
Thursday, October 21, 2021—Matthew 23-25 

            When a referee misses a call in a game, the crowd vocalizes their ridicule. 

They can’t believe he is so unobservant or ignorant of the rules. One with training 

and authority ought to know more and perform better. 

            Imagine the frustration for Jesus as He dealt with the experts in God’s Law. 

His disgust showed poignantly in Matthew 23 as He pronounced a series of “woes” 

over them. Their misguided thoughts were misleading the nation and corrupting 

them all. To align with the expectations of God, they needed deep humility and true 

repentance. 

            Jesus wanted His disciples to see clearly and respond well to the truth. 

While sitting on the Mount of Olives and looking across the Kidron Valley to the 

Temple and the city of Jerusalem, Jesus gave them some insight about what was 

coming. The disciples wanted to know when the end would come and what would 

be the indications of its arrival (24:3). 

            What Jesus predicted was not comforting whatsoever. Difficulty and 

deception were going to abound, but the one who endured to the end would be 

saved (24:13). They were to hold fast to Him and His truth and not drift toward the 

false teachers and not believe the false signs others offered. When Jesus returned, 

there would be no doubt (24:30). 

            To be an “expert” in faith requires constant obedience and enduring to the 

end. No matter what comes, the faithful trust the character of God and the 

reliability of His word. They walk in His righteousness and wait for His reward. Pray 

to see His path clearly and walk faithfully. 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021—Matthew 20-22 

            The “teacher’s pet” is often the one that struggles to excel in other areas. 

He may not be as fast as some of his friends. She may not be as popular as the 

other girls, but the “pet” earns the name because of excelling in the classroom. He 

follows the rules. She knows the answers. 

            Jesus taught often about the Kingdom of God. Because the concept of 

another kingdom, one not of this world, was so challenging, He used numerous 



parables to describe His realm. In this other Kingdom, the last would be first, and 

the first would be last (20:16). The one who trusted Him, not the one who aligned 

with the world, would flourish there. The one who was willing to serve others as He 

did would succeed (20:27). 

            To establish this Kingdom, Jesus had to serve notice of its arrival and its 

standards. The people welcomed Him like an earthly king, but He disrupted activity 

at the Temple because the people were not treating the place of God’s presence 

with proper humility. The country was like a fig tree in full leaf with no fruit, going 

through the motions with no results. The outcast were coming into the Kingdom 

through repentance, but the religious elite were rebelling and refusing to change 

(21:31-32). 

            Jesus clearly calls people to love God and love people (22:37-40) which 

requires loving self less and loving others more. This builds a Kingdom not of this 

world. Be a loving, obedient “pet” of the King. 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021—Matthew 16-19 

            Sports fans have made criticism of the referee a sport unto itself. They 

wonder aloud whether the referee needs an eye exam. They ask what game he is 

watching because it can’t be the same one they are observing. When someone 

misses the obvious, questions and criticism arise. 

            The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were intent on discrediting His teaching 

and ministry. They came to Him, asking Him to provide a sign from heaven that 

confirmed His calling. He could not believe the audacity and arrogance of their 

request. Scripture itself testified to Him. The prophets had given the same call to 

repentance He had given. These leaders could discern the weather by looking at 

nature, but they could not see the hand of God on Jesus. What “game” were they 

watching? 

            Peter, too, struggled to grasp what Jesus was doing. He confessed Him as 

the Messiah (16:16) but received a reprimand from Jesus for trying to prevent the 

fulfillment of the mission (16:23). Jesus graciously gave Peter, James, and John an 

intimate look at His glory (17:1-8) to affirm all He had said and done as the 



Messiah. Despite His teaching, the disciples still struggled to understand Kingdom 

dynamics (17:9-18:35). 

            Jesus saw the lost and came to save them (18:11). He saw the power of 

forgiveness, family, and the church, and He called people to faith in One they could 

not see who could do the impossible (19:26). 

            Praise God for Jesus and the visible changes He brings to those who walk 

by faith in Him. 

Monday, October 18, 2021—Matthew 12-15 

            Prophets of God spoke hard truth to force the people of God to assess their 

lives. The word of God clearly states His expectations and describes His character, 

but those who read it and hear it can come to faulty conclusions or can fail to live 

by its complete instruction. 

            Jesus came to call people to the Truth. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the 

life, so when He taught, He was revealing the character and expectations of God. 

He angered many in His day because He violated tradition, but they accused Him 

of violating the Law. He told the people the true measure was not the outward 

action of their lives but the fruit of their hearts (12:35). The true family of God were 

those who did His will (7:50). 

            He was calling them to surrender to the Kingdom of God. The seed of the 

Kingdom produces obedient fruit that does not shrink away in the face of 

persecution, the deceitfulness of riches, or the worries of the world (13:1-23). They 

pursue Him and His truth to find life and joy. 

            Those who surrender to Him will also face difficulty at the hands of the 

world’s powers (14:1-12). They will face tests that will stretch their faith and humble 

them before their Master (14:13-36). Jesus does not call them to something simple 

but to something magnificent and eternal. 

            Prophets call people to respond. Jesus calls people to faith and rewards 

them greatly for it (15:31). Pray for a life of Christ-honoring faith. 

Sunday, October 17, 2021—Matthew 8-11 

            Jesus brings change to those who recognize His presence. To the leper, 



avoided by everyone, the Gentile centurion, despised by the Jews, and to Peter’s 

mother-in-law, disregarded by culture, Jesus brought healing because of their faith 

in Him. Jesus’ disciples, however, allowed fear to rule their hearts despite the fact 

Jesus was with them in the storm. 

            Jesus wanted everyone to know faith in Him was about something far more 

consequential than physical healing and restoration. He came to forgive sins (9:2). 

He also came to call people to follow Him and to bring His life-changing power to 

others. This message of repentance required being with sinners. Doctors, after all, 

have to spend time with the sick (9:12). Workers have a job they can only 

accomplish in the fields (9:38). 

            The call to faith is the call to follow Him. The call to follow Him is a call to 

endurance (10:22). Bringing the message and influence of His Kingdom is an 

attack on the kingdoms of the world, and they will not simply lie down or move 

aside. Jesus suffered. So will His disciples (10:24). 

            John struggled with doubt as he suffered for obedience, but Jesus affirmed 

him. In contrast, Jesus rebuked those places which rejected Him and His 

message. Jesus’ call to faith is an offer of peace and hope (11:28-30). There is 

work to do, but the work is life-giving and invigorating. 

            Praise God for the gift of faith in Jesus. Live in the peace and joy of that 

faith and work faithfully in His fields. 

Saturday, October 16, 2021—Matthew 5-7 

            When a farmer plants wheat, he harvests wheat. He reaps what he sows. 

When Jesus went throughout Galilee teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming the 

good news of the Kingdom, and healing diseases and sickness, the results were 

visible. His sowing reaped large crowds. 

            Large crowds were not Jesus’ goal. Changed lives were His goal. As the 

crowds increased, He took His disciples up on a mountain and gave them a 

summary of Kingdom life, the Sermon on the Mount. Here Jesus describes the 

harvest He desires from sowing Kingdom seed. 

            His Kingdom is not of this world, so His people live differently than the rest 



of the world. They value what He values, and they endure what the world avoids so 

they bring glory to Him and transformation to others. They are salt and light to a 

dark, decaying culture (5:13-16). 

            Jesus challenged them to consider their soul condition and inner motivation 

rather than measuring their righteousness by their actions. He called them be 

perfect just as God was (5:48). Why would He call them to the impossible? He 

wanted them to recognize their complete dependence on Him for their 

righteousness and their hope. Rather than worry about their own abilities and 

righteousness, they could pray and trust Him. 

            To bear the fruit of the Kingdom (7:15-20), they needed to be rooted firmly 

in Jesus. They needed to be known by Him (7:23) and established in Him (7:24-

27). Thank God for the good news of the Kingdom and the hope that comes only in 

Jesus. Walk faithfully with Him. 

Friday, October 15, 2021—Matthew 1-4 

            Reading chronologically through the Scriptures allows the reader to 

understand how the story of God and His people progressed. That process 

requires a significant amount of reading time through the first covenant before 

arriving at the New Covenant. With the arrival of Jesus, God was at long last 

bringing the New Testament He promised in the Old. 

            The process of bringing God to earth required generations of men and 

women, who faithfully followed God’s calling, and a young man and his betrothed 

who trusted God despite the cultural weight of obedience. God came down to live 

with man so He could save them from their sin. 

            Jesus’ arrival brought a disruption in the order of things. King Herod felt 

threatened by the arrival of a new king, yet foreign dignitaries celebrated Him. 

Many families suffered because of Herod’s instability, and Jesus and His family 

had to live in Egypt for a time. Years later, John the Baptist began preparing the 

way for Jesus’ ministry, disrupting the hearts and minds of those who for so long 

had gone along with tradition and insufficient interpretation. He called them to 

repentance (3:8). 



 

            Jesus was going to make possible the indwelling of the Spirit (3:11). He 

demonstrated the power and comfort of such a blessing in how He rebuffed the 

temptation of Satan by trusting in the Spirit’s wisdom and the truth of Scripture 

(4:1-20). This was the promise of the new covenant. 

            Thank God for fulfilling all His promises. Pray for patience to wait on His 

timing. Trust in His presence and power.  


