
Sunday, April 1, 2018—1 Samuel 21-24 
            April 1 is known in many places as April Fool’s Day. On that day, many attempt to fool others into 
believing something is true that is not or that something is false that is actual reality. The variety of tricks and 
tales lead to all manner of results—most funny, some troubling. 
            David was on the run from Saul, and he had to be creative about his method. He needed provisions 
to sustain his men and weapons to protect them, so he told a story that was not true to the priest. At the city 
gate in Gath, David let saliva run down his beard and acted like a madman. In both cases, he was pretending 
something was true to save his life. 
            Though lying to the priest, David remained faithful to Yahweh and to Saul. He kept the men 
consecrated because everything they did was to honor the Lord. He inquired of Yahweh before raiding the 
Philistines (23:2) and liberating Keilah. Sadly, Saul did not see David’s faithfulness to him and to Israel, and 
he had the priest who helped David killed. Others of the priest’s family died as well. David’s “April Fool’s” 
had taken a dark turn. 
            God began to remedy the situation when Saul went into a cave where David was hiding. David could 
have killed Saul but simply cut a small piece from his robe. Later, he revealed himself to Saul and showed him 
the piece. Saul realized David was not interested in killing him and made a covenant with David—recognizing 
David’s righteousness, promising to end his pursuit, and asking David to spare his family. 
            Pray for faithfulness and wisdom in the toughest of situations. 
  
Saturday, March 31, 2018—1 Samuel 17-20 
            Like Jonathan, David exhibited great faith in God, trusting Him more than the circumstances before 
him. David knew the target was Goliath, but he represented the entire Philistine army and nation, a people 
who denied the supremacy of Yahweh and defied His army. David wanted God to defeat Goliath so He 
would receive the fame He deserved. David had no intention of becoming famous himself. He wanted to 
defend the honor of Yahweh against the one who spoke so vilely against Him. 
            Without a doubt, God had his hand on David to use Him so powerfully in such an unusual way. The 
hand of God, however, did not make the effort easy. Before the battle, David’s brothers questioned his being 
there, although their father asked him to come. After the victory, Saul grew jealous of David and his success. 
He was “afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had left Saul” (18:12). Those out of touch 
with the heart of God will not understand the ways of God. 
            Saul’s jealousy turned to murderous rage, and he tried in several ways to bring David’s life to an end. 
God was at work even in this, moving Saul to prophesy naked in order to allow David to escape. In time, 
Jonathan put himself at risk and developed a plan that would reveal Saul’s intentions and give direction for 
David’s future. 
            Ask God to develop your faith so you are more concerned with His glory than your own security. 
Pray for good friends to encourage you in the journey. 
 
Friday, March 30, 2018—1 Samuel 14-16 
            Often, there is a fine line between faith and insanity. What might seem completely illogical and even 
dangerous to the outside observer is a decision by the believer filled with faith and certainty. Jonathan, the 
son of Saul, was at one of those moments. Outnumbered and under-supplied, he and his armor bearer 
approached the enemy. Jonathan said, “Nothing can keep the LORD from saving whether by many or by few” 
(14:6). 
            Was he being reckless? Some might say so, yet Jonathan was completely confident God was going to 
work in the situation for their victory and His glory. The faith of Jonathan started a wave of panic within the 
Philistines that allowed the other Israelites to rise up and join in. At the end of the day, the troops spoke up 
for Jonathan because they saw the importance of his faithful action and the folly of his father’s oath. 
            Saul had a troubling pattern of obedience and disobedience. He had grown impatient in earlier days 
and offered sacrifices himself. Later, he chastised his troops for eating meat with blood and demanded their 
obedience to God. Then, he was to destroy the Amalekites completely but kept their king and the best of 
their possessions, telling Samuel he brought them home for sacrifice to God. Samuel told Saul the sad news 
that God had rejected him as king (15:23) because of his rejection of God’s word. 



            Pray for a life of obedience that becomes an offering of worship to God. Thank God for His word 
that clearly guides and empowers faith. 
 
Thursday, March 29, 2018—1 Samuel 11-13 
            No one had ever been king of Israel before Saul, so there was no example for him to follow. His 
continuing to work in the fields after his anointing should not, then, be surprising. He continued doing what 
he had been until the need for him to act as king arose. And arise it did. 
            Some of the Hebrews received a threat from the Ammonites, and they made an appeal to the nation 
at large. When Saul saw their weeping and heard of the need, the Spirit of God stirred in him like never 
before (11:6), and he rallied his people to fight the clear and present danger. The victory for Israel was 
decisive, and some who had supported Saul all along called for the execution of those who had doubted his 
leadership. In true humility, Saul put a quick end to this discussion and made sure the glory went to Yahweh 
for the victory He had provided. 
            Samuel made sure the people realized the transition which had taken place. Their leader was now the 
king because of their rebellion against God, yet God made possible their continued blessing if they and the 
king lived in faithful obedience (12:14). Saul found success, but he was not perfect. While waiting on Samuel 
to arrive and lead the people in worship, Saul grew impatient and performed the sacrifice. He was seeking the 
Lord’s favor but prevented his receiving it by that very act. 
            Pray for obedience in the very moment God presents the opportunity and for faithfulness not to 
compromise in difficult moments. 
  
Wednesday, March 28, 2018—1 Samuel 8-10 
            Humans are a stubborn bunch. Their being made in the image of God gives them the ability to make 
decisions, to be creative, and to exert influence, but sin has tainted that image to make them believe they have 
better ideas than the Creator Himself. Even those who know God intimately fall short of His glory and make 
foolish choices. 
            As Samuel aged, his sons wandered from faithfulness just as Eli’s  had done when Samuel was young. 
Their weakness alerted the Israelites to the need for better leadership for the future. That was a good 
assessment. Their conclusion, however, was flawed. The Israelites told Samuel to anoint a king “to judge us 
the same as all the other nations have” (8:5). The people God called to be distinct were demanding to be 
average. They had not learned from their ancestors who had wandered in mediocrity for 40 years. 
            Samuel was devastated by the request, but God assured him the people weren’t rejecting Samuel but 
rejecting God Himself. As with the people in the time of the judges, this generation, too, was abandoning 
Yahweh and worshiping other gods (8:8). In His graciousness, God raised up Saul to save His people from 
the Philistines (9:16), just as the judges had done in generations prior. As king, however, he was going to have 
much more power over the people to conscript their children and possessions. 
            Ask God to show you areas where you are trusting in the ways and people of the world rather than 
worshiping and trusting Him. 
  
Tuesday, March 27, 2018—1 Samuel 4-7 
            Is God a convenient help in times of distress? Is He one among many of the people, places, and 
things which provide comfort and hope? To be God means He is sovereign over all areas of life at all times. 
            The old enemy, the Philistines, arranged themselves to go to battle once again with Israel. In their first 
skirmish, Israel lost about 4,000 troops, and they asked an interesting question. “Why did the LORD defeat us 
today before the Philistines?” (4:3). Most would ask why the enemy had found success, but God’s people had 
a better understanding of God’s sovereignty and their role before Him. 
            They asked a good question, but they arrived at a flawed conclusion. They took the ark of the 
covenant from the Tabernacle in Shiloh and brought it to battle, like a good-luck charm. While the Philistines 
were terrified that a powerful god had entered the battle, they found even greater success, killing 30,000 
Israelites. God wants what is good for His people, but He will not allow them to treat Him like a good luck 
charm, bringing Him into difficult situations simply hoping to make it better. 



            What was devastating for Israel was even more troubling for the Philistines. The Ark was caused 
spiritual and physical conflict in Philistia, and the pagans soon returned the Ark without Israel’s lifting a finger 
to recover it. Samuel called the people to repentance, and God gave victory. 
            Repent of those times when God has been the last resort or one god among many. Pray for a life of 
sole allegiance to Him. 

 
Monday, March 26, 2018—1 Samuel 1-3 
            Moses and Joshua helped bring an end to the wilderness wanderings of God’s people, but after their 
deaths Israel wandered spiritually and morally. Without a leader, the people struggled to live as a nation set 
apart for the use and glory of God. The birth and calling of Samuel marked the beginning of a new era for 
Israel. 
            Like Samson, Samuel came to a mother who had not been able to have a child. Like Samson, Samuel 
was dedicated to Yahweh from birth and was not to have his hair cut. Unlike Samson, Samuel became a 
servant of the Lord at the tabernacle at an early age. His mother had longed for him, begging God for him, 
and then willingly offered him to God when he was weaned. He was a literal firstfruits offering to God. 
            Can you imagine the emotions with which Hannah wrestled to give him up? What was Samuel feeling 
as he left his home and lived at the Tabernacle? Despite the challenge, Hannah worshiped (2:1-10), and God 
was gracious to give her more children in the future. 
            Unlike Samson, Samuel heard from God. When at night he heard His voice, he first thought it was 
Eli, but Eli urged him to tell God he was His servant, willing to listen. God began to speak to Samuel and 
prepare him to lead the nation in a way no one before him had done. 
            Pray that your life and your church will focus on making disciples who make disciples, faithfully 
shaping generations who hear and obey. 

 


