
Thursday, January 7, 2021—Genesis 20-22 

            As he had done years earlier, Abraham was not completely honest about his 

relationship with Sarah because he thought this was necessary for survival. God had 

changed Abraham’s name, but He was still in the process of changing his mind. He 

feared man more than he trusted God. 

            Abraham wasn’t certain the people lived in the fear of God (20:11). Abimelech 

showed he did indeed as he responded to the vision and called Abraham into 

accountability. He then blessed Abraham with abundance, and Abraham prayed for the 

king. Imagine the hurt and confusion that could have been avoided if Abraham trusted 

God from the start. 

            Then, the impossible happened. In her old age, Sarah had a baby, and they 

named him Isaac, “laughter.” This was the son of God’s promise. God provided for 

Ishmael because Abraham was his father, but God was going to fulfill His promises 

through Isaac. What must Abraham have felt, then, when God told him to take Isaac 

and sacrifice him? 

            Abraham showed that his heart and mind were changing, coming to trust God 

like never before. Abraham had feared kings more than he trusted God, but now—

having seen God do the impossible—he took Isaac to Moriah, and as he raised the 

knife, God provided a substitute (22:13). 

            God knows people turn good gifts into false gods, so He continually asks us to 

lay our most precious treasures on the altar to see whether we love those things or 

whether we love Him. Consider what idols are poisoning your heart. Sacrifice them and 

trust Him alone. 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021—Genesis 16-19 

            God makes promises that He alone will fulfill. He calls His people to walk with 

Him in faith and obedience. His people have privileges and responsibilities as they 

journey alongside Him, but He never expects them to do what only He can do. Trying to 

fill God’s role never works. 

            God had promised Abram he would have a son, and Sarai believed this would 

happen. Ten years after settling in Canaan, no baby had arrived, so Sarai gave her 

servant Hagar to Abram to bring about the promise. Hagar became pregnant with a 

baby and with contempt. What was supposed to bring joy brought frustration and hurt. 

Trying to do God’s work in our wisdom and strength will give birth to heartache. 

            God was gracious to Hagar and her baby, and 13 years later, He spoke to 

Abram and demonstrated His grace towards him. He gave him a new name and 

affirmed His promise to make him abundantly fruitful. Abraham (17:17) and Sarah 

(18:12) both laughed at the thought of God’s using their old bodies to fulfill His word. “Is 

anything too hard for the Lord?” (18:14). When God accomplishes in us what we could 

never do ourselves, He alone receives the glory, and we receive the blessing. This is 

His way. 

            God is gracious, and God is reasonable (18:23-33), but God cannot be taken 

lightly. He will honor righteousness and destroy wickedness (19:29). Pray that you 

increasingly know and trust Him so you do what He has gifted you to do and allow Him 



to do what only He can do. 

Tuesday, January 5, 2021—Genesis 12-15 

            God is good. His plans for His people are for their blessing and prosperity. He 

wants to glorify Himself through their flourishing and their being a blessing to others. He 

promised Abram these things for his life. 

            God’s people have a hard time trusting God at His word. We want to feel His 

presence and experience His blessing, but we struggle when life grows difficult or when 

God is slow in fulfilling His promises. Because of a famine, Abram and Sarai had to 

travel to Egypt, and Abram proposed a plan for deception he thought would keep him 

and Sarai safe. God had promised to bless and protect, but Abram decided he needed 

to help God do His work. The plan nearly backfired, but God brought blessing. 

            Some time later, Abram’s nephew, Lot, was taken captive during a regional war, 

and Abram went to his rescue. When he returned to Lot’s dwelling place, Abram gave a 

tithe of the bounty to Melchizedek, the king of Salem, and gave away all he had 

gathered from battle. Afterward, God assured Abram that He was Abram’s shield and 

great reward (15:1), yet Abram wasn’t convinced because he did not have a son (15:3). 

            Abram had no problem going to battle and giving the spoils away, but when he 

needed to trust God with his present safety or his future security, he struggled to have 

faith. God graciously assured Abram, and Abram trusted Him, and God credited Abram 

as being righteous (15:6). 

            Pray for deepening faith that trusts, waits, and obeys. 

Monday, January 4, 2021—Genesis 10-11 

            Noah was not perfect, but God had seen him as righteous and graciously 

provided a way through the flood. After Noah came out of the ark, he did not practice 

self-control, and he embarrassed himself in front of his sons (see 9:21). His imperfection 

did not prevent him from blessing his sons and sending them forth to fulfill God’s call on 

their lives. 

            Genesis 10 tells the story of how the sons of Noah were obedient—being fruitful 

and filling the earth. They began to spread out and build their families and their 

influence. They began to develop new dialects and languages. They experienced the 

blessing of God after the curse of the flood. God was faithful, and life was blossoming 

as God intended. 

            Any time God works, Satan tries to keep pace. As life spread and languages 

varied and people differed, some in the valley of Shinar, decided they wanted to build a 

tower to celebrate the greatness of man. They did not want to spread out. They did not 

want to speak a variety of languages. They wanted to focus on their desires rather than 

God’s design. God had seen the destruction man could bring on himself already. That’s 

why He sent the flood. To prevent this catastrophe from happening again, He confused 

their languages, and they spread out as He intended. His discipline may have seemed 

frustrating and harsh, but it was filled with grace. 

            Praise God for His ability to use His people despite their weaknesses. Pray for 

growing discipline and usefulness for His glory. 

Sunday, January 3, 2021—Genesis 6-9 



            A cup is able to hold a finite amount of liquid. At some point, the smallest 

additional drop will cause the cup to overflow. So it is with the justice of God. He will 

wait patiently for repentance, but eventually the wickedness of man causes the cup of 

His wrath to overflow. 

            In Noah’s day, God was grieved by the wickedness He saw in the hearts of man. 

He did not create them to be like this, but their sinful ways made them guilty. “But Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (6:8). Noah was not perfect, but Noah walked with 

God (6:9, 7:1), so God chose to use Noah in His act of judgment. He called on Noah to 

build a boat and to bring every kind of animal on board so they would survive the flood 

He was going to send on the earth. All with the breath of life would die. 

            Sin has consequences, and these consequences were catastrophic. The rain fell 

for 40 days. The floods persisted for 150 days, and the passengers on the ark remained 

on board for over a year (8:14). They survived because of God’s grace and provision. 

Noah had nothing except faith and obedience to explain for his survival, and he built an 

altar for worship when he left the ark. Where did he find animals for sacrifice? God had 

told him to bring seven pairs of every clean animal on board. God knew what Noah 

needed long before Noah did. 

            Praise God for His justice, grace, and provision. 

Saturday, January 2, 2021—Genesis 3-5 

            Satan is subtle and sinister. He causes doubt and confusion that brings 

destruction. He never delivers what he promises. Satan promised to give Adam and Eve 

what they already had—the knowledge of good and evil. Satan led them to what he 

guaranteed they would avoid—death. 

            God is gracious. Adam and Eve realized their nakedness before one another 

and before God and tried to cover themselves. God gave them something more 

substantial—clothing made of the skins of innocent animals—and separated them from 

the Garden to prevent them from further harm. He made a promise to fix what Satan 

had broken (3:15). 

            The separation from the Garden did not mean a separation from God and His 

guidance. God spoke directly to Cain to warn him about the sin that crept around 

looking to devour him (4:7). Like his parents, Cain listened to his feelings rather than 

God’s direct word, and he brought more death into the world, killing his brother. Like his 

parents, he faced a curse, and like his parents, he received the grace of God in his 

punishment (4:15). 

            Despite the difficulty that sin brought, Adam and Eve moved forward. They had 

a son, Seth, whose family line flourished. Men began to call on the name of Yahweh 

(4:26), and generations later trusted in the comfort only God can give in a world cursed 

by sin (5:29). 

            Thank God for His grace. Pray for daily time with Him to know His word, His 

promises, and His blessings so temptation has no power. 

Friday, January 1, 2021—Genesis 1-2 

            A new year has begun, and along with that has come hope for a better year than 

the one before. Calendars and planners have open spots for encounters and 



adventures that will define the year. What will you make of the opportunities that lie 

ahead? How will God and His word be a factor? 

            When God created all things, He did so with a process. In the first three days, 

He created the heavens and the earth and then gave them a basic structure. On days 

four through six, He revisited each of the first three days’ creations and developed 

them—giving them abundance and variety. He could have left the earth formless and 

void, but He didn’t. He could have left the earth and heavens in simplicity, but He chose 

to do far more. His involvement brought life, blessing, and purpose. And it was very 

good. 

            In Genesis 1, God creates and develops. His power and blessing make life 

meaningful. In Genesis 2, He comes into a personal relationship with Adam, giving 

Adam specific instruction over a unique place to fulfill the general commands He gave in 

Genesis 1. God also gave Adam a companion, Eve, to be the perfect partner in 

obedience and blessing. 

            The new year gives new opportunity to know God and walk with Him. He gives 

purpose and blessing. When we choose to know Him more intimately and walk with Him 

more intentionally, He brings fulfillment to us and honor to His name. The path is not 

always easy, but it is good. 


