
Monday, September 9, 2019—2 Chronicles 30-32 

            Traditions are special. Families and communities use traditions as anchors to 

the past that spur celebration in the present and planning for the future. When the 

source of those traditions is lost, the tradition might continue for the wrong reason or for 

no reason at all. 

            God set aside three times each year that His people were to gather in Jerusalem 

and celebrate His provision. These traditions were opportunities to worship, confess, 

fellowship, and minister. For some, however, the tradition became more important than 

the tradition Giver. The focus was on completing the action and not honoring the 

Source. 

            King Hezekiah rediscovered the traditions God had given His people, and he 

wanted to honor God with the Passover. The Law prescribed a specific time for the 

Passover, but the priests were not spiritually ready. Rather than forcing the issue, 

Hezekiah delayed the celebration for a month. He broke “tradition” in order to fulfill the 

tradition fully. God’s people honor God when they come to Him humbly and gratefully. 

Hezekiah was more concerned with the inner condition than the outward action. As a 

result, God honored his prayers (30:20). 

            This attention to having a right heart stirred a revival in the land (31:1-8). The 

people were responding in worship and gratitude. The priests and Levites received 

blessing, and God blessed Hezekiah’s wholehearted devotion (31:21). God gave 

Hezekiah success and victory, but Hezekiah fell into the trap of pride and needed God’s 

grace to recover (32:1-31). 

            Praise God for godly traditions. Pray to walk humbly in them. 

Sunday, September 8, 2019—2 Chronicles 26-29 

            Media outlets continually promote those who have found “the secret to success.” 

Some have a new way of processing information. Others, a revolutionary product. 

Chronicles gives a tried-and-true option. “Uzziah sought God during the days of 

Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as the king sought the Lord, 

God gave him success” (26:5). 

            God made clear from the beginning the necessity of walking with Him. 

Generation after generation struggled with keeping that priority. Chronicles was 

teaching the returning exiles the secret to success was no secret at all. Those who walk 

with Yahweh find His blessing. 

            “But when he became powerful” (26:16), Uzziah wanted to do things his own 

way. He took the role of a priest, and God punished him for his overstepping. Growing 

in Christ should increase awe and humility, not produce pride and feelings of 

entitlement. God owes nothing to His people. 

            Jotham knew the truth and followed Yahweh. Somehow, his son Ahaz did not, 

and he went his own way. His people suffered, yet he continued to search for avenues 

out of conflict rather than surrendering to Yahweh as his father and grandfather had 

done (28:1-25). 

            Jotham’s son Hezekiah was wise and knew the way to success was in pursuing 

Yahweh. In his first month, he reopened the Temple and had it cleansed and purified. 



“And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced greatly because of what God had done for 

the people, for everything had been accomplished so quickly” (29:36). God’s ways really 

do work. 

            Praise God for the blessing of knowing and following Him. 

Saturday, September 7, 2019—2 Chronicles 23-25 

            God is always at work, but that doesn’t mean His hand is always visible. Many 

times, He is bringing His will into fulfillment without its being visible to the world, like a 

seed germinating in the ground. Time will tell. 

            Athaliah took control of Judah when her son, the king, died. She killed all the 

royal family to gain control, but Jehoida the priest and several others hid Joash, King 

Jehoram’s infant son. Seven years later, the time was right, and Jehoida gathered five 

army commanders, and they revolted against Athaliah and hailed Joash as king (23:1-

8). Then, Jehoida instituted religious reforms so necessary for righteousness. This 

victory was like the first tiny, green leaf breaking through the surface of the earth. 

            Some time later, Joash decided to repair the Temple. The people had not given 

faithfully as God demanded, and under Athaliah the Temple had fallen into disrepair. 

Joash placed a chest outside the Temple, and the people gave with gladness (24:10). 

The proceeds allowed the priests, Levites, and King Joash to restore the building and 

the sacrificial system (23:14). The tiny, green leaf was now a fruit-filled plant. 

            Sadly, the plant was soon diseased. After Jehoida’s death, King Joash’s people 

convinced him to abandon the ways of Yahweh. Their faithfulness was due to Jehoida’s 

leadership, not personal conviction. God allowed the Arameans to invade Judah as 

punishment, and Joash’s people eventually murdered him (24:23-27). His son, 

Amaziah, died violently as well because he worshiped idols, disobeying God (25:14-28). 

            Seek where God is at work. Thank Him for it, and join Him in it. 

Friday, September 6, 2019—2 Chronicles 20-22 

            Prayer is one of the most valuable gifts God has given people, yet people rarely 

use it by its design and potential. Prayer offers people the ability to speak to God and to 

hear from Him in times of peace and in times of conflict. Prayer should be a primary 

practice not a last resort. 

            Jehoshaphat was faithful in prayer. He sought God regularly to know how to 

proceed as king. When he heard that a large army was marching unprovoked against 

Judah, his first reaction was not to assemble the army but to pray (20:3). He ordered the 

entire nation to join him. 

            When he prayed, he did not begin with a cry for help. He began with a time of 

worship and remembrance of God’s character and faithfulness. Then, he stated the 

problem—Judah was powerless against this approaching enemy. “We don’t know what 

to do, but our eyes are on you,” he concluded (20:12). 

            God said the battle was His, not theirs (20:15). They assembled the next 

morning, with the choir at the front of the troops, and began praising God. At that 

moment, God stirred the enemy to destroy themselves, and God’s people walked away 

with victory and treasure. 

            Jehoram did not learn by example and encouraged pagan worship during his 



reign (21:11). As a result, he suffered, and the country was weakened. “No one was 

sorry when he died” (21:20). His son, Ahaziah, followed the pagan example of Israel 

(22:4). He, too, suffered and died. 

            Seek to know God and destroy idols every day. 

Thursday, September 5, 2019—2 Chronicles 17-19 

            The exiles returning to Israel would face all kinds of situations and temptations. 

The story of Jehoshaphat would provide helpful examples and strong cautions. King 

Jehoshaphat followed the righteous practices of his father. He strengthened Judah 

militarily and spiritually (17:1-6). 

            He did not allow Israel’s spiritual drift to affect him and his people, and he sent 

teachers throughout the country to train the people. “They took copies of the Book of the 

Law of the Lord and traveled around through all the towns of Judah, teaching the 

people. Then the fear of the Lord fell over all the surrounding kingdoms so none of them 

declared war on Jehoshaphat” (17:9-10). Some even brought gifts to the king (17:11). 

            Ahab enticed Jehoshaphat to go into battle, and Jehoshaphat agreed on one 

condition—they had to inquire of the Lord (18:4). Jehoshaphat discerned the need for a 

true prophet. Micaiah declared he would only say what God said to him (18:13). He said 

Israel would suffer greatly in war, and he was put in prison for it. He told everyone to 

take note of his words. If he were a true prophet, his words would come true (18:27). As 

a result of the war, Ahab was wounded and died (18:34). 

            Jehoshaphat appointed judges for the people so God would be honored and the 

people would be blessed. “Fear the Lord and judge with care, for the Lord our God does 

not tolerate perverted justice, partiality, or the taking of bribes” (19:7). 

            Pray for such a life—one that honors and pleases God. 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019—2 Chronicles 14-16 

             “God ain’t never had a grandchild. Only a child will do!” The old Southern 

gospel song lyrics remind the listener that spiritual legacy does not mean spiritual life. 

Every person has to come to a personal moment of conviction and repentance and then 

walk in the newness of life in Christ. Having parents and grandparents of faith is not 

saving faith. 

            Asa was the great-grandson of King David. He could have said, “I’m the living 

descendant of the great king. God has to bless me because He promised.” Asa did 

nothing of the sort. He actively removed pagan symbols and pagan influence from the 

country and commanded the people seek Yahweh and obey Him (14:5). He led as God 

expected. 

            When he went into battle, he did so to glorify God, not himself. He prayed, “O 

Lord, no one but you can help the powerless against the mighty! Help us, O Lord our 

God, for we trust in you alone. It is in your name that we have come against this vast 

horde. O Lord, you are our God; do not let mere men prevail against you!” (14:11). 

            Azariah brought words of confirmation and conviction to Asa and the people 

(15:1-7). Life without the Lord was meaningless and dangerous. When they returned to 

Him, He provided peace and prosperity. He would continue this blessing if they 

continued pursuing Him. It was that simple. 



            Asa drifted from his trust, and it was costly (16:1-10). Pray for joy in your 

faithfulness to God (15:12-15). Praise Him for His blessing. 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019—2 Chronicles 10-13 

            Wisdom does not come by osmosis. The disciples spent three years with Jesus 

but remained dull on many levels. Wisdom comes from intentionally seeking the Lord to 

know Him and His ways. 

            Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, had lived his life with the wisest man in history, but 

he was not able to recognize wisdom he heard it from his advisors. He wanted more, 

but one wonders why this was. His father lived in peace and prosperity. The desire for 

more can only be attributed to greed and selfishness. He focused on himself rather than 

God and the kingdom, and he lost nearly all of the treasure God had provided. 

            God knew this was going to happen because God has all wisdom, so he had 

promised Jeroboam a kingdom of his own to lead (10:9), and Rehoboam wisely listened 

to this truth and did not fight what God was doing (11:4). Almost immediately, 

Jeroboam’s kingdom weakened itself as many chose to worship at pagan shrines rather 

than go to Jerusalem (11:15). Jeroboam displayed a devastating lack of wisdom that 

would be costly. 

            Rehoboam, too, made catastrophic choices for worship. This spiritual weakness 

made them vulnerable to military attack (12:1-6). Rehoboam realized his mistake, and 

God did not allow Egypt to destroy them completely (12:7-12). Their renewed trust in 

Yahweh gave them the ability to fight against Israel and King Jeroboam and find victory 

(13:18). 

            Thank God for the gift of wisdom and the indwelling Holy Spirit. Pray for 

sensitivity to hear His voice and for growth in wisdom. 


