
Monday, November 18, 2019—Galatians 4-6 

            Jesus said the way to destruction was broad and many would find it. The way to 

life, however, is narrow, and few find it. That narrow way, then, requires careful attention 

in order to stay within its boundaries. Some might even describe it as a balancing act. 

            Paul was calling the Galatians to consider this carefully. Jesus had freed them 

from slavery to the Law because only He could fulfill it. Why, then, Paul asked, were 

they submitting themselves once again to its requirements? False teachers were telling 

them they had to fulfill Old Testament regulations to be saved. God gave them a new 

covenant in Christ because they could not keep their part of the old one. 

            The road of faith was the road of grace, and they dare not fall of the road on the 

side of legalism. Paul also told them not to fall into the other ditch of licentiousness—

giving in to sensual desires. Walking with Jesus on the narrow road means walking by 

the power of the Spirit to crucify self each day and express one’s faith by loving others, 

not self. 

            The power of the Spirit becomes evident as He produces fruit in the believer that 

blesses others through sharing burdens and being generous. Sowing to the Spirit will, in 

time, bring fruit by the Spirit. Sowing to the flesh—whether in trying to keep religious 

rules or wildly carousing to fulfill desires—will reap destruction to the flesh and the soul. 

            Praise God for true freedom and abundant life in Christ alone. 

Sunday, November 17, 2019—Galatians 1-3 

            Satan specializes in deception. He will do whatever He can to take glory away 

from God and joy away from God’s people. He began this work in the Garden of Eden 

and has continued through every generation since. 

            Paul had traveled through Galatia (part of modern-day Turkey) during his first 

missionary journey, and he received word that many of the churches there had been 

influenced by false teachers who came in after Paul had returned home. These false 

teachers were telling the new believers in Galatian that they couldn’t truly follow Christ 

and receive salvation unless they adopted Jewish religious practices. Paul was shocked 

to learn that the people had traded the Good News for something so discouraging (1:6-

7). 

            Paul had seen and heard this kind of religious oppression in his own ministry 

(2:4-5), and he rejected their demands. Just as Peter had helped bring the gospel to the 

Jews, Paul was bringing the gospel to the Gentiles (2:7), and having to submit to 

regulations under the Old Covenant was not good news at all. The Council at Jerusalem 

(2:9; see Acts 15) helped settle this for the Jewish and Gentile Christians. 

            Paul had seen Peter himself slip into this Jewish-regulation expectation when 

Peter came to Antioch, and Paul confronted him about it. Paul knew trying to keep the 

law only proved how incapable anyone truly is. If one could be saved by keeping the 

law, Christ died for nothing (2:11-21). 

The Spirit comes to those who believe (3:2), not by keeping the Law. 

            Praise God for grace to be saved and the Spirit to walk in freedom. 

Saturday, November 16, 2019—James 3-5 

            James wanted his readers to understand that faith in Christ was not simply 



another religious system to adopt. Faith was a transformative relationship that brought 

recognizable results. Fruit comes from the root. 

            For instance, when the Spirit possessed the soul, He took control of the tongue. 

Though small, the tongue has tremendous power for good and evil. A small bit controls 

a horse. A tiny rudder steers a sheep. A small spark consumes a forest. The tongue 

demonstrates who is truly in control of the person. Likewise, wisdom from God dampens 

jealousy and heightens unity. God replaces selfish ambition with sacrificial service. 

            James challenged the people to assess themselves and admit that their fighting 

was a result of their self-centeredness. They weren’t pursuing God but themselves. 

They were committing spiritual adultery and needed to repent by running hard toward 

God. They could successfully resist the devil, and God would lift them up in their 

humility. 

            The culture urged them to pursue riches and avoid suffering, but James told 

them the way of Christ was just the opposite. He warned the rich of the dangers that 

wealth brought to the soul, and he urged them all to be patient in suffering, just as the 

prophets and Christ Himself had been. 

            Fresh water flows from a fresh source. Pray for God’s continual renewal of your 

soul to produce fruit that all can see and enjoy. Ask for a deepening dependence on 

prayer to endure suffering and bless others. 

Friday, November 15, 2019—James 1-2 

            The early chapters of Acts describe the powerful moving of the Holy Spirit and 

the transformation He brought in many people and to the culture around the rapidly-

expanding church. That growth was not without difficulty, however. There was spiritual 

warfare within and without—expressed in physical and relational turmoil—that ebbed 

and flowed. 

            The author James was the half-brother of Jesus Christ and the leader of the 

church in Jerusalem. He had grown up watching Jesus, knowing Him personally, but he 

had not become a believer until after the resurrection. God quickly equipped him to 

shepherd the flagship church family, and he wrote from Jerusalem to brothers and 

sisters in Christ scattered throughout the Roman Empire who were suffering for Christ. 

            He urged them to see suffering as a pathway to joy, because the testing of faith 

develops perseverance that gives God time to mature the believer (1:2-4). To endure, 

they needed wisdom, and God supplied that without hesitation. God had a crown of life 

waiting for them (1:12). 

            Beyond rejoicing and enduring, James wanted Christ-followers to be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger (1:19). If Christ truly had changed them, they 

needed to demonstrate that to a world that desperately needed Him, the Giver of all 

good things. True religion would make them self-controlled and turn their attention to the 

needy. 

            A transformed soul sees people and money differently, is humble, and filled with 

grace and mercy. Faith is in Jesus, and life is filled with His works (2:1-26). Pray for this 

kind of Jesus-affirming, active faith. 

Thursday, November 14, 2019—Acts 13-14 



            The church at Antioch was special. There the believers were first called 

Christians. From there, Paul left for his first missionary journey. What made this 

congregation so unique? A variety of answers are true, but Luke notes in Acts 12:20-21 

that they were one of the first congregations to reach out to Gentiles, and the power of 

the Lord was on them. 

            In Acts 13:2-3, Luke says their worship gathering was highlighted by prayer and 

fasting. They longed to hear from the Lord, and this was a blessing to God Himself. As a 

result, He raised up Paul and Barnabas to accomplish a special work, and sent them 

out by the Holy Spirit (13:4). 

            Paul began his ministry in each city at the synagogues, reaching out to his fellow 

Jews. In Pamphylia, he preached history and then said this good news was for them. Of 

particular news was that Jesus was raised from the dead. This was the promise of God 

(13:32-33). Forgiveness was not available through the Law but was through Jesus 

(13:38). 

            Then, he went to the Gentiles (13:46), and every believer was filled with joy and 

the Spirit (13:52). They moved on from there to Iconium, Paul was stoned in Lystra, and 

they shared in Derbe. They backtracked to encourage the new disciples to endure 

suffering (14:22), and they appointed elders to lead. The church was expanding. 

            Praise God for the power of the Holy Spirit to bring forgiveness and joy. Pray for 

a willingness to reach out to others and share truth. 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019—Acts 10-12 

            Cornelius was a religious man. He was devout and feared God. He gave and 

prayed (10:2), but he did not know God personally. Peter, too, was devout, but he would 

not have imagined sharing the same faith with Cornelius because Cornelius was a 

Roman, a Gentile. Through divinely-orchestrated visitations, God set up a meeting 

between the two (10:3-16). 

            God told Cornelius, “Your prayers have been heard, and your gifts to the poor 

have been noticed” (10:31). The outward expressions were important, but they were not 

enough. God knew Cornelius’ heart. He was ready. Peter told him about Jesus, and the 

Holy Spirit fell. Peter had a new understanding of the good news, concluding, “He 

accepts those who fear him and do what is right” (10:34). 

            Some were not convinced that the Gentiles could believe, so Peter recounted 

the command of the Spirit, the witness of other Jews, and the promises of Jesus to 

make this very thing possible (11:1-18). The gospel continued to spread to the Gentiles, 

and believers were first called “Christians” in a Gentile church, in Antioch of Syria 

(11:26). 

            Outside forces continued to conspire against the church. King Herod killed 

James, the brother of John, and then had Peter arrested, intending to kill him. The 

church prayed, and an angel released Peter from prison (12:1-19). The chapter that 

began with Herod’s persecution ends with Herod’s death and the church’s growth 

(12:24). 

            Thank God for His sovereignty over all people, places, periods, and 

circumstances. Praise Him for saving those who have faith in Him. 



Tuesday, November 12, 2019—Acts 6-9 

            As the holidays approach, people begin assembling “wish lists.” Most children 

write down what they want. Most adults make a list of what they need. There is a vast 

difference between wants and needs. 

            God knew what the early church needed, and though they would likely not have 

asked for what they experienced, they never would have traded it once they saw the 

glory of God in it. In Acts 6, they began to struggle relationally—the Greek-speaking 

widows felt they were not treated as well as the Hebrew-speaking widows. The church 

needed servants, so God raised up Spirit-led men who met the challenge and grew the 

church. 

            One of these men, Stephen, was so used of God that he became a target. Satan 

will continually try to divide the church from the inside or discourage it from the outside. 

False accusations led to Stephen’s trial, and he testified powerfully to the truth of God 

and the good news of Jesus. He so angered the religious leaders that they stoned him. 

            The church needed servants, and God gave them. The church needed Stephen, 

and God used him. The church then needed to be scattered, so God sent all but the 

apostles out of Jerusalem, and the church began to grow beyond the Jewish confines 

into the Samaritan world. 

            The church needed Saul, so God transformed one of the greatest persecutors 

into one of the greatest champions. Praise God today for His bringing what we need, 

not what we want, for His glory and our good. 


