23-25 by telling the people 

this very truth about the Pharisees. They were the experts on interpreting Scripture, so 

the people needed to do what the Pharisees taught, but they couldn’t follow their 

example. The Pharisees didn’t live by their own standards (23:1-4). Jesus then turned 

His attention to the Pharisees and heartily scolded them for their hypocrisy (23:13-36). 

They made the people vulnerable to coming destruction. Jesus was grieved by the 

resulting spiritual condition of His people (23:37-39). 

            Jesus described the catastrophic conditions that were coming in the future. Old 

Testament prophecy would come true (24:15). Nature would itself grieve over the 

rampant sinfulness and judgment, and nations would war against nations. All of this 

would point to His imminent return (24:33), and the good news about the Kingdom 

would be proclaimed throughout the world (24:14). This would happen when least 

expected (24:44). 

            His disciples, therefore, needed to remain ready because they did not know the 

day or hour (25:13). While they waited, Jesus expected them to use the gifts He had 

given them to build His Kingdom and bring Him glory (25:14-30). Those who do not 

invest in His Kingdom are useless. 

            Praise God for His Kingdom—that which is now and not yet. Pray for faithfulness 

to serve the least for the glory of the Greatest. 

Sunday, October 20, 2019—Matthew 20-22 

            The Gospels describe what life in the Kingdom of God is like. Jesus spent His 

ministry describing how the Kingdom had already arrived yet would one day be 

complete. The Kingdom has a “now and not yet” quality that provides important tension 

for all living in it. 

            Peter had asked Jesus in Matthew 19, “What will we receive for giving up 

everything to follow you?” Jesus answered with a parable about the Kingdom. All who 

surrendered to Him, regardless of the length of time they know Him and serve Him, will 

receive treasure from Him (20:1-16). Until then, those who know Him are to serve Him 

and serve others. They are not to seek status and prominence (20:20-28). 

            To fulfill the prophecy about His triumphal arrival, Jesus rode a donkey’s colt into 

town (21:1-11). This was the tension of “now and not yet.” He was coming in as a victor 

but riding on a small donkey rather than a majestic steed. He wanted them to see He 

was not everything they expected Him to be. His turning over the tables in the Temple 

told them they were not what He expected them to be. 

            The Kingdom was God’s possession, and He had invited many to be a part, but 

the actual guests were going to be a surprise to its observers. Those invited initially had 

wasted their chance through irresponsibility and arrogance. The poor and undeserving 

would be made royal guests through His grace and mercy (22:1-14). 

            Thank God for being clothed with the righteousness of King Jesus. 



Saturday, October 19, 2019—Matthew 16-19 

            The Pharisees and Sadducees demanded a sign from Jesus, but He would give 

them none. He wasn’t their servant, and the truth was obvious. Just as they could 

discern the weather from the sky’s conditions, they should have known who He was 

from the scriptures about Him and the words He was speaking. Their obstinate behavior 

and false teaching were a danger about which Jesus warned the disciples strongly. 

            Peter himself was stubborn and wouldn’t accept Jesus’ prediction of His 

impending death (16:21-28), so Jesus rebuked him. This did not prevent Jesus from 

revealing Himself in the most powerful way to Peter along with James and John (17:1-

13). God was illustrating the supremacy of Jesus over the Law and the Prophets and 

those who brought them. The need for great faith was coming soon, so God was 

preparing them. 

            The Kingdom would thrive on faith like a child (18:1-11, 19:13-15) and on the 

unity of its subjects (18:15-20). The King valued His people (18:12-14), and His 

forgiveness of their debts was priceless (18:21-35). These perspectives would humble 

and empower them in daily living. 

            Because God created marriage, few things will be the target of Satan like 

marriage and the family. The love of husband and wife mirrors the relationship of the 

Trinity, so Jesus held high the marriage covenant as a herald of the Kingdom principles 

of self-denial and sacrificial service (19:1-11). The rich man could not grasp this thought 

(19:16-29). 

            Praise God for faith in Jesus and life in the Kingdom. 

Friday, October 18, 2019—Matthew 12-15 

            Public figures are continually under scrutiny. Especially in the social media 

world, people are watching, recording, and discussing every action, word, and choice. 

Very little remains private or off-limits. 

            Jesus and His disciples faced this kind of examination by the scribes and 

Pharisees. Everywhere they went the religious leaders watched, confronted, and 

condemned Christ and the Twelve. Jesus calmly yet boldly explained to them His 

identity and purpose and their flawed interpretation. Often, Jesus quoted the Scriptures, 

a subject in which they were all experts, to validate His actions and expose their 

ignorance and lack of repentance. 

            The Pharisees began to plot to kill Him (12:14). His ministry changed the 

dynamic of Him and His biological family (12:46-47), yet Jesus pressed on. He knew 

Isaiah had said 600 years earlier that the message of the gospel would produce fruit in 

some and not in others (13:1-23). For those with no faith He did no miraculous work 

(13:58). 

            For the disciples, Jesus continued to reveal Himself. He multiplied five loaves 

and two fish to feed thousands, and He walked on water during a storm. He did this 

immediately after hearing of the death of John the Baptist (14:1-35). Conflict doesn’t 

limit His power and purpose. 

            Jesus revealed truth to His disciples and knew what He was doing and saying 

was offensive to the Pharisees (15:12). He was on earth to call people to genuine faith, 



not honor the traditions of man. Praise God for the words and actions of Jesus. Pray for 

genuine faith and obedience. 

Thursday, October 17, 2019—Matthew 8-11 

            Children frequently request a pet they feel will make their lives much more 

complete. They want the giggles and the cuddles, but they rarely consider the cost. 

Feeding, grooming, cleaning up after, and providing healthcare are costly and 

absolutely necessary. 

            Jesus was a healer, and He drew large crowds because of it. What Jesus made 

clear was the power of faith. Though a social outcast, the leper knew Jesus could make 

him clean. Though a Roman, the centurion had faith that Jesus could heal his servant. 

This faith in Jesus, however, was costly. To trust Him and follow Him meant leaving 

everything that had previously given identity, security, and comfort. 

            Jesus demonstrated power over nature (8:23-27) and sin (9:1-7) to show His 

true identity. He was God and was sovereign over the things man himself could not 

overpower. When people began to grasp the magnitude of this, they feared Jesus (8:34, 

9:7). He was no common charlatan. 

            Jesus did not keep this ministry to Himself. He sent His disciples out to minister, 

teach, and reach just as He did. “Give as freely as you have received,” He told them 

(10:8b). Their task was difficult and dangerous, but He encouraged them not to be 

afraid. Their enemies were nothing compared to God Himself. 

            God reveals Himself to those who are humble, and Jesus works in them to 

confound the arrogant. Praise God for the costly treasure of faith and life in Jesus. 

Come to Him. Follow Him. Enjoy Him. 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019—Matthew 5-7 

            Discipline seems counter-intuitive. If I deprive myself, I will improve myself? If I 

break my muscles down, they will strengthen and grow? If I do hard things, they 

become easy? The answer, in short—yes. 

            Matthew recorded a summary of all Jesus taught about the Kingdom in His 

Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. There, Jesus described a counter-cultural 

lifestyle which would benefit the culture. This lifestyle required the denial of self in order 

to live for Him. This required repressing one’s own kingdom for the sake of His. This 

disciplined approach would result in His glory and everyone’s good. 

            Jesus wanted them to realize He had not come to do away with the first 

covenant God made with man. He came to fulfill all those requirements of holiness and 

blessing (5:17). God had not changed or lowered His call for personal holiness. Jesus 

had become the pathway to it. 

            Jesus, then, is the answer to transformed outward behavior and inner attitudes. 

Anger, lust, marriage, promises, forgiveness, love, justice, and more (5:21-6:4) take on 

new significance when looking through His eyes and acting with His power. He 

transforms every area of life. 

            Prayer becomes the source of power and cleansing, and treasure is measured 

on an eternal rather than temporary scale (6:5-34). Because He is sovereign and good, 

there is no need to worry about anything. He empowers humility, persistence, and 



fruitfulness. Knowing Him and obeying Him are the only solid foundation for life (7:1-27). 

            Praise God for knowing Jesus and living in His Kingdom. 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019—Matthew 1-4 

            Set in the early 20th century, “Downton Abbey” was one of the most popular PBS 

series of all time. The show chronicled the fictional Crawley family and their social and 

personal interactions. In 2019, the show became a motion picture and centered around 

the hubbub that occurs when the family discovered the king and queen were coming for 

a visit. 

            Matthew knew the significance of the arrival of the King. He himself saw Jesus 

and the power and glory He displayed. He walked with Him as a transformed man and 

wanted his Jewish readers to see how God had fulfilled Scripture after Scripture and 

promise after promise so they, too, would follow Him, worship Him, and become fishers 

of men. 

            God prepared the way for Jesus as a herald would prepare the way for a king. 

He gave him lineage through Abraham, the man God called to be a great nation. He 

announced His coming through an angel to His virgin mother. The skies proclaimed His 

arrival to wise men in the east, yet King Herod was ignorant of His arrival and 

relevance. 

            To His own people, God sent John the Baptist to call people to repentance for 

life in the Kingdom. He called them to fruit-filled lives and warned them of God’s 

judgment, and he baptized Jesus as a symbol of His surrender and obedience. His 

surrender subjected Him to temptation by Satan, but He overcame through faith and the 

power of truth. 

            Thank God for sending the King of glory. Live as His disciple. 


