
Thursday, August 12, 2021—Jeremiah 24-26 

            God saw the clear difference between the good and the bad. He knew that 

a vast number of Jews were taken captive to Babylon. Some of them were 

righteous. Some of them were unrighteous. All of them had to endure a similar fate 

in the short-term. What was going to be different was the long-term outcome. God 

was going to restore the righteous and cause them to flourish (24:6-7), but the 

wicked would be consumed. 

            Jeremiah had told them some years earlier of this punishment. For 70 

years, God’s people would suffer the misery and indignity of living in a foreign land 

under an evil ruler (25:12). Eventually, God would return that indignity and misery 

on all those who inflicted such pain on His righteous ones. He would use them, but 

He would also judge them. God continually assesses the righteous and the 

unrighteous and rewards accordingly. 

            Hearing such strong words of judgment is not enjoyable. The people rose 

up against Jeremiah and called for his death (26:11). Jeremiah continued faithfully 

proclaiming God’s call for repentance and trusted God to judge them for their evil 

(26:15). One of the elders remembered the word of God through Micah the prophet 

(26:18) and affirmed Jeremiah’s call. 

            When you find yourself in a difficult situation, ask God to show you the 

reason. Sometimes there needs to be repentance. Sometimes there only needs to 

be patience. In every situation, know His word, proclaim His word, and live by His 

word. Urge those around you to do the same. 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021—Jeremiah 21-23 

            When the electricity is off, the habit of turning on the light when entering a 

room is hard to break. You flip the switch, but nothing happens. When the battery 

in the car is dead, you are stunned and quickly concerned when you turn the key, 

and the car won’t start. When those regular sources of power and direction don’t 

work, the surprise soon turns serious. 

            King Zedekiah saw the approach of the Babylonians, so he sent envoys to 

the prophet Jeremiah to seek the Lord’s favor. Imagine his surprise when he 



discovered the electricity was out and the battery was dead. God said He would 

not fight for the city. In fact, they city would fall to Babylon, and the only way for 

people to survive was to surrender to King Nebuchadnezzar (21:9). 

            The deliverance with which they had grown accustomed would not work 

this time. In fact, the people were going to be led away, and many of them would 

never see their homes again (22:11). Those with deep pockets and thick walls 

would be no match for God’s judgment. They had for too long ignored Him and 

neglected the weak. Judgment had come. 

            God continued to expect righteousness of the people even in their removal 

from the land. God would also be faithful to His promise to keep a king from 

David’s line on the throne. One day, He would restore the people and the King to 

Israel (23:5-6). 

            Thank God for loving enough to judge evil and deliver the faithful. 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021—Jeremiah 17-20 

            “It wasn’t me!” Everyone at some point has deflected accusations of guilt. 

Children comically try to defend themselves while holding the evidence in their 

hands. Adults more subtly attempt to defend themselves although the fruit of their 

lives demonstrate their obvious flaws. 

            Jeremiah wanted his fellow Israelites to know their sins had found them 

out. The land was littered with the evidence. Altars to foreign gods were 

everywhere. Their lifestyles and weekly habits neglected His ways. The people had 

followed their hearts, and their hearts had deceived them (17:9). God blesses 

those whose hearts trust wholly in Him (17:7-8). 

            Like clay in the hands of a potter were the people of Judah to Yahweh. 

Their flaws meant He needed to crush them and remake them. The process would 

be uncomfortable but necessary. The results would make His people more useful 

to Him and, thus, more fulfilled (18:1-17). 

            Jeremiah prophesied these hard truths (19:1-15), and the people did not 

like it. He suffered (20:2) for being obedient. His short-term misery was nothing 

compared to what was coming for the unrepentant people who despised him and 



God’s word. Jeremiah was convinced of God’s greatness and could not keep silent 

(20:9) with the truth God gave him. He was troubled by what he had to report, but 

God was greater than his pain. 

            Thank God for being supreme. Admit those areas where you fall short of 

His glory. Help others see their own tendencies to wander and sin. Strive together 

to walk in His holiness and abundance. 

Monday, August 9, 2021—Jeremiah 13-16 

            Sometimes God does strange things to get His people’s attention. He used 

a donkey to speak to Balaam. He used underwear as an object lesson for 

Jeremiah. 

            God’s people were as close to him and as intimate with him as the 

undergarments a person wears, but they were good for nothing (13:10). While they 

had direct contact with God, they had wasted that privilege by giving themselves in 

spiritual intimacy to other gods. While they had the power and provision of God 

Almighty to bless others, they had squandered their opportunity and sought their 

own comfort instead. 

            As a result, the people were going to cry out during famine and drought and 

find no relief. They loved to wander, and God was going to hold them accountable 

for their sin (14:10). The other prophets were telling the people everything would 

be okay, but God was not telling them that. The coming devastation would prove 

them false. Even if Moses or Samuel stood before God to plead Israel’s case, He 

would not relent (15:1). 

            Jeremiah admitted the sin of the people and begged for God’s forgiveness 

(14:20-22), but the sin of King Manasseh was so great that the people and the land 

were tainted beyond anything for which Jeremiah could confess (15:4). Though 

obedient, Jeremiah himself was suffering under the consequences of such 

wickedness (15:15-21). God was going to make clear the greatness of His 

character and the depravity of theirs (16:1-21). 

            Praise God for His holiness. Walk in that holiness every day. 

Sunday, August 8, 2021—Jeremiah 9-12 



            Parents of teenagers are often convinced those adolescents have lost the 

ability to hear. What else could explain their inability to obey? New coaches 

sometimes have the task of turning around a losing team and discover the problem 

is not a lack of talent but the toxic locker room. 

            Jeremiah had the unenviable task of prophesying to God’s people. 

Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet because of the many tears he shed 

over his audience (9:1). He warned them. He mourned over them, but they would 

not listen. He wished he could run away and hide (9:2). 

            If he fled, he would be no better than the people to whom he was to speak. 

Jeremiah was gripped by the greatness of God more than he was willing to make 

himself comfortable. He continued declaring the kindness, justice, and 

righteousness of God (9:23-24). How frustrated Jeremiah must have been that the 

people knew God was supreme yet continued giving themselves to gods who were 

not real and had no power (10:1-25). 

            God was pronouncing the finality of their guilt and their coming judgment 

through Jeremiah. God told Jeremiah he no longer needed to pray for them (11:14) 

because God was not going to listen to them. They had no desire to love Him and 

honor Him. Adding to the anguish, Jeremiah was convinced of God’s greatness 

and goodness but wondered why the wicked prospered (12:1). God wanted people 

to repent (12:15-16), but Jeremiah’s words were not leading them to do so. 

            Thank God for His call on your life. Be faithful despite hardship. 

Saturday, August 7, 2021—Jeremiah 6-8 

            An apple tree has apples hanging from its branches. Old Faithful spews hot 

water on schedule. What is inside eventually comes out. 

            Jeremiah said the wickedness of God’s people had been on full display for 

quite some time. The nation was full of covetous people. The prophets and priests 

all dealt in lies (6:13). They were rotten to the core. Adding to the problem was the 

leaders’ cries of peace when there was no peace. They were leading people in 

disastrous directions rather than seeking the old paths and the true purposes of 

God (6:16). They would never find rest until they returned to Him. 



            Jeremiah stood at the Temple and spoke to the people. God’s presence 

dwelled there. He wanted His people to convene with Him there, but they would 

not be welcome until they repented. They could not trust that the Temple would be 

a symbol of God’s power and presence if they continued to oppress the stranger, 

the orphan, and the widow (7:6). God knew their wickedness, and they were not 

welcome in His presence. 

            The sins of the people were bringing a curse on the land. Invaders were 

coming to defile it and to devastate the people. God was going to pay them their 

wages for their sin. The harvest of the fruit that was inside them would be 

devastating. They had rejected the word of God (8:9). 

            Ask God to show you the condition of your soul. Pray for listening ears and 

a repentant heart. Seek His ways so His fruit comes forth. 

Friday, August 6, 2021—Jeremiah 3-5 

            COVID-19 redefined how people interact with one another. Those formerly 

comfortable with hugs and handshakes settled for fist bumps and six-feet-of-

separation conversations. Being too close could contaminate. 

            God’s people were tainted far beyond imagination by the interaction they 

had with foreign gods and sinful lives. They had done hideous things. They had 

contaminated their souls and compromised their standards. They were infected 

with deadly sin, yet God wanted them back (3:1). Despite their sin, God loved them 

and desired restoration. 

            All God asked for was their repentance (3:14). Like a father, He was 

waiting for His wayward child. Like a husband, He was ready to welcome back His 

wife. Otherwise, the people were destined for ruin. The northern kingdom of Israel 

was gone. Judah, too, would fall at the hand of a powerful nation if they did not 

repent. Sin leads to death, and their sins were many. The consequences of their 

sin would be all-consuming (5:17). 

            God wanted to give good things to His people (5:25). Their sin created 

separation that prevented His goodness from flowing over them. They had a 

choice. They could acknowledge their sin and its contamination, walk away from it, 



 

and find refuge, restoration, and relationship with Him once again, or they could 

remain in their sin and suffer its consequences. 

            God’s grace and mercy truly are astounding. He sees the corruption and 

rightfully stands at a distance but longs for the relationship to be restored and 

makes the way for that. Praise God for the sacrifice of Jesus and the forgiveness 

and cleansing He brings.  


