
Monday, March 18, 2019—Joshua 22-24 

            Farewells are bittersweet. There is the joy of having been together and 

the sorrow of the coming separation. There is hope in what God will do in the 

future but sadness in not being together for the experience. 

            Joshua knew this mixture as he bid farewell to the tribes who would live 

on the east side of the Jordan. His blessing to them was clear. “Love the Lord 

your God, walk in all his ways, obey his commands, be faithful to him, and 

serve him with all your heart and all your soul” (22:5). Their only hope was to 

continue walking with God. Imagine the concern, then, when it appeared these 

eastern tribes had constructed their own altar for worship (22:10-34). What 
they built to memorialize God’s faithfulness appeared to be an object of 

disobedience. The eastern and western tribes required a face-to-face gathering 

to ensure national faithfulness. 

            As his life approached its earthly end, Joshua challenged the western 

tribes in similar fashion. He harkened back to the challenge God Himself gave 

Joshua as he took leadership. “So be strong! Be very careful to follow all the 

instructions written in the Book of the Law . . . be faithful to the Lord your God 

. . .” (23:6-8). God would no doubt protect and provide if they remained 

faithful, but they could also guarantee that He would curse them if they 

wandered from Him. 

            Now as then, every person has a choice. Is the faithfulness of God in the 

past (24:2-13) worthy of personal devotion in the present and future? For 

Joshua, it was more than enough (24:15). Choose faithfulness today. 

Sunday, March 17, 2019—Joshua 19-21 

            God gave Israel the Promised Land as the fulfillment of a promise 

(21:46), and He had expectations for them upon receipt of the land. Each tribe 

was to receive a place to call their own, and they were to tend that land—

raising crops, shepherding flocks, and providing for their families and the 
needy. Though He gave them reset (21:44), this was not a vacation or 

retirement. This was a call to faithfulness. 

            Judah received a portion that was too large for their numbers to tend 

well, so Simeon received a portion of what Joshua originally gave to Judah 

(19:9). Like a surveyor’s report, Joshua names the places and geographic 

locations of the boundary lines of each tribe. This allowed each tribe to know 

specifically what to tend and for what to be accountable. 

            Because of his faithfulness, Joshua received a city to call his own 

(19:49-51). Imagine the blessing, privilege, and responsibility of that. Joshua 

would not sit back and allow the city to grow up with weeds and the fields to 

remain untended. He would daily oversee its function and flourishing. 



Similarly, God brings His people into salvation through Jesus, but He does not 

want them to be idle. Each day, He calls His people to walk with Him, abiding 

in Jesus, and tending the fruit He brings to their lives. 

            As good stewards, the people designated cities of refuge (20:1-9) and 

plots for the Levites (21:1-45). They willingly gave up part of what God had 

given to serve others. Obedience sees everything as belonging to God. 

            Pray for faithful fulfillment of your call as you rest in Him. 

Saturday, March 16, 2019—Joshua 16-18 

            To deal with man, God must be gracious. For an eternal, holy being to 

communicate and relate with created, imperfect creatures requires 
incalculable amounts of patience, mercy, and love. Through all His acts of 

grace, however, God does not violate His holiness and justice. 

            With Israel, God’s grace was on full display. This wandering nation 

began with one man and had become a multitude. An enslaved nation now 

hand a land to call their own. God’s grace was the reason behind all they had 

become and all they possessed. 

            Each of the 12 tribes received land, an inheritance, to tend and to fulfill 

their calling from God. Levi, however, did not receive an area because his 

people were in charge of the Tabernacle (18:1). God’s grace called for the other 

tribes to provide for Levi as Levi served them all. That left 11 tribes to receive 

land, but God’s grace allowed both of the sons of Joseph—Ephraim and 

Manasseh—to receive a portion. His grace was even more abundant for Joseph 

and continued to work among the people of those tribes as they shared land 

within each other’s territory (16:9) and would be able to work together to drive 

out powerful enemies (17:16-18). 

            God’s grace especially benefitted the daughters of Zelophehad (17:3-6). 

Women were not valued in the Canaanite cultures, but God provided these 

ladies land on behalf of their father since he had no sons. His grace countered 
the culture to empower these ladies to glorify Him. 

            Thank God for His grace and His abundance in your life. 

Friday, March 15, 2019—Joshua 13-15 

            When God justifies a sinner, He grants the righteousness of Jesus to 

that individual. The conversion is complete, but the sanctification has just 

begun. For the rest of his days, he will walk with Christ and discover new ways 

to think, act, and value like Christ would. He has opportunity each day to 

surrender more of life to the lead of the Spirit. 

            When Joshua was old, there remained work to be done in the Promised 

Land (13:1-8). God had given the land to His people and driven out many 

people groups so that His people had firm possession of His promise. The 



longer they lived there, however, the more they realized there remained people 

groups and influences which needed to be removed. 

            The walk with Christ is a call to self-denial and faithfulness. Caleb had 

displayed both of these characteristics, and Moses had promised him a special 

inheritance in the new land. Joshua followed through with that promise and 

gave to Caleb a reward for which he waited more than 40 years. God always 

keeps His promises, but He works in His own timing. 

            What Caleb received was land for which he fought (15:13-19). For 

Christ-followers, the work of salvation was done by Christ alone and is 

received by faith alone. Paul told the Philippians, however, to work out their 
salvation with fear and trembling, and He said God was at work in them giving 

them the will and the power to do so (Phil 2:12-13). 

            Pray for growth in holiness and obedience for the glory of Christ. 

Thursday, March 14, 2019—Joshua 10-12 

            Because God made all things, He remains in charge of all things. When 

Joshua needed more time to complete his battle against five kings and their 

armies, he prayed for the sun to stand still. “So the sun and moon stood still 

until the Israelites had defeated their enemies” (10:13). 

            Is this a normal pattern of God’s work? Of course not. In fact, Joshua 

says the Lord fought for them and never answered another prayer like that 

(10:14). God was working in a unique way for a unique cause—driving out the 

evil people in the land He had promised His people. 

            This season is a particularly gruesome one for Israel as they fought 

many battles and killed many people. Through it all, God was fighting for His 

people (10:42). He is not pleased with death and destruction, but neither is He 

pleased by the sin that precipitates it. God was exacting judgment on people 

whose hearts were hard toward Him (11:20) and establishing the rule of His 

people over the Promised Land (11:23). 
            God continued to say, “Do not be afraid” (11:6). Courage is absolutely 

necessary in our walk with Him as He takes us to new places and gives us new 

responsibilities. Joshua was careful to obey the instructions of the Lord 

through Moses (11:15). Courage and obedience go together. 

            Joshua listed all the kings God used them to defeat (12:1-24). What 

would the list of defeated enemies, habits, hindrances, and sin look like in 

your own life? Pray for courage and obedience and watch God work in you. 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019—Joshua 7-9 

            The New Testament likens the church to a body. With Christ as the 

head, the body exists to glorify Him, and each member fits into the organism 

with a function that blesses the body and receives nourishment from the rest 



of the body. What affects one part affects the whole. 

            This was also true with Israel. After the destruction of Jericho, Joshua 

says Israel was unfaithful concerning the things devoted to destruction (7:1). 

They were to destroy everything in the city or put it in the Lord’s treasury 

(Joshua 6:17-19), but one man, Achan, corrupted the entire nation. His 

decision to withhold and hide some items weakened everyone. The sin cost 

Achan and his family their lives in order for Israel to atone for his sin (7:24-

26). The decisions and condition of one affects all. 

            God then gave Israel victory over Ai and allowed them to keep the 

captured goods (8:1-2). If Achan had been trusting and patient, he likely 
would have gained far more than from Jericho and been able to enjoy it rather 

than hiding it. God blessed their courage and obedience to try again. 

            Word began to spread of the power at work within Israel, and many 

kings began to assemble armies against them. The Gibeonites, however, 

resorted to deception. When the Hebrews heard the Gibeonites’ sad story, 

Israel did not pray (9:14) and, as a result, fell for their lies. They did not 

retaliate with force but made them carry water and chop wood. 

            Pray for holiness, obedience, and wisdom to guide your walk. 

 Tuesday, March 12, 2019—Joshua 4-6 

            Vacations provide individuals and families the opportunity to travel, 

seeing new places and experiencing new things. Many will return from those 

trips with a small trinket, a coffee mug, or a t-shirt as a souvenir of the 

experience. That one thing symbolizes the totality of the experience. 

            While the priests stood in the middle of the Jordan River bed, the river 

remained non-flowing, and the people passed from the east to the west. 

Joshua instructed one member of each tribe to retrieve a stone from the river 

bed in order to make a memorial. These “souvenir” stones would be a story-

telling device for generations. Parents would be able to tell of the faithful, 
miraculous grace of Yahweh for His people. 

            God was working to establish Joshua as the new leader and to amaze 

His people at His power and faithfulness. He was also stirring fear in the 

hearts of the Canaanite kings and their people (5:1). These people had stirred 

the anger of God for generations, and He was preparing to exercise His wrath 

against them. Joshua led the men of Israel to be circumcised so that they 

would begin their journey in complete obedience—avoiding the disobedient 

pattern of their parents. 

            As Joshua prepared to attack Jericho, the commander of Yahweh’s 

army came to him (6:14). He taught Joshua the key was not whether he was 

for or against Joshua but that Joshua was aligned with Yahweh. With that 



established, Joshua led the people to unorthodox and complete victory. 

            Pray for obedience and perseverance for the glory of God. 


