
Tuesday, December 8, 2020—Ephesians 4-6 

            From a prison in Rome, Paul wrote to the Ephesians. His difficult circumstances 

did not dampen his love for the Ephesians or weaken his resolve for the strength and 

growth of Christ’s church. He wrote to celebrate the magnificent grace of Jesus that 

saved all who believe. 

            This love and mercy were so amazing no authentic believer would ignore them 

or dishonor them. In view of that, Paul urged the Ephesians to live lives worthy of the 

calling they had received from Jesus (4:1). This call was to personal humility and 

corporate unity for the glory of Jesus. Their love for Christ and one another would build 

up the entire body. 

            Their pursuit of Christ would lead them away from their old lifestyles and worldly 

habits. They were not trying to be good people so that Jesus would find them worthy of 

salvation. They were pursuing Christ-like behavior because He had already redeemed 

them from those old pits of despair and debauchery. They were to imitate God Himself 

because Jesus had restored that connection (5:1-2). The Holy Spirit would empower 

them, and the church would be the community to nurture them (5:15-21). 

            Following Jesus changes every relationship—in the church, at home, and with 

co-workers (5:22-6:9). The heart and mind of Christ enrich and encourage. This pursuit 

of Jesus and practice of His calling will stir up spiritual warfare as Satan tries to hamper 

what glorifies Jesus. God gives prayer and spiritual armor to fight faithfully and 

successfully (6:10-20). 

            Thank God for love, unity, and power that come in Jesus alone. 

Monday, December 7, 2020—Ephesians 1-3 

            Paul likely knew the church in Ephesus better than any other church. In Acts 19, 

Luke says Paul spent two years in Ephesus shaping the disciples in that body of 

believers. While Paul was in prison in Rome, he wrote a letter to these dear friends, the 

Ephesians. 

            He began by reminding the believers of the good news of the gospel. “In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins . . .” (1:7). Those who are 

lost need to know the good news so they can be saved, but those who are already 

saved need the reminder as well. The good news remains good news. God has 

restored our connection to Him. 

            This restoration begins a relationship that is to bring glory to God (1:12), and 

Paul affirmed the Ephesians—they were being faithful. He wanted them to grow in 

wisdom and to enjoy the good news even more. The power God used to raise Jesus 

from the dead was the same power they had residing in them in the Holy Spirit (1:20). 

They had great potential! 

            God had saved them not by their works but by their faith in the work of Jesus. 

He had made them to do good works (2:10) which was now possible because they were 

in relationship with Him. Jesus was the peace between God and man and between Jew 

and Gentile (2:14). Paul wanted them to live in the abundance that Jesus made 

available to them (3:1-21). 

            Pray for a fresh awareness of faith, love, peace, unity, and abundance made 



possible by Jesus. 

 Sunday, December 6, 2020—Acts 26-28 

            Paul had to defend himself against false accusations of stirring up riots. The 

Romans were at a loss as to what to do because the matter involved Jewish, not 

Roman, law. Paul had appealed to Caesar, using his Roman citizenship to keep himself 

out of Jewish hands. While waiting on his transfer to Rome, he had opportunity to testify 

before King Agrippa. 

            He told King Agrippa he had lived by the strictest Jewish law, and he had 

discovered a new hope in Jesus when he realized Jesus fulfilled all those obligations 

and promises. Paul went from persecuting Christians to pleading with everyone to 

repent, turn to God, and prove their repentance by their deeds (26:20). Paul was so 

passionate, Festus accused him of being out of his mind. Paul assured him he had 

never been more rational (26:25). 

            Agrippa assured Paul he could not persuade him to believe with such a brief 

testimony, and he told his officials Paul had done nothing to deserve prison or death. 

Because Paul had appealed to Caesar, they were obligated to send him to Rome. Thus 

began Paul’s adventure to reach the capital city. Luke records a variety of difficulties 

and disasters that would have made any ordinary person believe God had betrayed 

them. 

            In a vision, God assured Paul that He was with them and would deliver them 

safely to Rome (27:23). The journey with God is not easy, but His presence provides 

the strength and peace necessary. Pray for boldness, like Paul’s, to tell the story of 

Jesus wherever you are (28:31). 

Saturday, December 5, 2020—Acts 23-25 

            Paul regularly returned to Jerusalem to report to the apostles what God had 

done on his mission endeavors. This time was different. He knew there was going to be 

difficulty. His brothers and sisters in Christ knew it, but he went. 

            Upon arrival, there were some in Jerusalem who falsely accused him of 

unbiblical teaching, and they stirred up a riot. The Roman officials quelled the nonsense 

and gave Paul an opportunity to defend himself and give his testimony. Paul did not 

know the individuals on the Jewish supreme court, but he knew the kinds of beliefs they 

represented. He knew they were experts in the Law and yet had disagreements among 

themselves about what the Scriptures said. He used that to his advantage (23:9). Jesus 

had risen from the dead, and that changed everything. 

            Another riot broke out, and Paul went back to prison. Jesus Himself came to 

Paul in a vision and encouraged him to have faith. He would indeed testify in Rome 

(23:11). The Romans uncovered a plot to kill Paul, so they transferred him to a more 

secure place in Caesarea. There, before Governor Felix, Paul was able to tell the story 

of what Jesus had done (24:10-21). Two years later, the Jews brought charges again. 

Paul was able to testify before the new governor and the region’s king (25:10-11). 

            Jesus changed Paul, and Paul was faithful to tell others. Not everyone agreed 

with his teaching, but no one could argue with the results. Pray for that same 

faithfulness and for those changes to be obvious to all. 



Friday, December 4, 2020—Acts 20:3-22:30 

            A “farewell tour” comes when a band knows retirement is looming at the end of 

this trek around the country. A professional league often honors one of its elite athletes 

when he visits the stadium or arena for the last time. Leaving a legacy is worth noting 

and celebrating. 

            Paul was not sure what lay ahead, but he was quite certain he was visiting 

Achaia and Macedonia for the last time. His legacy of shaping people and proclaiming 

the gospel was on full display as he traveled with several of the men he had led to and 

formed in the Lord and as he visited the churches he helped plant and grow. Paul was 

thankful for all this, but his life was worth nothing if he didn’t finish his God-given task 

(20:24). 

            Paul urged them to continue shaping one another and warned them that false 

teachers were waiting to come and deceive (20:25-38). Paul and his companions then 

sailed on toward Israel, landing at Tyre. The disciples there urged Paul not to go on 

toward Jerusalem because what lay ahead was going to be so difficult (21:4). Others 

pleaded with Paul, but Paul knew he had to go despite the hardship. 

            Arriving in Jerusalem, Paul learned the Jews there believed he taught people to 

turn away from the Law in following Christ. Hearing Paul was in town, some of these 

Jews falsely accused him and had him arrested. Paul used this as an opportunity to tell 

how Christ had changed him. 

            Pray for a legacy of faithful witness and disciple-making like Paul's. 

Thursday, December 3, 2020—Romans 12-16 

            Paul was thoughtful and practical in his letters. He would often begin with the 

truths about Christ and the gospel and then turn to application for the readers based on 

the truth he described. This was true for the Romans. After lifting high the gospel of 

Christ and the mercy of God, Paul urged the Romans to put its truth into practice. 

            In Romans 12, Paul likened the church to a body with Christ as the head. Each 

member belongs to the others, so each person has a function that will benefit the rest. 

No one is more important than another. In serving one another, they are to endure 

difficult people and situations for the glory of Jesus. They can “overcome evil with good” 

(12:21b). 

            Paul told them to submit to the governing authorities because God is the one 

who puts them in place (13:1). The government protects the righteous and punishes the 

guilty. Paying taxes helps them do what God has put them in place to do. Submission is 

a way to demonstrate trust in God. 

            Submitting to Christ would empower them to love unconditionally as Christ loved 

them. Love was their highest calling (13:8), and love would help those strong in faith 

walk patiently with those weak in faith (14:1-23). 

            Pray for faithfulness and unity in your church to bring praise to God (15:7). Pray 

for wisdom about what is good and innocence in regard to what is evil (16:19b). Pray for 

every member to serve for God’s glory. 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020—Romans 9-11 

            Paul wrote to the Romans to explain and celebrate the glory of the gospel. He 



saw God and work in Jews and Gentiles alike, transforming the dead into the living. 

What amazed and troubled Paul was the way in which God saved non-Jews—the 

rejection of the gospel by Israel. 

            God had called Israel to be His people. God had given them the covenants, the 

Law, the Temple, and His promises. The patriarchs led the people and provided the 

family line for Jesus Himself (9:1-5). God had been so gracious to His people, but many 

of them rejected His grace. Like Pharaoh, many of them were hardened to God’s 

calling. 

            Many of the Jews pursued righteousness by the Law, but the Gentiles pursued 

righteousness by faith (9:31). The Gentiles were saved by faith. The Jews were trying to 

be saved by works. “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 

everyone who believes” (10:4). Christ did not set the Law aside. He fulfilled it. Those 

who believe in His work to fulfill the Law find their righteousness by that faith in Him. 

            Because Israel had stumbled, the Gentiles heard the message of salvation, and 

that work of God among the Gentiles served to make the Jews envious, wanting God to 

do the same work in them (11:12). Paul held out hope that God could still save those 

who had not yet received mercy. 

            Praise God for His mysterious wisdom and bountiful mercy. Pray for those who 

have not yet been saved. 


