
Sunday, July 8, 2018—Isaiah 4-6 
            Isaiah was a prophet of God, and the call of the prophet was to tell the truth—about the 
present and the future. This forth-telling reminded the listener of the reality of God, His character, 
and His call on His people. This forth-telling pictured the future and the consequences of obedience 
and repentance versus the consequences of continued rebellion. 
            Though brief, Isaiah 4 gives a picture of the desperation of a rebellious future and the glory 
of a reconciled people. If the people did not repent, there would be a multitude of women looking 
for anyone who would take away their disgrace. In contrast, when God was once again the King of 
His people, the city would be a place of restoration, shelter, and hope. Isaiah was calling the people 
to consider their options and choose. 
            Like a faithful vineyard owner, God had planted Israel, doing the hard work of preparation 
and the dedicated work of cultivation. Instead of the expected fruit, He found injustice and despair 
(5:7), so He was going to tear down the hedge and begin again. His sovereignty extends to all the 
nations, so He was going to call to them to come and execute judgment on His people and their 
homeland (5:25-26). 
            In light of this terrible news, Isaiah saw something even more terrifying. In Isaiah 6, he had a 
vision of God Himself, seated on the throne of heaven, and he realized how flawed he was and how 
flawed the nation was. He knelt in repentance and then stood in obedience, ready to go and do 
whatever God commanded. This was the response God wanted from everyone in the nation. Pray 
for it to be yours as well. 
 
Saturday, July 7, 2018—Isaiah 1-3 
            Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. 2 Kings 
15 says Uzziah was one of the longest-serving and effective kings. (He was also known as Azariah.) 
His son, Jotham, was obedient as well, but neither of them removed the high places. 2 Kings 16 says 
Ahaz was wicked, but 2 Kings 18 says Hezekiah more than reversed the trend. He obeyed like no 
other king before him. Isaiah had firsthand experience with all the good and bad of these men, and 
God spoke to him to speak to the king and the nation. Despite the overall goodness of the kings, 
the nation had strayed terribly from God (1:4). He wasn’t interested in their religious ritual but their 
repentant, sincere worship (1:10-17). 
            Isaiah saw a day when the nations would come to Jerusalem for justice and celebration. God 
had great plans in store for His people and the land in which they lived, but there had to be a 
cleansing before this was possible. “The idols will vanish completely” (2:18). God could not exalt 
His people and glorify Himself if there was idolatry abounding in the land. They had given 
themselves over to compromise, and God had to do something to break their trust in what was 
temporary and powerless. 
            God saw Israel as a vineyard (3:14), and the leaders had plundered it. What was valuable they 
had taken for themselves rather than using for the glory of God. Pray that the spiritual leaders in 
your life will equip you for God-exalting living. Pray your worship is acceptable to Him. 
 
Friday, July 6, 2018—2 Kings 18-19 
            Communication is the foundation for relationships. Those who cannot interact with one 
another and share important information will have a difficult, if not impossible, time building the 
relationship. Listening and sharing pave the pathway for two-way communication and growth. 
            During the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, the northern kingdom of Israel fell to the 
Assyrians. They “violated his covenant—all he had commanded Moses the servant of the LORD. 
They did not listen, and they did not obey” (18:12). The Hebrews used a similar word for “hearing” 



and “obeying” because they knew the magnitude of Yahweh’s voice. If He spoke, His people had no 
other option but to obey. He was worthy of worship and obedience. If that listening did not lead to 
obedience, the logical outcome was hardship and destruction. Israel experienced this. 
            Hezekiah, however, lived differently than any other king before or after him. In his listening, 
he realized the destructive influence of the high places, the sacred pillars, and the Asherah poles. He 
even realized the bronze snake of Moses, which was so revered by so many, was an evil influence. 
He did the hard work and reaped the benefit for himself and his nation. He listened and obeyed, and 
God blessed him for it (18:1-8). 
            The king of Assyria mocked Hezekiah for his trust in Yahweh and threatened the people and 
the land. Hezekiah rightly went before the Lord in worship and prayer (19:14-19), and Yahweh 
delivered the people. 
            Pray for a faith without compromise and a life of worshipful trust. 
 
Thursday, July 5, 2018—Hosea 11-14 
            For many who hear of God yet don’t know Him personally, the God of the Old Testament 
is hard, destructive, and to be avoided. They have little to no concept of His love and compassion, 
yet the Old Testament is full of examples. He is slow to anger and abounding in love. 
            Hosea 11 speaks of coming judgment, but this isn’t because God is mean or uncaring but 
because of the peoples’ sin (11:12-12:2). God had led them with kindness out of Egypt, and in His 
compassion they would not return there. They would, to be sure, go into Assyria as captives, but 
God would one day roar like a lion, demonstrating His power, and restoring His people to their 
homeland (11:10-11). 
            The problem in the Old Testament, as with modern life, is the pride of the people who call 
themselves God’s people. The corrupt merchants of Hosea’s day were no worse than the prideful 
people of Ephraim (12:7-8). They cared too little about others and too much for self. God had 
shepherded them from slavery to freedom and been the only Savior for them, but they had grown 
comfortable and forgotten Him (13:6). 
            God is no doubt angry, but His anger is directed at the sin and consequences of generations 
of sinful reliance on self and others. He hates when worship He deserves is given to others, so He 
eventually acts in righteous anger to destroy sin, yet Hosea knows they will receive compassion and 
healing from Him (14:3-4). 
            Thank God for being perfectly righteous and completely loving. 
  
Wednesday, July 4, 2018—Hosea 8-10 
            Sin will take you further, keep you longer, and cost you more than you ever imagined. Sin 
has a way of multiplying, like a single seed which produces a stalk filled with produce. Among other 
sins, Israel and Judah were planting seeds through their pagan worship, their false altars to Yahweh, 
and their allegiance with and reliance on foreign kings. “Indeed, they sow the wind and reap the 
whirlwind,” Hosea proclaimed (8:7). 
            Hosea’s message was troubling because he was discussing their disobedience and 
prophesying their destruction when their lives seemed to be so enjoyable (9:1). They were sinning 
and enjoying the results of it—financially, physically, and emotionally. They were spiritually fulfilling 
their obligation to Yahweh through sacrifice, so what possibly could Hosea be saying was their 
problem? What they could not imagine was coming. God was going to leave them (9:12) because 
they had left Him long ago. He was going to reject them, and they would wander like their ancestors 
(9:17). 



            Everything they set up as symbols of their success and of their devotion to God was going 
to disappear as bounty for foreign invaders or be destroyed by attack or neglect. Shame would 
replace all that glory (10:6), and they would want nothing more than for the mountains to fall on 
them and make them disappear. In His grace, God gave them a solution (10:12). 
            Break up unplowed ground, and plant righteousness so you might reap faithful love. Seek 
the Lord until He sends righteousness like rain. 
 
Tuesday, July 3, 2018—Hosea 5-7 
            Imagine a surgeon suggesting, “What if you did the surgery yourself? You could save money 
and do it whenever you’re ready.” To do surgery on oneself is not impossible, but one would hold 
the scalpel with hesitancy and not cut nearly as deeply or as quickly as necessary. 
            God’s people were going through the motions, yet God had withdrawn Himself from them 
(5:6). They said they trusted Him, yet they were going to foreign kings for help (5:13, 7:11). They 
were treating the symptom—vulnerability and weakness—rather than addressing the problem. They 
were adulterous, and until they repented and sought His face, there would be no relief (5:15). 
            God would treat them like a roaring lion, tearing them to pieces, just as they deserved (6:1-
3). God was not careless. His violence was against the wickedness and unholy ways that defiled His 
people and the land He gave them. Like a fleeing dove, they would find themselves covered by His 
net of discipline (7:11-13), something extremely uncomfortable but ultimately for their good and His 
glory. 
            The solution was simple. “Let us strive to know the LORD . . .” (6:3). He was willing to bind 
them up, but they were not willing to notice the flaws in their lives, like a gray hair unnoticed by one 
hoping for beauty and youth (7:8-9); “Israel’s arrogance testifies against them . . .” (7:10).  
            Pray for a life of faithful love (mercy), not sacrifice, a real relationship with Him and not 
going through the motions of worship (6:6). 
 
Monday, July 2, 2018—Hosea 1-4 
            To “deem” something worthy is to assign it value, to give it significance through words, 
thoughts, or actions. To “re-deem” something, then, is to “deem” it once again. Something that has 
lost value can be redeemed by an act of charity or words of encouragement. A dead soul can be 
redeemed by a merciful Savior and brought to life. 
            God had deemed the Jewish people to be His treasured possession, His royal priesthood, 
His holy nation. While they knew the definition and expectations of holiness, they struggled to 
practice it. To illustrate how far they had strayed and how desperately they needed to be redeemed, 
God called on Hosea to be a living example of God’s grace and mercy. “Go and marry a woman of 
promiscuity, and have children of promiscuity, for the land is committing blatant acts of promiscuity 
by abandoning the LORD” (1:2), so Hosea went and married Gomer. 
            Hosea and Gomer had three children, and they named them according to the coming actions 
of Yahweh. He was going to bring an end to Israel, and His mercy would be missing, and Israel 
would no longer be His people. Their faithlessness deemed them unworthy, and they were going to 
suffer for it. Their shame would be exposed to the world. 
            God promised, however, that one day they would be redeemed (1:10-2:1, 2:16-23), so Hosea 
went and bought Gomer out of slavery and redeemed her as his wife (3:1-5). He demonstrated the 
scandalous, prodigal love of the Father for His children. 
            Praise God today for redeeming the worthless through Jesus. 
  
 


