
Sunday, July 15, 2018—Isaiah 25-27 
            For three weeks in the summer of 2018, 12 pre-teen, Thai soccer players and their coach 
huddled together nearly three miles inside a cave wondering whether anyone would ever find them. 
An afternoon exploration trip had become a quest for survival as quickly-rising waters kept them 
from escaping. When a highly-trained diver emerged from the waters, imagine the surprise and relief 
in those boys and that man! 
            “I knew you’d come!” So many have said that to a friend or family member, and the speaker 
says it with a level of gratitude and satisfaction that only increases as time passes and the situation 
grows more dire. In Isaiah 25, the prophet sees a day when God will demonstrate Himself to be the 
supreme majesty. Nations will fear Him. Powers will be nothing compared to Him. His people will 
say, “Look, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he has saved us. This is the LORD; we have 
waited for him. Let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation” (25:9). 
            Until that day, His people can wait patiently. “You will keep the mind that is dependent on 
you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you. Trust in the LORD forever, because in the LORD, the 
LORD himself, is an everlasting rock!” (26:3-4). His people are willing to wait for Him because their 
greatest desire is for His fame (26:8). They look toward the day when He will call His children home, 
from east and west, “and they will worship the LORD at Jerusalem on the holy mountain” (27:13b). 
            Praise God for always being on time. Live for His glory alone. 
 

 
Saturday, July 14, 2018—Isaiah 22-24 
            When disaster happens, people are prone to take a long look. The unusual nature of the 
event makes drivers slow down on the highway or viewers stare for hours at the screen. What is 
hard to believe takes time to process. “What happened here? What am I seeing?” 
            Isaiah was seeing, in the Valley of Vision, a great disaster. The people of Israel were captive, 
and their armies were powerless. They had been something significant in the past, but God had 
performed a great reversal without the armies putting up a fight. “I will remove you from your 
office; you will be ousted from your position” (22:19). God would transfer the authority and glory of 
His people to one called Eliakim. Everything the people believed about themselves would be 
destroyed. Imagine their asking, “What has happened here? What are we seeing? What do we do?” 
            God was working against His people and in all the powers of the earth to show them as 
nothing compared to Him. “The LORD of Armies planned it, to desecrate all its glorious beauty, to 
disgrace all the honored ones of the earth” (23:9). Until people see the weakness of their idols and 
the shame of their values, they will not repent. To see what was once strong become weak is 
disconcerting and causes one to pause and consider. 
            God will one day display His glory as King of kings (24:23). Live each day with that reality so 
there will be no change in your perspective on the day He arrives and makes it apparent to all. 
 
Friday, July 13, 2018—Isaiah 19-21 
            In gripping stories, the tide begins to turn when one who is seemingly weak or insignificant 
begins to reveal inside knowledge. The voice on the phone gives details about the layout of the 
house or the location of people. The minor character describes the inner workings of the security of 
a strategic place. Suddenly, the mighty feel vulnerable. 
            In the previous chapters, Isaiah describes the judgment coming to Israel, Judah, and their 
neighbors. In Isaiah 19, he details at length the destruction that awaits the mighty Egyptian empire. 
The people, the economy, and the geography of Egypt are at risk because the LORD of Armies is 
going to move against them. Nothing is hidden or off limits. 



            God had worked mightily against Egypt before. He brought plagues on the land so His 
people could be rescued. He parted the Red Sea for His people and then drowned the Pharaoh’s 
army in the same waters. This next act, however, would totally revolutionize the nation. There would 
be a road from Egypt to Assyria that anyone would travel freely. There would be worship of 
Yahweh in the land of Pharaoh. He would no longer be god. Only the LORD of Armies would reign 
supreme. 
            In Isaiah 20, Isaiah says Assyria marched against Egypt and captured Ashdod. What seemed 
impossible happened, and God’s word seemed even more possible. One day, Assyria too would fall 
(21:9). What is impossible with man possible with God. Praise Him for His knowledge 

  
 
of all things and His power to accomplish His word. 
 
Thursday, July 12, 2018—Isaiah 16-18 
            The Moabites were not God’s chosen people, but they were neighbors of Israel and shared 
some genealogical roots with the Jewish people. The relationship between Moab and Israel was 
contentious, but Isaiah was mournful about their coming fate. The pride of Moab would lead to 
downfall, and Isaiah said, “I moan like the sound of a lyre for Moab” (16:11a). His loyalty to 
Yahweh and to Israel did not prevent his having compassion on a people experiencing suffering. 
            Damascus was the capital city of Aram, and the relationship with Aram was not unlike that 
with Moab. There were some high points, as Aram provided military security or commercial benefit, 
but there were plenty of low points, as they negatively influenced Israel with their pagan belief and 
practice. They strength of Aram would soon crumble under the judgment of God because they 
forgot Him (17:10). 
            God was promising to bring judgment and repentance to peoples near and far. The strongest 
and fiercest of armies would be no match for His strength. Even Cush would bring a gift to Mount 
Zion as an expression of worship to the LORD of Armies (18:7). 
            Some of what Isaiah saw was happening before his eyes. Some of it was in the near and the 
distant future. God would bring all of that about in his own timing to stir the worship He deserved. 
He is gracious and compassionate, and He will preserve the remnant who are faithful, but He will 
not leave the guilty unpunished. Praise God today for His consistency. 
 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018—Isaiah 13-15 
            The law of the harvest is simple: you reap what you sow. You reap later than you sow, and 
you reap more than you sow, but you always reap what you sow. Apple seeds will never produce 
oranges. Sin will never produce righteousness. Fruit is a direct result of the root. 
            God was telling His people through Isaiah of the coming Day of the LORD. “I will punish 
the world for its evil, and wicked people for their iniquities. I will put an end to the pride of the 
arrogant and humiliate the insolence of tyrants” (13:11). What God described was terrible, and His 
anger would be fierce because the people had sown so much sin. 
            Babylon would be His first instrument in judgment, but they themselves would be sowing 
sin by their action, so they, too, would face judgment at the hands of the Medes (13:17). God takes 
notice of everything, and in the fullness of time He brings complete justice. 
            “The LORD of Armies himself has planned it; therefore, who can stand in its way? It is his 
hand that is outstretched, so who can turn it back?” (14:27). Isaiah spoke with complete certainty, 
and he warned a neighbor, Philistia, not to gloat at the destruction of this mutual enemy because 



destruction was waiting for them as well. No one escapes the watchfulness of God. All will face the 
proper judgment. 
            Thank God for His justice, and praise Him for His compassion. Pray for a repentant heart 
which leads to a life of righteous sowing. 
 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018—Isaiah 10-12 
            God knows all people are not alike. He created every person with distinct abilities and 
personality, so no two people are the same. In addition, the circumstances of life mean that some 
people will have less than others. Some leaders will be more righteous than their peers. God sees all 
of this and calls His people to be aware as well and to act accordingly. 
            Isaiah criticized God’s people because they ignored the injustice and oppression around 
them or actively worked for it (10:1). They were creating hardships for the poor, needy, widow, and 
orphan (10:2). Israel had once been as a nation like these people—without help or connection. God 
stepped in and saved them, so He expected His people to act as He did. Instead, they were thinking 
selfishly and causing hardship. Assyria would be the instrument God would use to punish the 
disobedient, but Assyria would not escape (10:12). The arrogance of those leaders would cost them 
just as pride was the fall of Israel and Judah. 
            In his abundance grace, however, God was making plans for a remnant to survive and 
return. There would be a leader like never before, a shoot from the stump of Jesse, that would 
spring up and live with righteousness and faithfulness (11:5). He would usher in an era of peace like 
no one had ever seen, and God would bring His people home (11:11-16). 
            Care for the weak. Live righteously. “Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things. Let  
t 
his be known throughout the earth” (12:5). 
Monday, July 9, 2018—Isaiah 7-9 
            God is slow to anger and abounding in love. He gives opportunity to repent far beyond what 
human patience typically allows. King Ahaz was disobedient, yet God sent a prophet to Ahaz and 
told him not to be afraid when the northern kingdom and Aram marched against Judah. The leaders 
were certainly powerful, but they were no match for God Himself. “If you do not stand firm in your 
faith, then you will not stand at all” (7:9b). 
            God gave King Ahaz a sign—a virgin who would have a son and name him Immanuel 
(7:14). Despite the chaos around them, the people of God were seen and secure because of God, 
not because of the king on the throne or the threats surrounding them. He was able to deliver them. 
            “Devise a plan; it will fail. Make a prediction; it will not happen. For God is with us. . . . You 
are to regard only the LORD of Armies as holy. Only he should be feared; only he should be held in 
awe” (8:10, 13). Isaiah asked, when surrounded by the evidence of God’s promises, why people 
would ask him to inquire of mediums and spiritists (8:19). God was the living One and their only 
hope. He was going to send light to those in darkness (9:2) and bring an end to war by sending a 
child to be leader (9:6). 
            Praise God for His patience in our disobedience and dullness. Pray for faithfulness to Him 
alone and a life which proclaims His greatness. 
  
 


